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‘'m sure you've read about our crisis in
education. Well, this is our crisis, a

crisis in attitude.’

— Thomas Bleat

By Laralno McCllsh
staff writer

An estimated 22.6 million Ameri-
cnns, or about 18 percent of the popula-
tion, suffer from some speech, lan-
guage or hearing handicap.

Dulce Arenoff, chalrwoman of the
speech and langunge department for
Farmington Public Schoots, estlmates
that the number of ehildren here with
those problems is about the same as the
natlonal average,

“Most of us have learncd so much by
the time we're 3 or 4 years old. By that
time we're walking, talking, under-
standing, and not many of us think
twice about how amazingly easy that
ls, until we run across someone who
docesn't,” she sald.

Chang

Educator

By Loralne McClish
staff wrlter

A Farmington Hills resident and re-
tired educator says he ls dolng more
teaching than he cver did since he
started turning poor self images Into
those of self respect.

“Success s not based on good grades
or IQ. Success s based on your belief
that you can suceced, and you won't
have that if you belleve you don't de-
serve to suceeed,” said Thomas Bleet,
who owns and operates Thomas L.
Bleet & Assoclates In Southfleld.

Durlng Bleet's carcer In the Rich-
mond Public School District, he was
one of the youngest superintendents In
Mlchigan’s history and was voted
"Most Outstandlng Educator” by both
the Michlgan Education Assoclation
and Michlgan Jaycees, He retired in
1979,

He credlts those awards to hls prac.
ticing what he preached as a teacher;
principal and superintendent creating
an I-can philosophy within both the fac-
ulty and the student body,

“There is no formal tralning for
teachers to teach a posltive attitude
toward yoursclf, toward your llfe,”
Bleet safd. “There’s no required course
that wiil glve them some practical
technlques so they can help turn some
scemlingly negative happenings Into
positive stepping stones for personal
growth. If the kids get any of this at all
they get it hit or miss.”

wWOorks to

WITH A staff of 15, Bleet carries his
philesophy in lectures, seminars,
warkshops and classes throughout the
state, He speaks to a wide range of peo-
ple from corporatlon executives to wel-
fare reciplents.

The phllesophy Is his own, stemmling
from Norman Vincent Peale's “The
Power of Posltive Thinklng” and In-
cluding some of Norman Couslins’ laugh
therapy.

“Matlvating the glfted is no different
from motivating the chlld who has been
labeled a disabled learner, or motivat-
ing the teacher to help motlvate her
students,” Bleet said.

“Yau've got to move out of that com-
fort zone. You've got to take some
risks, You've got to make some mls-
takes along the way and thls is the big
stumbling block — afratd of belrg em-
barrassed. When you have respect for
yoursell you'll know enough to know
that mistakes are a part of growing
and there is no reason to be embarrass-
ed,” Blect sald.

“Belng nfraid of standing up and giv-
Ing a talk is all part of this, a poar self
Image. Given the proper cnergy in a
classroom or the assembly line can
change those ncgatlve attitudes into
posltive productlon.”

Blect advocates an act-enthusiastlc-
and-you'll-fecl-enthusiastle stance, but
1s emphatic that he is not playing Pol-
Iyanna.

instill self-

“Thls la not casy,” he sald. “Thls ls,
In the end, very hard hitting, We do
some maybe silly things, with humor,
with raising the energy level and work-
ing up enthuslasm to create a burning
desire to achieve, But because so many
of us are living withln our comfort
zone, that tiny ciccle that allows us to
use only 10 percent of our potentlal,
stepping out of that small comfort zone
takes courage.”

BLEET SAID he uses some psycholo-
gy in hls teachings, but “more street
instinct based on experlence. It comes
in handy when I'm talking to inmates In
Jackson Prison. I challenge them, so
they challenge back and in that in-
stance I better know what I'm dolng.”

Bleet said he kept a steady D-minus
average and a chip on his shoulder all
the way through his school days. High-
land Park Junior College refused him
entrance and he was asked to leave
Michigan State University.

The turn-around came whea he read
“The Power of Positive Thinklng,” and
then read it agaln and again.

“I called Dr. Peale on the phone, and
he answered my call,” Bleet sald. “He
is a very graclous man, 80 years old at
least by now and sth! responds to per-
sonal ealls. Today I conslder him a
good {riend, and if T were a teacher to-
day I'd make hls book required reading
for all of my classes,”

When Bleet returned to college he
graduated with a 3.8 average.

Speech and language

than any other sklll you will ever use in
your entire llfe.””

‘The most commen problem Is artlcu-
lation. After that comes the inability to
hear what is belng sald, understand
that, then use ft. .

Aronoff oversees about 14 school
teachers in the district who work to
correct these problems, Some arc as-
signed to speclfic classrooms, but most
travel from school to school working
with the youngsters who need help only
a few hours a week.

“SUCCESS,” Aronoff sald, “I3 almost
cntlrely dep on and

Some teachers have a speclalty, such
as worklng with youth who are stutter-
ing or the chlld with a cleft palette.

Dlsorders run the gamut, from the
child who loses the Ietter S, and says “I
thee the rabbit,” to the S5-year-old
chattering child who keeps talking but
can’t be understood by even his or ber
parents,

“It's a great day when we find that
$,”* Aronoff said. “It's an exciting time
for everybody who knows that child,
but the interim Is so very frustrating,

“It's fruatrating for the parents, the
and the teachers sometimes,

homework, When a teacher is only
there two hours a week, even If she or
he is working on a one-to-one basis for
an indlvldual problem, our big success-
©s arc always the students who have

“Yet being able to

s
the one skill you are golng to use more

the to practice on their

RAHDY BORST/ataff photographer

Students got Instructions in a ciass situation or take thelr ln‘on.
on an individual basls; Dulce Aronoff le & t=achar, as wall as chalr-
man of the district's speech and Ianguagoe department.

and I'm sure we can't Imagine how
frustrating for the child if you've never
been there. These kids feel shut out,
have days when they can't cope, give
up, and sometimes act out that frustra-
tion in ncgative ways.”

On the positive side, Aroneff told of
one teacher working with an individual
with an unusual speech problem who
became frustrated with what scemed
to her slow progress.

“She got a note from the child’s doc-
tor just last week complimenting ber
on how well she had done working with
such an unusual and little-known disor-
der,” Aronoff sald.

THE TEACHER of the speech and
language impalred is usually a mem-
ber of a multidisciplinary team, He or
she services students by providing spe-
cinl instructlon to those in regular

0 have
impairments and others who have
physical, mental, emotional or Jearning
impalrment in additlon to their speech,
and/or language problems.,

The instruction may Include alter-
nate or augmentative communications
systems, such as slgn language, sym-
bols, pleture boards or the use of com-
puter-zssisted devices.

“Little to no special equipment is
used in the regular classrooms, but
very elaborate equipment has been Ine
stailed fn somo of our special class-

_ rooms,” Aronoff sald,

The teacher also provides consulta.
tion to tho classroom teacher or any
other educational personnel working
with handlcapped students,

‘Tho specch and language teacher is
one of tho few professionals who evalu-
ates students for handleapping prob-
lems whils at tho same time serving In
an instructional capacity,

Aronoff describes that teacher as
“the communication specialiat lo the
schoo] district. The key responaibility
of this teacher Is asscssment of specch,
language and auditory behavior.”

Commuricative disorders are the na-
tlon's most

Kathy Maczko, who dasigned the curricutum for
hing | Far Pub-

10 percent of the population need special

classes In the di:

pts in
lic Schools, heads ono ol many elemontary
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“1 dldn’t get any smarter, I learned
to belleve In mysell and my abilitles.
And I'm scelng the same success now
with drug addicts, special ed kids, juve-
nile delinquents, the kids who can't
make it that the Department of Sociat
Services asks us to see,” he sald.

“I'm sure you've read about our erl-
sls in education. Well this ks eur crisls,
a crisls in attitude.”

BLEET SINGLED out “fear” and
“delay” as the two attitudes most
Americans sulfer that keep them from
suceeding In whatever they want to do.

“Fear of reaching out, fear of be-
comlng a success, fear of trylng some-
thing new, fear of stepping out of your-
self, fear of facing an audlence, that's
the number-one problem,” he satd.

One suggestlon for that is to “Get In-
volved. Forget yourself for awhile, just
become joylul about living. The more I
iry to concentrate on me the less able I
am to see what's golng on,” he sald,

As for delay, “How many times do I
bear people say they are going to do
this or that when the ideal time comes,
When is that? And what Is [deal?

“The academlctans and the politi-
clans are famous for this one. They will
form committees and analyse what.
ever it is to its death,

“Da it now,” Bleet said, “Whatever it
is, do It now, just make surc your ethies
are in order so you will be happy and
content when you get there.”
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strict for the 10 porcent of the
speoch or languago problom.

New Horizons of Oakland County, a
non-profit corporation dedicated to the
working lives of people with handleaps,
has broken ground for its new facllity
in Novl.

Now in ity 2Ist year of operation,
New Horlzons has four branches In var-
lous parts of Oakland County. Each day
500 peopte are particlpating In various
Now Horizons programs. A branch lo-
cation was {lrat opened In the Farming-
ton arca In 1967, Since then, as the
numbers and needs of the clientele in
the western part of the county have ln-
creased, It bas already gr its

New Horizons breaks ground
for larger quarters in Novi

NEW HORIZONS provides an oppor-
tunity for persons with disabilities,
whether physical or mental, to discover
and develop their vocational skills.

from sponsoring agencles for its ser-
vices, and through fts sub-contracts
with private businesses, government
and foundation grants, and private con-

Through a P program
ranging from evalution, through traln-
Ing, to placement, New Horizons helps
Its clicnts tap thelr hidden aptitudes
and achleve their potential In the work-
lace, g
P New Horizons Interacts with both the
public and private sectors. It is a link
between the schools and government
agencles on the one hand and private

quarters twice,
The current facllity, in Farmington

to reduce the waiting list of bandi-
capped persons desiring to

Hllls, is stralned to its limitx in efforts-

on the other, q the

privata businesses clients work with in

thelr training eventually become their

full-time employers.

The New Horlzons program ls
b, on' A

the program. The new center In Novl,
which will replaco the Farmingto
Hills {acility, will more than double the
branch'’s eapacity, permitting New Ho-
rlxuc;:s to serve up to 180 participants at
a time, .
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€ -
tation of Rehabilitation Facllitles, With
Its headquarters In Pontiae, New Horl-
zons ia a member of the United Way of
Pontiac-North Qakland, and s a Torch
Drive agency of the United Foundation,
1t Is funded through the fees it recelves

Tolly visl
ceredi

A caplital fund drive is under way. A
major portlon of the financing bas been
arranged through a bond offering of the
Novl Economic Development Corpora-
ton,

THE NOVI BRANCH Is the first fa-
cility which New Horizons has been
able to bulld to its own speciflcations,
from the ground up. It will be used pri-
marily to evaluate " skills and
to provide job training in a realistic
work setting, under professional super-

on. .

The site Is at 41108 Vincenti Court, In
the Vinceatl Industrial Park, oft
Meadowbrook Road porth of Grand
River.

Construction will be completed in the
early fall.




