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Gravﬂ in a hit
in 2nd season

By Brad Emons
statt writer

After his flrst secason of coaching
varslty baseball at Plymouth Salem,
John Gravlin was wondering if he bad
made the right dectslon to succeed Bri-
an Glites, who led Salem to the state
Class A semlifinals In 1983,

Gravlln went 13-9 that first year, but
wasn't completely comfortable.

“With the Salem baseball program
there's 50 much to do [t's unbelicvable,”
Gravlin 3aid. “] bad to ask myself: ‘Is
this something you waat to do.’

“ finally sald to mysell: ‘If you're
going to do it, then do it well.”™

Gravlln dedleated himself carly and
the hard work pald off as Salem won
the Western Lakes Conference, winning
12 of 13 league games, to go along with
n 18-8 overall record.

“It was a combination of commit-
ment from our players and acceptance
toward our team goals,” Gravlin sald.
“And lllcre was no question who the
coach wi

It lwllcd down to hard work. The 23
of us got together and established the
goals. We were fortunate to uchieve
them — it was a little luck and bard
work.”

The Observer sports department has
selected the second-year Salem mentor
as Coach-of-the-Year in bascball.

Several other Qbserverland coaches
turned in stellar jobs in other aports.
Herc are the remalnlng Coach-of-the-
Year honoi ees:

Jim Lenle, Garden City, glirls soft.
ball: The flrst-year Garden City coach
. took a sophomore-laden team and flo-

ished 16-4 overall after an 0-13 Cougar
scason in 1984,

Lenlc dlrected the Cougars to a 7-3
Northwest Suburban Lengue record,
good enough for second place behind
first- place Livonla Franklin, the state
runner-up.

Norene Divens, Livonla Stevenson,
glrls soccer: Under the coaching of
Dlvens, Livonia Stevenson recaptured
the state chnmplun:hlp after ﬂnmﬂna
second in 1

In 1983, Dlvcns led to Spamn: to the
astate crown,

This year’s Stevenson squad finizhed
witha lNH record, winning the West-
ern Lakes Soccer League for the sec
ond straight time.

Fred Hanert, Livonia Bentley, boys
track: Also in his first year, Hanert
guided Bentloy to one of most sucesstul
track seasons ever.

Bentley won nine dunl rdeets and
made a strong showing In the Livonia
City Meet, finishing second behind
perennial area power Churchill.

Ironlcally one of Bentley's best track
seasons ever came in the final year of
the school’s existence,

Bob Richardson, Plymoath Canton,
girls track: It's been a slow process
bullding a track program at Plymouth
Canten, but the Chiefs arrived in 1985
behind the veteran Richardson.

Canton won the Western. Dlvision
side of the Western Lakes Activities
Assoclation with a relatively young

team.

It was the Chlefs best overall dual
meet season since the school opencd in
1972,

230 soccer teams
meet at Schoolcraft

Michigan's largest ever youth socter
tournament will be launched Fridoy at
Schoolcralt College.

The sixth annua] Wolverine Tourna~
ment will draw 230 cllte youth soccer
teams vylng for titles In 11 age cate-
gories,

The tournament, which will hoat an
estimated 4,000 players, lnclud': N

teams trom
diana, Wi.scon:ln California and Cana-
da for the three-day event,

A major highlight will be a 14-and-
under boys team competing from Scot-
land.

*This is the largest we've ever Imd

be

played at 26 different fields — 18 at
Schooleraft, nine at Livonia's Blcenten-
otal Park and four at Llvonla’s Jaycee
Park. Al fields are within a four-mile
radlus.

Qualifying matches "begin at 8 a.m.
both Friday and Saturdny, The

Ellen Sckerak ls the new athletie
director at Farmington Hills Mercy
Hlgh School.

Sekerak, who has been the assistant
athletic director and softball coach at
Dearborn St. Alphonsus the past eight
years, replaces De Lorls Yager who
stepped down last year.

“I'm stepplag Into a

gram,” Sckerak sald, *My goal is to
keep the good thinga about the pro-
gram good and make the mediocre
things better.”

YAGER, MERCY'S first AD, took a
low-keyed approach to her athletic di-
rector’s chores, In fact, she never re.
ally considered hersell an AD, con-

more on her du-

pro-

Mercy selects new AD

tles as swim coich and teacher.

“I was hired as a fulltime AD,”
Sekerak sald, “I know Mra. Yager had
other responsibilities, I am not teach-
Ing and I don’t plan on coachlng. I
know the coaches have had to pretty
much run their programa. They arc
golng to have to deal with me a bit
more now. But, having been a coach
myself, I know what to cxpect of my

coaches and they'll know what to ex-
pect of me.”

1t hasn't taken long for the Mercy
coaching staff to accept thelr new
AD.

“We're very delighted Lo have her,”
said basketball coach Larry Baker.
“I'm sure she’ll do an excellent fob,”

. —Chris McCosky

Livonia team

The Livonla Harps boys under-14
squad defeated city rival Livonia Unit-
ed last weekend to win the Michigan
State Youlh Soccer Assoclation cham-
plonship at Schooteraft College.

‘The Harps, coached by Pat ‘McCaul,
advance to U.S. Youth Soccer Associa-
tion Midwest Regional July 10-22 at
Overland Park, Kan,

Members of the State Select Cup

grabs title

chnmplonshlp team include forwards
James Shyrock, Steve McCaul, Mike
Rose, Gordon Buckler ud Mike Schro-
er; midflelders Scott Ryan, Mickey
Hynes, Jesse Naggy and Trifun Dimi.
trijevskl; fullbacks Mark Thomas, Mike
Patzsch and FEric Conkright; goalles
Brad Burgess and Jovan Trpovaki,
Jerry Hicks and Larry Patzsch
served as the team's asalstant coaches.
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and the soccer will
promised Walt Peterman, tournament
chalrman. “Mlchigan is one of the lead-
Ing soccer-producing states In the U.S.
and our youlh classlc i3 consldered one
of the best.”

The tournament, hosted by the Mich-
igan State Youth Soccer ton,
also features several college All-Amer-
ican and Olymple-bound players.

TOURNAMENT GAMES will be

six
c)mmplmu lncludlng the Troy Blue

moads, boys 14-and-under (Diviston I);
Vnrdnr 111, boys 14-and-under (Division
1Ty, Troy Tornado, boys 16-and-under
(Dlvision II}; and the FLIP Rowdles,
glrls 19-and-under,

Admission 15 $1 per car for the ac-
tion at Schoolcraft College.
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