A pair of sentencing guldellne blils salled through
the Michlgan Senate over vocal protests from a mi-
nority.

But Sen. Patrick McCollough, D-Dearborn, was
elated that one of the bllls contalned hls amend-
ment to impose mandatory prison sentences on per-
sons who commit crimes agalnst the elderly or
handleapped.

“Senfor cltlzens are victimized twice as often as
the rest of the general population,” sald MeCol-
lough, *‘and ncarly 20 percent of the crimes com-
mitled are against senlors.

"THE PHYSICAL Injury that may be just a mi-
nor ache or pain to a younger person can be incapa-
citating to an older persen.”

His amendment would subject a convicted person
to an additional 2-5 years (for crimes agalnst the
elderly or handleapped) over and above the normal
sentence.

But Sen. Basil Brown, D-Highland Park, an attor-
ney, denounced both bills as “a useless, futlle and
nonsensleal gesture.”

In objections printed In the Senate Journal,
Brown said the guldellnes can be ignored easlly by
he Court of Appeals,

“God alone only knows what those (guidellnc)
words mean because the same judges who made
them up and presented them to you on a silver
platter now have the absolute flnal authority in the
little smoke-fiiled chambers they occupy to declde
the fate of your Criminal Code, without any public
scrutiny and without any legislatlve Involvement,”
the Senate’s senlor member said.

Sentencing bills pass
Senate despite howis

McCOLLOUGH'S amendment was attached to
Senate Bill 1689, part of the penal code,

It passed the Senate on a 30-6 rofl call vote. All
Observer & Eccentrle area senators supported It —
McCollough, whose district includes Garden City;
Doug Cruce, R-Troy; Willlam Faust, R-Westland;
Jack Faxon, D-Farmington Hills; Richard Fessler,
R-West Bloomfield; Robert Geake, R-Northville;
and Rudy Nichols, R-Waterford.

e companlon measure (SB 16B), setting up a
Guidelles -C passed 32-3,
with support from all arca scnators.

The bllla now go the House of Representatives.

THE GUIDELINES bill defines an elderly person
as one 60 years of age or older, McCollough said.

A handicapped person Is defined as someone who
has a plysicul characteristic or condition which
substantlally Impalrs or hinders the Individual, in-
cluding toa W or
the use of leg braces or crutches.

A lawyer himself, McCollough originaily had In-
troduced it as a separate bill, but decided that add-
ing it as an amendment to another bill would be
“the quickest way of getting It through the Senate."

In his protest, Brown sald the Leglslature was
surrenderlng its polley-maklng authorlty to judges
by passing “guidelines™ bils,

Brown clted the case of a man convlcted and sen-
tenced by the trial judge to 15-20 years because “he
deserved it But under new Supreme Court guide-
Tines, the Court of Appeals cut the sentence to eight
years.

“Now are we getting tough with fclons or are we
cutting their time in half?” Brown asked.
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Teacher pacts settled early

Nearly three out of four Michigan school
districts have contracts with their teachers
for the 1985-86 school year, the State
Board of Educatlon reported last week.

The State Board'a flrst survey of the sta-
tus of teacher-school board contract nego-
tlations for the 1985-86 achool year shows
that 382 or 73 percent of Michigan's 526 K-
12 schoo! districts have ratifled contracts
or tentative agreements with thelr teach-
crs for next year.

Rochester and Troy are among the seven
largest school districts still ncgotlating
with their teachers. Others are Detroit,
Flint, Kalamazoo, Lapcer and Pontiae,

PHILLIP E. Runkel, state superintend-
ent of public lnstruction, sald the trend
toward carller settlements In the state’s 35
largest school districts ls continulng thls
year,

“Bascd on the number of districts thal
atready have contracts for mext year, it
would appear that we will have fewer
teacher sirikes than at any tlme in nearly
20 years,” Runkel satd,

Only seven of the 35 largest districts are
wlthout teacher contracts for the next
year, compared to 10 at this time last year,
and 13 and 18, respectively, in the two
years before that.
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Mi-59 is now a boulevard

M-59 has been upgraded 1o a four-Jane boulevard
along a 16-mile stretch in Oakland and Llvingston
countles, the Michigan Department of Transporta-
tlon announced.

The cast-west road now is multi-laned from US-
23 In Livingston County to Utica in Macomb Coun-
ty, sai¢ MDOT Dircctor James P, Pitz.

“It's a flne stretch of highway — well able to
serve the area for the foreseeable future,” he add-
ed. Tralfle volumes range up to 17,000 vehlicles a
day and are projected to Increase 40 percent by the
end of the century,

Pitz sald recent completion of the last leg —
from US-23 to Willlams Lake Road — capped a
seven-year program that started In 1977, Cost of
the four-lane wldening projects totaled $20.4 mil-

OU enroliment dates set

Two deadlines for Qakland University cnroll-
ment are appreaching.

Reglstration for summer semester graduate stu-
dents closes June 24.

Deadline for receiving undergraduate applica-
tions for the fall semester is Aug, 1.
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11-foot-wide lunes.

Physicians
WEIGHT LOSS
Centers

|, FUTRA-LOSS DIET SYSTEMS
CALL TODAY!

TROY 435-2060
FARMINGTON HILLS 553-8770
LIVONIA 471-3210
ALLEN PARK 381-3773

AMF el

‘Semi-Annual
Shoe Clearance

Terrlfic savings on discontinued styles -
from our regular lines of famous fltting
footwear. SAVE 20% to 50% - 7300 pairs
avallable, Al stores, While supplles tast.

Valuaas to *70

3? ggg . $4999

Now you can buy name
brand, 1op quality fur-
nituro the diroct way at
a tromondous savinga,
and have It dellvored,
se1 up and sorvicod hg
a compuony 1hal has 3
years In the furaliuro
buslnoss. A company
that's hate In this oroa
1o gorve you poraonal-
ty. Find out nbout this
now way to get tho
kind of ‘furniure and
gservice you expect,
with groater savings
han you'd
poct.

Call 356-1880

! Aunerican

ovor ox-

|
i

$AVE - $AVE

Dlning Room Sets, Bedroom
Sets, Sofas, Tables, Lamps,
Pictures, China, Crystal, China,
Etc., Etc.1 -

INEXPENSIVE WAY ,——B~T~—-—
i Dring
afriend. |

'Blood |
- together.

W HelpWilog? |

Runkel said this represents an all-time
high in the number of contract settlements
that have been reached for the coming
school year for this time of the year.

Three years ago at this time, Runkel
3ald, 45 percent of the school dlstricts sald
they had contracts for the comlng school
year. Two years ago 52 percent reported
they had contracts with thelr teachers,
Last year, 61 percent had ratlfled con-
tracts or tentative agreements by June 1,

THE STATE board report shows that 15
school districts will complete the current
school year without reachlng a contract
agreement with thelr teachers — the Jow-
est number in many years,

In 1982-83, the school year ended without
contracis belng reached in a record 55
school districts, and last year, 20 districts

were without contracts when the school’
year ended,

The state superintendent sald he hopes
that most of the 144 districts that are still’
negotiating for contracts for the 1885-88
school year will reach a settlement by thd’
end of summer, and that those that are un:
able to do so wlll contfnue negotiating after
school opens, -

The first teacher atrikes ln Michlgan ocs
curred during the 1966-67 school year when'
there were four strikes. Only twice since”
then have there been fewer than 10 strikes,
during a school year ~ nine [n 1871-72 and
slxin 1976-77. .

The highest number of strikes occurred
In 1979-80, when there were 70, There have’
been 13 teacher sirlkes during the 198485
school year, K
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fessionally install it for you.

The Natural Look Of Stone

A manufactured stone with the beauty of
natural stone at a fractlon of the cost?
CULTURED STONE® is. It has the same
appearance, color-fastness and durability,
but outperforms natural stone in cost,

CULTURED STONE® installs over any sur-
face, without extra foundation support or

Choose from a wide selection of styles and
textures for almost any interior/exterior
applicationa. Do-it-yourself or let us pro-

2.15 per
square foot.
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Soed Dally - 11 am. Tl C!oslng
“All You Can Eat”
Gourmet Soup

Salad Bar

#3205
F

—_Breakfast —

Served Dally 8 a.m. To 14 am.

" 2 fresh eggs cooked any siyle,
3 sausage links or 4 strips of
bacon, hash brown potatoes,
served with toast and Jelly. ¥
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