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Portraying graduates of Georgotown Unlvurllty, who examine how

their lives have since coll

(left), Emilio Estevez, Judd Nelson and Rob Lowa.

Cjane

McCarthy

Glven the movies' view of our cul-
ture, apparently no one grows up caslly
— or well — these days. .

“St. Elma’s Flre" ls *The Big Chlll™
for adolescents, with an engaging
young cast hanging out for an hour and
a balf feellng sorry for itsclf. Self-plty
is not a noble emotion, partlcularly
when emitted by a group that h:u alot
going for It.

The self-pity and the immaturity of
“St. Elmo’'s Flre” spoll what might
have been a pleasant flim, “Hl-Jinks
Among the Freshman Class” is my sug-
gested title, but I find it extremely dif-
ficult to belleve these characters are
college graduates, Georgetown Univer-

sity, no less.

The film beglns with a flashback to
graduatlon as the seven close {riends
and lovers of undcrgraduate days are
struggling to grow up In their various
cmployments during the first year af-
ter graduation.

SORTING OUT who was dofng what
to whom, or dreaming about it, takes a
llttle doing. In this corncr, decorating
their incredible Hollywood-style apart-
ment/bam/loft are the set-piece lov-
ers: Alex (Judd Nelson) and Leallie (Ally
Sheedy). She’s content to live with him,
but he wants to get married. I don't
know who is supporting whom (psycho-
logleally as well ag [inancially), but
someone had a bundle to afford that
apartment.

Meanwhlle, back In his 18th-century
angst, Kevin (Andmw McCarthy) pines
for the tove of Leslle while he struggle
to cxpress the true meaning of llfe,
when he's not writing obltuarites for
the Washington newspaper where he
warks.

Wendy (Mare Winnlngham), the wel-
fare worker, I8 also forlorn. She has
two men to contend with, her father,
Mr. Beamish (Martin Balsam), who is
overly protective, and Billy {Rob
Lowe), the wild and carefree saxo-
phone player,

Balsam plays the role with a vague
aura of wonder at how he got Invovied
with all these self-destructlve teenle-
boppers and with a convincing air of
dyspepsia,

Bllly 1s an Interesting character.
He's married to Fellcia (Jenny Wright)
because they had a kid. He doesn't
seem to know she’s allve until be sees
her with another guy. As far as Wen-
dy's last love for him, Billy's out to
lunch. He's really most interes

Julie {Demi Moare), the friend in the
fast lane, snorting coke and swinging
with her

BUT WM‘I‘, there's one more: Kirbo
(Emilio Estevez), the would-be law stu-
dent and walter at St. Elmo's, the bar
where they all spent their undergradu-
ate days. He spends much of his time
chasing an older gal, a med student,
Dale (Andie MacDowell), who really
isn't Interested.

‘The only thing to be said for Kirbo is
that his sclf-destructive tendencles are
directed outside the group whereas ev-
cryonc clse i3 picking at a friend or
two. If these guys arc buddies, I'd hate
to see what they do to the oppoall!on

Meanwhile Columbla Pictures s
gearing up for a blg summer at the box
offlee with a musle video featuring the
{llm's stars nlong with rock alnger John
Parr, as well as a single and a sound-
track album, all due out the week be-
fore the natlonal release of the film on
Friday.

Music videos and heavy emphasis on
record albums match the teen age in-
terest level the flim maintains through-
out. It probably will be auccessful with
that crowd, although *St. Elmo's Flre®
lacks the style, humor and maturity of
Rob Reiner's recent success, “A Sure
Thing." And Reliner's characters are
only {reshmen,

The most mature moment in “St.
Elmo's Flre” comes when Blly ex-
plalns the great symbolic meaning of
the title,
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The young women In thalr llvel from campus days to tho present
aro Mare Winningham {left), Deml Moore and Ally Sheedy.

Enjoy . . . the Canadian Brass, Sun-
day morning concerts at Rackham
Awlitorivm, New Orleans and big
band style jazz concerts, William
Windum presenting the World of
Jumnes Thueber, Hal Holbrook in Mark
Twain Tonight, master mime Marcel
Marceau, the classic Chaplin film
“Carcus," the Toronto Dance Theatre,
contralto Maureen Forrester, che
Baller of Maneeeal, and much more
during this three week festival of

che performing ares.

Ticket Sales
Tickets may be purchased by elephune
(Visa of MasterCard only) or in person ac
the Power Center box office. There is an
additional charge of $3.00 per order
* when ordering over the phone, and the
assigned seats will be the best available
. from the price category chosen. All sules
are final. No tickets will be held or
reserved without payment.

'PHONE ORDER FORM

Phone Orders
¢ Place orders by calling
(313) 763-0950
* Please have the information below
avitilable when you call:
= Visa or MasterCard Number;
* Expiration date of the card;
* Lvent(s) for which you are
ing tickets;
Price(s) of the cickers you are
ordering;
Number of scats you need:
Total purchase (plus $3.00 service
charge).
Box Office Hours
The Ann Arbor Summer Festival box
office in the Power Center will be open
11:00 a.mv. to 6:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday, Beginning June 29
and continuing throughout the Fes-
tival, the box office will be open seven
days a week, 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Performance hall box offices are

.

open one hour before the scheduled -
performance time,

ORDER YOUR TICKETS NOW!
CALL (313) 763-0950
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: Dare Performance & Time Loc* | Priceeircte) | x No. | Amount i
"™ une 20 SAT | Opening Event: Gala Garden Party 6 pm pc | s [
B Junc 29 SAT | Canadun Brass 8pm e PC_ | $15-14-13-18 »
I__lunc 20 SUN | Sunday A.M. Conceer: K Gy Plagers L1 am RA_!_$HGen Adm. :
[ —lunc 30 su> Liona Boyd, Guitasist 3 prm RA | $8.6.4.2 d
W Juac 30 SUN | Canadisn Brass 8B pm PC. $15-14-14.11 [ ]
B L MON | Tusonto Dance Theatee tProgram #1) % pin o b PC | $15.14:03.11 1
Byt MON [ Liona tosd. Guitarie ¥ pm RA | $10-8.6.3 n
B___tuy2 Tamnto Dance Thestee (Peogeam #) K pm ¥ PC $15-14-13-11 ot
] Jm» 2 Recitat: Cliburn Campetin Wonaer 8 pm RA | 365 ]
§_ July3 WED | Paul Whiteman Hustone Conceer 8 pr PC_|_$16.14-t3.10 1
l |u|y a THU_| Witham Windom plays Thurber 8 pny PC_| $15-14-13-11 [
B ulys PRI | Wlliam Windom plays Thurher 8 pm PC_| $15-14.0%01 j
B July 6 _SAT [ Narwonal Aets Centre Orchestra S pin ¥ PC_ | $16.14.13-11 N
B Jub'? SUN | Marcel Marceau (Program #U) 1 pm PC_| s12-11-108 1
o luty 7 SUN__| Hal Holbeouk i Mark Twasn Tomche' 8 pm MT | sid-1d-10 []
B a7 SUN | Marecl Manican (Peogram # 11 Hpm PC | $16-33-13-10 ]
B joiy 8 MON [ Baller of Montreal (Prugram #4) % pm & PC $15.14.13-11 2
1__iyg Hal Hulbrook in Mark Twan Tonugehe' 8 piny MT | $18-14-10 L
B luly? allee of Mootread (Pengeam #2) 8 pm & PC | $15.14-18.11 |-}
MY Rewetal: Clibusn Competiton Wiance K pm RA []
I July 1y | Mareel Masccan (Program #2) 8 pin PC a
B juy 0_THU | Marcet Masceau (Program #2) 8 pm vC -
B ety 12 BRE | Pocket Operain The Bridge of Sighs 8 pm LM |
B__July 18 SAT | Pucker Opers The Brider of Sighs ¥ pm 1M 1
B July 13_SAT | Chaplin's Classiv Film Cirgus 8 pm MT §
i TJuly th SUN_| Sunday AM_ Concer: Ars Musia (Pogeans #10 Nam_ | RA | $8 Gen, Adin. 1
4 July 13 SUN | Bran Glow's Magic Shuw i pm < PC_| 36 Gen. Adm. u
B__Juty t4 SUN_ | Mauecen Borrestee & Otlord Quartet 4 pm_$ RA |’ $10-8-6-3 |4
B luty 14 SUN_ | Pocket Opera L Vie Parisicone B pm M| S13-L418.11 L}
u July 15_MON | Maureen Foreestes & 10uhestis Bpm ¥ PC_ | $iS-14-13.10 ]
B0y 17 WED | Ann Arbior Clvle Theater, The Robber Bridegroom 8 pm [ PC $14-12.11.9 ']
l uly 18 _THU Ann Arbor Civie Th he Robbar Bridegroom 8 pm PC $14.12.110_ "
B July 19" FRI__|_Ann Arbor Civic Theater, The Rabbar Brideyroom 8pm | _PC | 51412118
B__July 20 SAT | LOOU Yearsof Jazz Bpm PC_|_$10980
§__July 21_SUN_| Sunday A.M. Concere: Ars Musica (Program #2) tlam | RA | $8Gen. Adm. !
B juy 21 SUN | Warld Yourh Orghestea/Clibutn C Winnet #oim | PC | SI008-6
B0ty 22 MON_ | CGeoman Youh (Program #1) 8 pm PC_|_$13-14-13-11
N___Juty2}_TUE | German Youth Orchestea/Kremer (Program #2) 8 pm PC | 813141411
B Michigan Theatee Coupon Buok {10 admissions) MT | s
H Murilyn Mason Bach Fesrival (6 admissinns) cC | sw :
*Lacations: PC-Powes Genter RA-Rackham Auditorium LM-Lydia Mendelssabn Theaces Sevice Charge | 300
= . MT-Michigan Theater CC-First (.un‘,rqnuuml Church & Canadian atteaction s
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