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Family vacation tradition ends in death

By Jaan Adamczsk
otaff wrlter

The Louls DiCicco family always
locked forward to summer vacations
together.

“Everbody looked forward to it It
was a good time for fathers and sons to
be together, We do this yearly,” Janice
DiCiceo said about her family’s vaca-
tion.

She sat In her Farmington Hills
home on Friday with davghter, Laura,
and a close frlend waitlng for word
from the Canadlan government on
when the bodies of her husband, Louts,
44, and sons David, 11, and Christopher,
9, would be coming home.

The three dled in a boating accldent

Iast Tuesday while flshiog on Bruce
Lake, Ontario,
DiCleco's father, Wilbur Elcher, 65
of Weat Bloomfleld, also went on the
fata) fishing trip. As of Friday morn-
ing, Canadian authoritics were stll}
searching Bruce Lake for hls body.

“I never suspected this — nobody
did,” DICleco sald 'In a tear-choked
volee,

HER .FAMILY lcit Michigan June

‘Louis lived every day to its fullest, and
e loved to have a lot of people around.’

— Diane Karp
nelghbor

21 for her brather’s home In Isant!,
Minn. She stayed In Isant! with her
mother, daughbter and sister-in-law,
while the men drove on to Bruce Lake,
Ontario, about 500 miles north of Min-

nesota.

One of DiCleco’s sons, John, 15,
stayed home to attend summer school,
she safd.

“The men left Mlanesata on Friday
alterncon to go up and spend a week
fishing. We found out about the accl-
dent on Tuesday (June 23), between
12:30 and 1:30 p.m.," DiCcco said.

‘The men stayed at the Trout Rlver
Lodge, near Bruce Lake, accordlng to
John Paquette, constable of the Ear
Falls, Ontario Provincal Police Post.

Conditions on Bruce Lake were
“rough” when the accldent occurred,
sald Paquette.

‘““The owner of the lodge asked them
{the fishermen) not to go out, but they
wen} anyway,” Paquetts sald in a tele-
phone [nterview on Friday.

None of the victims wore llfe jackets
desplte the four- to flve-foot waves pn
ﬁtad& by 4Yi-mile lake, the constakle

A total of 12 males went out in three
16-foot aluminum boats, four males to
each boat, Paguette sald,

“YQU WOULDN'T want to be out
there in a boat that slze with thoso
waves. I can't underatand why they
weg! out there in the first place,” he

Dil}lcco sald her brother, Dennis
Elcher, told her the waves were “no
hlgher 1.han any others they bad been in

before.”

“It was @ set of lmky eircum-
ﬂ!:;:u." DiClcco sald, describing the
a

“The (boat) motor dled, that was
freaky, the squall came up, that was
{reaky, too many people in cne boat, it
‘was all freaky,” she explatned.

"Golug aver ]l of this isn't going to
change the fact.”

The deaths took place after two of
u:e boats capsized. Only one of

elight persons In the two capslzed boats,

 Dennis Elcher, survived.

Ho called his sister, Janice, and told
her not to travel to Canada, that the
authorities were looking for the bodles.

NEIGHBORS IN THE Woodstream
Farms subdivision where the DiClcco
family resldes, remember Louis DiClc-
co and sons a5 “well-Uked” and
“terrific =

‘“I'hey were an all-American, terrific
family and peighbors,” said neighbor
Betty Tarver,

“Mr. DiCicco always did a lot of nice
things with the kids,” she said,

“Louls lived every day to its fullest,
and he loved to bave a lot of people
around,” sald neighbor Dizna Karp,

“David and Chrls were well.

David DiClcco

mannered and respectiul, and we'll all
mias them very much,” she added.
“Both David and Chria were well-
liked and did very well In school,” sald
Frank at &;la Ele-
meaury School who
Chris would have been a ﬂ!th grader
at Eagle in the fall. David: would have

By Joan Adamczak
staff writer

During his 12 years as a Michigan,

been at the aceno of more automoblle
accidents than be cares to

This trooper tells why
buckling up saves lives

that 980 people bnd seat belts

to use in their vehicles. Of those killed,
891 did not use seat bous and 68 people
who dld buckle up dled according to

State Police trocper, David Halre has. police.

As ol June 23 this year, state pollco
traffic

Perhapa that 15 why he is s0 adamant
when it comes to discussing Michigan's
mandatory seat belt Inw which goes
into effect July 1.

“It's so senseless not lo wear seat
belts,” Haire aald during a recent inter-
view at the Ml:higan State Police post
in Northviil

“(Tnﬂlc) lauuus can be prevent-
ed, there's just no doubt about it,”
Halre sald.

In 1084 there were 1,550 traffle fa-
talitles in Michigan, according to state

Mee records,
Of those fatalitles, state police sald

By Jean Adamczak
statt writer

Proponents of the mandatory seat
belt law are hailing its July 1 imple-
mentation by noting it is the best way
to cut bighway traffic deaths,

The move to crack down on tralfic
fatalities and [njuries in Michigan
through a mmdatnry seat belt law was
three years in the making,

On July 1 the law will go into eﬂ'ect.
requiring uil Miehigan drivers and
front seat ers to buckle up or
run the risk of paying a $10 fine.

"l‘m pleasad u;fbt of all the tﬂﬂlc

bave ded 811

Michigan.

Of those fatalities, state police said
410 had seat belta. avallable to use in
thelr vehicles. Of those killed, 356

ves, according to stata police.

"ll 's poople’s nme‘n! ldu that, ‘Hey,
it {acctdent) m 't happen to me,’ but It

does hap; sald Haire.

‘I ean’t lcl.lyon for a fact that some-
one who was killed In 2n accident and
didn't wear a belt woeld be alive today
if they had bad a belt on,” Haire ex-

plo did not use thelr seat bells, and 54 plalnod

peuple who did use thelr belts died, ac-
cording to police records.

“Using seat belts would prevent
about 80 pement of the t.uﬂic fatall

" ties we bave now,” Haire zal

In Qakland County, state pcllce have
rccorded 61 traffic fatalitles as of June
9,18

OF TBOSE FATALITIES, 49 people
had seat belts avallabls to use In thelr

state, New York, had a mandatory sea!

belt law, says . That state has .l-
ready reduced it's traffic fatalities by
27 percent, be says.

Other countries such as Australla,
New Zealand, Germany, France and
Great Britaln bave bad mmdatcryml
belts laws for some time, says Reel. Of
thoss countries, Great Britaln han at-
mlnednﬂspemmtlnzelovel.tha

highest Reel says he has ever seen.

“OUR GOAL IN Michigan is to get a
70 percent usage level At this level,
300 lives a year could be saved as well
u pmenun,, 1000-10 ,000 serious inju-

”_.. sall

safely seat
belt) law is t!w most eﬂecuva, most
immediate and will pot cost the tax-
payers money," said Tom Reel, execu-

k2
25.8 percent of front seat
occuplnu ‘usa seat belts in Michigan,
according to Reel Last year, the per-
ce_nngc was around 19 pa:eent. ho

“But what I can tell you ls that there
have been many times, {n my own oplo-
1on, where I'm sure in my
person's Injuries may have been min-
imized or a llfe would have been saved
had seat belts been worn.”

Haire refutes the argument that pec-
ple are sometimes safer without the

mind that a . B

Trooper David Haire of the Michigan Staté Police Post In North-
viite, demonastrates the proper way to wear & shoulder harness
safety beit. Bonl::lnu July 1, all Michigan drivers and front seat

Ploasa turn to Page 6

anntbemlauluumlbel!mge
goes, with a 25 percent usage level, ac-
0! o Reel.

“Wealthy, educated suburban drivers
are the ones who seem to be more dri
aware of using seat belts and have re-
sponded accordingly,” Reel sald.

In a telephone poll conducted recent.
ly by a firm in Farmington
Hills, 83 percent of the 600 people
polled Auldit.heyw mew;n c;]r. and
83 percent say they o up
come July 1, says Reel,

“‘Most of the mcﬁon wa get s falrly
positive,” he sald, "but we're not golng
to win them all oves,”

G

their vehicles.

belt. Children under age foar must still
be gmperly protected In a child car
seal

-Auonneisinlwremthou
vers and passengers who refuse to
buckle up. The fine will increase to $25
.uu Jml 1986,
Alaw officer cannot

d to wear the safety belts available In

B-Day: Safety belt use now mandatory

law Is a civil Infrlcﬂon. No pennlty
points will be assessed to your dri

record,
® Tho law excludes buses, motorcy-
cles, mopeds, commercial or U.8. Post-
al Service vehiclo which makes fre-
quent stopa lnd motor vehicles being
rural carrier of lha us.

} nnp a driver just becasue the driver

does not have & seat belt on. Enforce.
ment of the law s a secondary action
when the driver has beea stopped for
suspected violation of another traffic
offense,

“What we're hoping 13 that officers

will remind people first and issue a

vurnlnl before writlng a ticket,” Reel

THE SPECIFICS of the law are as sald.
of fhe faw ® If the unbelted person la under tho mitted.

follows:

age of 18, the driver. will receive the

Postal Servlce whun serving a rural

® Bus ddvm must comply with the
law, alt.hough individual passengers are
exempt.

[ V:hlu!es manufactured before the
date of Jan. 1, 1985, ara exempt from
the law. If an older model vehicle does
not have the shoulder harness as newer
undo,molmehpbellnnmup@-

@ The law exempts drivers or pas-
2 tten verifica-

Chris DiClcco

been a seventh grader at Warner Mid-
dlo School.

“Think of a positive description and
that was David," sald Warner principal
Walter Scoble.

Farmington schools asalstant super-

Pleasa tum to Page 6

Cop shop
for Hills
under way

. nymnmlnnmw-u
“ statf writer -

" At long last, copstruction will bqin
thl ‘week on a'new Farmington Hills
police facility with completion expect-
ed by, the spring of 2085,
poled 23,000-aquape-foot tri-

lice bullding will be a wel-

THE COST of the project Includes
constructlon of the lndl.lty plus all ;lbge

"Nat all of ll u nurlbnmﬂo to the
police bullding al d Tom Bi-
asell, director of the pnbllc services de-
partment.

Once the new bnndlu s eomplewi.

of space will take
pl.nee within the existing city ball.
Some city offices and unlﬂwa'l. who
are also in need of tional space,
mml!kelywlllbemwedlnhthold .
police bullding.

To help finance the projoect, bonds to-

hmu $2.7 million were s0ld June 18
city’s Building Aulhoﬂty at ln
! 3 lntuﬁt ntls. Blasell sald,
nnmend

Appmnmldy l700 000 in surpics’
{ive secretary for the Michigar Coall- . Undu' the law, all drivers and traffic citation. If the unbelted person sengers who possess & written fands, Costick sald.
tlon for Safety Belt Uso In Lansing. Wlthin the last coupla of years, Oak- !rvnt gers must wear a is 16 or older, that person will recelve 1n addition, the costs of landscaping
As of August 1984, only one other land Counly han been among the high- pmper lnd fastened safety the citation. Fallure to comply with the Please tum ta Page 8
', . Please turn to Page 8
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C’ville adop work policy what's inside
“Tha (previom) policy was very va- sigoed at the teachera” discretion, 15 ralse cur expectations and our stand-
By Arfens Funke qae st D by ,c:r(ncipalt?l the  “eThere were no guldelines — It was ands for the distret,” Shibler sald. EARLY DEADLINES!
spocial writer Junior high school and chalrman of the strictly a policy,” Kelly satd, The new policy calls for homework Duo to the July 4th hollday,

Students In the Clarenceville School
District can expéct a moro conaistent
m of lwmawurk wm ‘clagses begin

pnplh' ts also will know

exactly expecmd of them on
tbamb}ectu(homum

Clarenceville School Board re.

emlly adopted & policy calling for new

guidelines on bow and when homework
will be assigned at all K-12 grado lev-

guidelines — which include in-
or ts — wero drawn

dux;xmmge_ ‘TM&mdlfm;lpumlMﬁll l'l'hem;nldel!.nﬂ :l;eb as S. result & beaomwln “Inwer:l m‘l"hﬁ

erently and a t differently of a survey spearhea npeﬂn- tructlo pmmm bia Col ... . 4A

-nmau{mm' e m; tendeat Michael Siber, wbocame lcluda gudelze for btk eschers Gabla Gonnection o

ler the licy “parents 0 district one year a jparent 3| 5 A !

h:n-muxmupmnupegfd 1y 1,300 people, thp{’ayeﬁm tatipn., N ”;MM. ’c':'ﬁ'?@.ﬁ'&ﬁ’.”. e : :g:_

The policy “will be a focal potnuor’.' thau-muuoudpﬂoﬂu \ Shopping Cart . .Soclllong

ot of bome-schioo] communteation,” he,  Sixty percent of the - 8 ... . . 1Sectlon
added. gave the district an A or Suburbanlits , . . . .5-4B
“] think it's goldg to have Pnuy B nunu. Shibler sald. A substantial NEWSLINES, . . 477-5450

good Impact at all (grade) levels,” Kel- pumber sald qhvwedapnllcy on . HOME DELIVERY 601-0500
ly said. CLASSIFIED ADS. 5$1-0800

mwwuqmlom. R )

TBEW%EMM&- other district plaming x

compasses portioos yonts, Farm<  studying curriculum, competency s

Ington and Redford Township. Previcus mmmtwmmmm nust %

guldelines, yoars ago, ed stodents, - -

wats ouly that wmbau— “Allthu-thlnanmlmn;wdo . Pleasetum’toPaged M

we will be closed;Th
Yo place r

tssue (Dol
| m{m!ed Wmﬂ\!ldly’:° July
B lease call today bet-
wsbn am. A530pm.;

undam




