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By Joanno Maliszewskl
staff weiter

Several days before Farmington
Hills resident Shashi Gupta and her
two young children planned to leave
{or a trip home to see family in Bom-
bay, India, she slopped by ISast Mid-
dle School to say goodbye to her su-
pervisor,

“She was so anxious 10 go there,"”
said ¢ A ine, coerdina-
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indian family
lost im crash

crashed Into the sca Sunday off ihe
coast of Ireland. A}l passengers are
presumed dead,

‘The Gupta’s were among the Amer-
fcan residents aboard the Alr-India
flight. Including the Guptas, 21 of the
28 were from six families in

n
Canton Township, Troy and Sterling
Helghts.

“No one really this,”

Amit Gupta

Shashi Gupta

ArII Gup(u

dine said. “All of this is un-

tor of the Farmington Schoel Dis-
trict’s bilingual depariment, in which
Gupta, 35, worked as a teacher for
the past twa years,

Despite the excitement of returning
to her native India with her children,
Gupta, a Hindu, expressed concern
nbnul the political tenslon In her

d since the of
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi last
year, Alameddine said.

“SHE HOPED that when she g,ncs
there ceverything would be OK.”
Alameddine said, adding he told her
not to worry, all would be well.

Gupta and her children, 10-year-old
daughter Arti and 6-ycar-old son
Amit, were among the 329 passengers
aboard the Afr-India Bocing 747 that

Families
gather
overseas

By M.B. Dllion Ward
staff wrlter

Relatives of the 11 Wayne and Qak-
land county victlms of Sunday’s Air-
India crash ncar Ireland will be per-
mitted to vlew recovered bodies be-
ginnlng today, according to a Cork
County Regfonat Hospltal official In-
terviewed by the Observer & Eccen-
trle.

Familles from Canton Townshlp,
Farmington Hills and Troy were
among the 329 passengers, mostly of
Indlan descent, aboard the 1ll-fated
Night to New Delhi, India vla Toron-
te, Canada.

NO ONE is thought tohave sur-
vlved the alr disaster, the third worst
in avtatlon history.

Rescue woarkeras have recovered
136 bodies from the crash slte 120
miles southwest of Cork, Ireland In
the north Atlantle, Twelve of the bod-
ies are those of chlldren, said Joscph
Lyons of the Cork hospltal.

Belleved dead are Canton’s
Pulevelll and Aleykutty Jacob, thelr
daughters Jlssey, Jancey, and son
Justin, 8. Shashi Gupla of Farmington
Hills, her son, Amit, and daughter,
Artl, also were aboard the Boeing
747, as were Troy resldents Sarof
E.icdl ber daughter, Anu, and son, Ja-

n.

NEXT OF kin from all three fami-
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called for. I'm still numb. 1 feel com-
pletely heartbroken. We're heipless.
We can't do anything about this.”

Echoing similar sentiments, Farm-
Ingten Schoa) District Superintendent
Lewis Schulman called the jetliner
crash and presumed toss of the Gup-
tas a “tragedy.”

ON HEARING THE news about the
Alr-India crash, Alameddine, a family
friend, said he tried to call Sudhlr,
Gupta's busband, at their home on
Birchcrest Way.

“We heard it through the news,”
Alameddine sald. “I tried to call but it
was busy so I went to the house.”

There Gupta, who was to joln his
family In Bombay in two wecks, was
among friends who had heard of the

‘No one really expected this. All of this is uncalled for. 'm
still numb. I feel completely heartbroken. We're helpless.

We can’t do anything about this.’

— Harounne Alameddine

tragedy, Alameddine said. Gupta is a
technical director for the Mercier
Carp. of Birmingham,

“He was extremcly emotional,”
Alameddine said. Gupta had taken his
famlly to Toranto where they boarded
Alr-India Flight 182,

ALAMEDDINE SAID Gupta told
hlm that the last thing his wife sald
before Jeaving was, “I'm golng to

write to Mr, Alameddine.”

By carly afternoon Monday, Gupta
was on his way to New York City
where he would catch a plane to Ire-
land, Alameddine sajd, From there
Gupta was expected 1o fly to Bombay
to be with his wlfe’s parents.

"Her parents were waiting for

her,” Alameddine said, adding a blg
party was awaiting their arrival.

Gupta joined the school district's
bilingual staff two yecars ago and
worked with Indian students, helplng
them adjust to the United States as
well as adapt to the school studies,
Alameddine sald,

“She is going to be mlssed unbeliey-

ably,”" Alameddine sald. “She is a loss
to the district and to the community.

Ploase turn to Page 3

Flight 182

Perilous path of Air-India

Aza Arbor

Ypsllant Twp.

Sterting Hetght

Related stories on Page 3A:

— Indians pay tribute to victims at me-
morial.
— Community leader mourns 1055 of
young people.
— Victima’ friends and neighbors grieve
over tragedy.

oral quarrel

In the lost twe weeks worldwide at-

activity.

First came the hostage erials on
TWA Flight 847. Then the world
learned of the crash of an Air Indla
Jetliner off the coast of Ircland and
the exploslon of tuggage in Tokvo.

Officiala at travel agencies and air-
lines say ngers have expressed
concern over traveling abroad,

tentlon has been focused on terrorist *

Would you change
your holiday plans?

Today's Oral Quarrel questlon is:

Conaldering the turmoll in the
world, what are your thooghts about
traveling zow? Would you change
your vaeation plans?

To answer this question, call 477-
5498 before 1 p.m. on Friday, To sce
how your neighbors fecl about thls is-
sue, please look in Monday's Farm-
ington Observer,
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Your Observer carrler will bo

stopping by this weoek to
collect for the month. Please
have the monsy ready and
bo sure to got your recolpt.
It's worth a $2.00 discount
on the next classified

advertisomont you place In

your homatown newspaper.

By Joanno Mallszewskl
staft wrltor

Eliminating primary electlons and
allowlng newly elected council mem-
bers to take office Immediately are
two of five propesed amendments to
the Farmington Hills City Charter vot-

4 crs wlll be asked to consider In the No-

vember general election,

T ' “No matter what we do here tonight,

the publle votes on It at the next gener-

+ .al clection,” sald Mayor Jan Dolan, as-

suring residents that tho charter can be
changed only by a vote of the elector-
ate.

g a public hearing Monday

Council
backs
mayor

By Joanno Maliazawak}
stalf writor

Despite opposition from Councliman
Charles Willlams and hls crlticism of
her resume and job experlence, Massle
Kurzeja has been appointed to a three-
year term on the Farmington Hills
Zoning Board of Appeals {ZBA).

“The citizens ol Farmington Hills de-
serve the t people we can put
forih,” saild Willlams. He sald Kur-
ze)a’s resume shows that she has had 19
months of work expericnce — mostly
secretarial and office — in the past
clght years.

Referring to Kurzeja's lack of work
and professional experience, Willlams
said he preferred that she be appointed
as an alternate member of the ZBA
rvather than a {ull-time member.

Instead, John Tesner, whose resume
was also referred to Monday by Wit
llams, should be appointed full time
tather than as alternate as recom-
mended by Mayor Jan Dolan, Williams
satd. Tesner is a real estate broker and
llcensed bullder.

“We don't get as many women appll-
cants, but they should be just as quall-
fied,” Williams sald.

Desplte hls opposition, council ap-
proved Kurzeja's appolntment fn a 5-0
vote. Councliman Donn Wolf was ab-
sent,

ALTHOUGH kURZEJA, a former
Houslng Commission and Rehabtiita-
tlon Loan Board member, remained si-
lent throughout the publlc discusslor,
she later commented on Willlams' op-
position to her appolntment.

“I would have had more respect for
Charlic Willlams had ke come out and
sald exactly why he didn't want me on
the board Enstead of demeaning people
who have office skills,” said Kurzefa,
one of Farmington Hills' most well-
known councll watchers, "It scems he
has no respect for women.

“Everybody no matter who they are
has somcthing to offer,” she contlnued,
“I don't think the dcgrees or the job a
person holds denotes any amount of In-
telligence,

“If it takes a doctorate to sit on the
commission, it seems to me there
wouldn't be too many commissioners.”

Kurzefa replaces George Roberts,
whose term on the ZBA expired. Rob-
erts In turn was appointed Monday to
replace Kurzefn on the Housing Com-
mls::jnn and Rehabilitation Loan

AT FIRST, Willlams requested that
the appolntments be delayed toward
the end of Monday's four-hour meeting,
30 Wolf, who had left council chambers
a few minutes carlicr, would have an
opportunity to comment. Wolf, howev-
er, dld not return to council chambers,

Willlams also tock exceptlon to Kur-
z¢]a’s appolntment because of the num-
ber of refatively new members on the
ZBA.

“There are more new people on uus
board than ever before,” Willlams said,
adding that appeinting an anxperl-
enced resident as an alternate “‘would
be a way of getting expertence.”

But Councllwoman Joan Dudley re-
minded Willlams of an incldent about
year ago when he, as mayor, recom-
mended appolatments and  council
disagreed. At that time, Willlams told
couneil they should stand behind mayo-
ral appolntments.

Ploase urn to Page 10

 Charter changes
sought in Hilis

on the issue, council agreed in a unant-
mous 7-0 vote Monday to put a serles of
proposed amendments to the 12-year
;}ld city charter on the November bal-
ot

Cauncil’s vote of unlty in moving for-
ward with the proj amendments
on the November ballol came after
Councilwoman Joan Dudley offered to
withdraw an amendment, opposed to
by all but Dudley, which would limit
councll members’ terms of office.

BESIDES ELIMINATING primary
elections and allowing nowly elected
councll members to take office imme.

Ploaso turn to Page 10



