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She drives 100 miles a da

Continued from Page 3

‘The daily mileage may scem llke a
lot, but it docsn't bother Ayres who
says she's quite content with the job,
her co-workers and the kids.

“Every day Is different, Every day
the kids are different. Every day I'm
different, So I don't get bored," Ayres
sald, “It is not a boring job at all”

ALTHOUGH SHE was a driver be-
fore taking a job with the schools about
nlne years ago, she had never really
been around children very much. Drlv-
ing the kids cvery day has glven her 2
chance to see what kids are all about.
“I have under-rated them for a long

Each day Murphy Ayres

ttme,” said Ayres, adding that before
her bus carecr she'd never really had
an opportunity to be with children.
; ‘ve been so amazed at the things they
0.1
There's little doubt though the kids
on Bus §2 arc comfortable with Ayres.
“I would Jike to think especlally on
an elementary run that I know every-
body's name. It's Important,” Ayres

If onc of the kids has a bandage on
their finger, or a scrape on thelr fore-
head, she'll notlce and ask about It, al-
ways with a note of sympathy and kind
warnings to be careful next time.

top shape.

a salety |

ber how she [s and in a quick breath tel)
her the highlights of the school day as
they climb up the bus steps and quickly
look for open seats.

""See yuh In the mornlng,” Ayres sa;
as her cyes follow the parade of chil-
dren steppling off the bus at each stop,

She can tell when something's up —
usuaily a test or a blg project, She sces
the peer pressure the kids endure and
the pressure of doing well in school.

“Every kid ks definltely an Indlvldu-
al. If I sce a kid that's having a real
bummer day I try to do something,"
Ayres zald. “Some klds get really up-
tight. T guess teachers still glve tests on
Frlday because they are really nervous
on Fridays."

Ayres {reely admits a lot of kids' nat-
ural rowdiness doesn't really bother
her. “The middle school concept has
made a dlfference in the behavior on
the bus,” she sald. “The rowdy ones of
the junlor high are lost in the high
school now.”

WHAT AYRES trics to do Is treat the
kids as she would like to be treated,

“I try to make them feel Important,”
she sald. “If you try and make them
feel Important then they act import-
ant.””

Just In case a problem arises on the
bus with any particular child several
courses of action are avallable to
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p of at lenst 50 items that help mechanics keep the district's ficet of buses in tip-
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Watch The Disney Channel FREE for the entire weekend.
See great classic shows like the “Mickey Mouse Club” and
“The Wonderful World of Disney”” And see the new
programs — “Still The Beaver,” "“You and Me, Kid” and
"Welcome to Pooh Corner Plus see the animated classic

“Robin Hood.”

You and your family can enjoy all the Disney programs
free all day June 28-30. Experience the excitement and

magic only The Disney Channel can offer.

FREE INSTALLATION OF THE DISNEY CHANNEL

Plus a FREE Disney Home Theatre Package —a two gallon
canister with Disney artwork and popcom for popping.
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“I can go as far as assigning seats,”
she said, “But that's the bottom line for
me to do that.”

One of the things guaranteed to
prompt a rowdy response from the kids
is pulling up directly next to another
school bus,

“Every window goes down,” A
sald, staying slightly to the rear of an
adjacent bus ag the kids heads apin to
see thelr friends through the windows.
“You can’t move again untfl all the
armas get back in the bus.”

KEEPING ARMS inslde the bus ls an

y taking kids to school

The bus drivers’ involvement with
safety and poster contests Is just one
example of their community involve-
ment.

At Christmas the bus drivers offer a
raffle which allows them to collect
money for needy families in the area,
Food s generally purchased with the
raffle proceeds. The drivers also apon-
sar car washes and after accumulating
enough money donate to the Farming-
ton Youth Asslstance at the Shlawassee
Center,

Ayres also serves on school district

such as a task

example of rules y bus
drivers who have thelr own safety com-
mittee.

"It was formed several years ago,”
sald Darlene Thompson, also a bus
driver. "We sat down and declded what
was really important for riding a bus.”

Besides establishing rules and regu-
lations, the drivers also try to involve
the kids in safety awareness. One meth-
od is a safety poster contest.The 1985-
86 contest theme Is “Don’t Make a Fuss
on the Bua,”

force and another deallng with the sale
of district property,

ALTHOUGH AYRES is committed
to her involvement with the Farming-
ton area, she's honest enough to admit
some of the area's drivers are Impossl-
ble,

“Evcryone wants to get ahead of the
bus,” Ayres sald. “Drivers in cars are
the most dlscourteous. They think thls
thing can stop on a dime.”
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