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Mclintyre lands
Stevenson post

By Brad Emons
stafl writor

Livenia Stevenson's boys basketball
program wlll have a ditferent look.

It was announced Tuesday that
Franklin’s Hm Mclatyre is the school's
new coach, replacing George Van
Wagoner, whe retired at the end of last
season as one of the state’s winntngest
coaches with a career record of 494-
207.

“Mac’s’ eredentials are flawless and
yow'll see an exciting brand of basket-
ball,” sald Stevenson athletic director
Roger Frayer. “We feel he's the best
choice right now for the job.

“We Interviewed three solld candi-
dates who are proven cnaches and
motivators. We're pleased to get some-
body with as much experlence as Jim
to follow a legend like George Van
Wagoner.”

Frayer was part of a flve-person
search commlttee along with Steven-
son principal Dale Coller, his two as-
slstants, Mary Breen and J. Stephen
Smith, and Van Wagoner.

Also Intervlewed Monday were long-
time Stevenson JV coach Jim George
imd former Bentley coach Jim Komu-
a.

McINTYRE SPENT the past eight
scasons as Franklin's varsity coach.
His best season came in 1981-82 when
Franklin won the Northwest Suburban
League crown and posted a 16-5
record.

A ficry coach, Mclntyre's Franklin
teams used the fast-break and full-
court pressing defenses almost exclu-
sively during his reign.

Mclntyre's son, John, Is also well
known throughout the arca. He was a
consensus afl-state guard at Redford
Cathollc Central and will attend the
University of Detrolt this fahl.

1 sure hope to meet the new chal-
lenges at Stevenson,” said Mclntyre.
“George had good success there, and I

hope it contlnues.”

With the closing thls week of Bentley
High Schoa), tcachers and administra-
tors in the Livonia schoo! distrlct wait-
ed until last week to find out new build-
ing asslgnments.

McINTYRE, a health and physical
cducatlon teacher, was bumped from
Franklin's staf{ to Stefenson,

“I'm gettlng a full-time teaching po-
sltion at Stevenson and that gave me an
opportunily to apply,” he said. “Every-
thing kind of fell Into place and know-
Ing Date {Coltar was principal at
Franklin} didn't hurt.

“But coachlng is more than belng
there on Tuesday and Friday nights.
Belng in the building where you coach
has a lot of benefits,”

Mclntyre, however, regrets leaving
Franklin.

“I had some good years at Franklin
and T had some good kids,” McIntyre
safd. “We weren't always big, but we
scrapped.

“And George Lovich was a super AD
{athletlc director) and I had all the sup-
port I needed. There were a lot of
friends, and It's a good faculty, and I'f
miss that.

“But this gave me an opportunity ta
stay in coaching and I hope te stay for
years and bulld a program.”

McINTYRE ADMITS there may be
a period of adjustment for hitn and the
players.

“George (Van Wagoner) Is a dlfferent
personality than me,” Melntyre sald.
“My intensity level Is different. But the
thing George and I have in common is
that we have the best interests In the
klds.”

The hiring of McIntyre by Stevenson
means that Franklin is searchlog for a
new coach.

With many summer basketball pro-
grams beginning Monday, Lovich will
be pressed for time to find a new suc-
cessor to Melntyre.

Niemi gets Canton job

By Brad Emons
statf writer

Plymouth Canton's search for a boys
basketball coach ended Thursday when
Tom Niemi was named to replace
Dave Van Wagoner.

Nieml Is no stranger to the area,
having coached the past two scasons at
Livonla Bentley, which is closing its
doors for good this week.

‘The announcement of Niemi’s hiring
was made Friday by Plymouth-Canton
Schools assistant athletic director Paul
Cummings.

“Tom's had an outstanding record
wherever he's gone, and he's the best
candidate at this time for Canten bas-
ketball,” sald Cummings.

Nlemi, 43, teaches law, home and
family courses and bualness arithmetic
at Belleville High School, where he
coached varslty basketball for 10 years
(1973-83).

. Prlor to that, Nlemi coached junior
varsity basketball from 1969 to 1973 at
Livonfa Franklln. He is a native of

Negaunee, Mich. {in the Upper Peninsa.
la).

“I'M LOOKING FORWARD to get-
ting started, but right now I'm kind of
scrambling,” Nlemi told the Observer
Friday afternoon. “I know Canton had
a lot of people graduate, and they had
an excellent team two years ago.”

Van Wagoner stepped' down after
four seasons and a 41-41 career record.
The highlight of hls brief stint was the
1983.84 scason when he guided the
Chiefs 10 a 16-6 record and a Western
Lakes Conference title.

Van Wagoner resigned because he
sald he couldn't run an effectlve bas-
ketball program without belng in the
bigh school bullding. {He teaches at
Lowetl Middle School.)

Nieml took the Bentley job during
the 1993-84 season and led the Bulldoga
to the Class A reglonal finals despite a
sub .500 season. His team upset Livonia
Stevenson that year for the distrlet
crown,
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Carolyn Smith walks dejectedly off the tield Monday with coach
Joe Epstein ofter Franklin lost the Class A tinal 5-0 to L'Ansc
Creuse.

By Brad Emons
statf writer

Livenla Fraoklln got In Chris
Harms' way but couldn’t flnish the
Job Monday In the state Class A soft-
ball championship at Lansing’s Ran-
ney Park.

L'Ansc Creuse North, behind the
clutch pltching of Harms and timely
hitting from her tcammates, dashed
lhg Patriats’ dreams of a state title,
5.0.

Harms, considered the state’s pre-
mier pltcher, gave up seven hits and
was the vietim of four errvors, But she
was tough in pressure sltuations.

“We just didn’t hit In the clutch, and
they made It count when they had
people on,” gald Franklin coach Joc
Epsteln, whose team finished with a
sparkling 25-4 record.

Franklin squandered three bases-
loaded opportunitics and Ieiv 10
runners’stranded In a loss that proved
to be more than frustrating.

“We dld hit her (Harms),” said Ep-
stein. “We didn't beat ourselves. It
was a matter of hitting.

“But I'm very proud of these glrls
and we'll be back next year.”

FRANKLIN'S JUNIOR ACE, Tra-
cy Lectka, came into the game with
three consecutlve four-hit tourna-
ment shutouts. But on this day, she
didn’t have her best stuff and was
roughed up for 11 hits,

“I told the girls not to swing at
Lectka's change-up (pitch),” said
North coach Jerry Donnelly, whose
team finlshed 22-8 overall. *I told
them to walt for the fast stuff, Some
of those glrla who got the hits today
hado’t been hitting the ball this year,

“Franklin was a good team, and 1
give them eredit for puiting us in
pressure situatlons. They never gave
up.”

L'Anse Creuse scored a run in the
first Inning on a double by Kari
Sonntag followed by a Lestic Grlmes
single.

Franklin odyssey ends with jolt

In the top of the sccond, No. 8 hitter
Lisa Sokolowski, a thorn in Lectka's
slde, singled hame Tracy Osborne to
make It 2:0.

Franklln threatened in the bottom
half of the Inning with one out on sin-
gles by Kris Roman and Beth Stew-
art, followed by a North Infleld crror
to load the bases.

But Harms got out of the jam, fann-
ing Terrl Obey and getting Sue Panzi
on a fly out.

BOTH TEAMS went down quictly
the next two innlngs, but North
cranked up its bats again in the flfth
for two runs on a triple by Amy Be-
gay, a double by Bonnle Kacer and a
triple by Grimes — all hard-hlt balls,

In the bottom half of the dnning,
Franklln mounted its most serious
threat of the afternoon with one out,

Cherle Mascarello was safe on an
error, Sue Panzl doubled and Lectka
walked to load the bases. Carolyn
Smith then ripped a shot past the first
baseman, but Lectka, runnlng from
first to second, couldn’t get out of the
way of the grounder as the ball
caromed off her lcg. She was ruled
out, .

Harms then fanned Marla Vas.
seliou to end the Inning.

“That could have led to a blg [nning
and a couple of rurs,” sald Epsteln of
the dead ball play. “It was a tough
break because the ball was hit hard.”

North added an insurance run [n
the sixth te go ahead §-0,

Franklln loaded the bases agaln In
the bottom half of the Inning but
came vp empty-handed.

In the bottom of the seventh, Smith
singled with one aut but was nalled on
a throw by Grimes on a throw from
first te third for a game-ending dou-
ble play.

“WE'VE BEEN shuttlng tcams
down with the runners on second and
third — no out — and with the bascs
loaded all season long,” said Donnel-
1y. “We've just been able to bear down
when we had to. We've been dolng It
that way all year,”

Observerland kickers eye 3rd O&E title

Continued from Page 1 and Plymouth Canton's Beth Frigge.

viduals, Including Mary Kay and An.
nette,” Storeh sald. “We're looking
forward to the challenge. We have
players on our team of high caliber
talent. I think we'il have a very good
chance of doing well.”

The Observer team Is comprised of
Stevenson players Hussey, Daniclle
Montroy, Marcl Jamrog, Paula
Divens,. Lisa Broccarde, Stephanie
Beck and Leasa Klix; Franklin's Lau-
ra Alcala and Kim Owings; Bentley's
Amy Weber; Mercy's Ruggicro, Amy
DeMattla and Margaret DeMattia;
Nerth Farminton's Kristl McMinn;
Farmington Harrison's Michelle Wise

THE ECCENTRIC team Includes
Athens players Clndy Wass, Shelagh
Brett, Kathleen Guzinski, Kameren
Ketelhut and Kelly Wuolukka; Troy's
Caral Grenn, Liz Suttie and Emlly
Riemer; Bloomfield Hills Andover's
Carrle Bree and Beth Longo; Blr-
mingham Marian's Betsy Clement,
Angel Capaldl and Kate Ferguson;
Seaholm's Andreae; West Bloom-

field’s Karen Bednark and Bloom{leld
Hills Lahser's Neala McInerney.
Hussey, the No. I player in the
state, scored 98 goals and added 59
assists durlng her career. This year,
she scored 16 goals and had 11 assists,
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Rugglero, In two years with Merey,
scored 54 goals and had 41 asaists in
33 games.

Broccardo and Moniroy lead the
Obscrver defense, while Brett and
Grenn lead the Eccentric defense.

Andreae and Wass are leading

scorers for the Eceentric team. Thls
season, Andreae had 21 goals and 25
assists, while Wass scored 33 goals
and added 17 asslsts.

Troy Athens High School is at 4333
John R., just north of Wattles (17 Mite
Road). John R. is four mlles east of
Coolldge.
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