Almost a gravel plt nature center opens

By Terl Banas .
staff writer

Under warm, sunny skles, the Independence Oaks .
Nature Center was cpened to the public last week

amidst memorles of how the 184-acre addition to
u;: county park system almost bacarne a gravel
P

“There were a lot of problems In acquiring this,”
parks commission vice chalrman Jean Fox, told the
center’s celebration gltberlnx beavily attended by
naturallsts, parks and recreation leaders and public

s,
“We had two public hearings, all the eaviromen-
talista groups came out, and right triumphed.”

THE BATTLE was six years ago.

The park syatem had been working to szcure
funding for u:e nature center project when a min-
Ing company cama in with an np!.lon to buy the land
found in the headwaters of the Clinton River ln
northern Oakland County.

But before a shovel touched the earth, hearings
were beld by the atate Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), The public protested, and DNR de-
nied the company a permit.

Fox described the park and new pature center
Like a natural getaway close to home,
man in Parllament once called tho

The new nulura center at Independence Onk. connty Park is &
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‘Gives Independence

‘jewel park’ label
INSIDE the main exhibit room ;m displays of
etlands and

w

They are complete with natural and
stuffed animals and designed to “helghten aware-
nesa of the park and provide information on wild-
lifs people might find at home,” sald naturalist-

park’s Crooked Lake was carved out years ago. An-
other display Introduces visitors to rocks and foesils
found in the area.

Locally fourd nttractioas are boused o a display
case of color drawings and snake xkins, one of
which detalls the polsonous masazsauga rattler, an
inhabitant of Independence Oxks.

{One park naturalist xeld, while gulding a vixitors
tourmtweek,(.bxuunotunu-ulhmuul-
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‘THE LAND, once privaiely owned by the Irwin
Cohen family, still cffers signa of early habitation.
Along some of nine miles of hiking tralls are now-
‘wild lllac dushies and white cedar trees planted by-
tho early vesidents.

Pan! W, Thompson, a research-ecologist from
Cranbrook Institute vialting for the dny, sald lt was
'enmnwtomnd:hnﬂnw! develop-
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‘The trail Is pamead for Ted Gray, a former Dp-
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Variety’s the spice  .iitgueiiess
of summer sessions

Whether (s about precious atones,
where a mastodon I8 buried or how a
woolly bear caterplllar. can predict
weather, a varicty of “interpretive” na-
ture progams are on tap this summer
for area familles at the newly-opened
Independence Oaks Nature Center in
northern Oakland County.

A full line of activitl

grlusecd fowers 1-2:30 p.m. Saturday,
uly
@ A study of Michigan's Ice Age and
travel to an actual dig site wher an an-
clent mastodon is burled will take
place 1-3 p.m, Saturday, July 13.

& Precious stones, thelr. colors and
patterns will be from 1 to

by calilng the park at 625-6478. Regls-
tration Is required for afl programs.
Minimal coats are included in some
cases. A few of the summer programs
include:

® Tlmber ctafts whi be taught using
recycled materials, natural dyes and

2:30 pm, y, July 20.

® Tal tales and other folk stories
wiil be told 7:30-8 p.m. Ndly. July 26
at the “Liar’s Club,

9 A look at native rattlesnakes and
polsonous animals is Included In “The
Sting,” a program planned for 1-2:20
pm. Saturday, Aug. 3,

OU tuition increase
averages 5.25 percent

Oakland University has Increased
Michigan resldent tultlon an average of
5.25 percent effective with the summer
scmester now underway.

New tuluon levels and a fee increase
were part of a $45.3-millien general
fund operating budget approved by the

f Trustes.

es are in line with Gov, James J.
Blanchard’s recommendations, Tultion
had been unchanged since the 1983-84
{iscal year.

In addition, if a legi.llntlve proposal
for lu increase in tuition stabiliration
funds to Michigan eol!ezs and unlver-
sitles beyond the governor's recom-

OU Board o
1985-86 will [nu-wa 6.3 percent,

Tultlon for resident undergraduates
is up $2.50 a credlt hour (38 total for
freshmen and sophomares and $55 for
Junlors and senfors).

Resident graduate students will pay
an extra $4,50 a credit hour for a total
of $86.50.

RATES: FOR non-resident students
were set at $120 a credit hour for
{reshmen and sophomores and $140 for
Junlg’u and seniors. Both amounts are
up §7.

The increase for non-resident gradu-
ate students is $9 to a total of $173 per

it hour,
‘Unlversity officlals sald the increas-

Journalists elect
officer lineup

Larry Lauraln, city editor of the
Oakland Press In Pontlac, has been
elected president of the 230-member
Detrolt mpm of the Soclety of Pro-
(esslonal Journalist

Other officers are 'Ben Burns, exect-
tive editor of the Detrolt News, first
vice president; Ben Johnson, asalstant

to'the managing edltors/development
lt the Delroli Free Press, second vice
resident
P Bl Semion of Auto Club n( Michigan
was re-clected secretary and Jim Ritz
of the Observer & Eccentric copy desk
was re-elected treasurer,

Is app the
will be used to lower resident tultlon

rates.

In all, the higher tuition rates will
increase revenue to the university by
approximately $754,000.

However, when the effect of the tul-
tion loss due to the decrease
enrollment of 100 fiscal year equated
students Is netted agalnst this locrsase,
total tuition revenue will increase by
approximutely 2.57 percent over lim-
85, The FYES for 1984-85 was 9,100
and is expected to be 9,000 for 1985-86,

The general fund bndaet also pro-
vides lor an additional $38.087 In stu-
dent financial ald to cushion the effect
of the tultion increase, officials sald.

TUITION AND required fees pald by
full-time Michigan resldent undergrad-.
uates at OU in 198485 ranked aixth in
comparison to 14 other public state col:
1eges and universitles,

chigan freshman or mphomom
uiklng 81 credits a year will p
$1,673.50 In tultion nnd leu, up Ns
percent. A junlor or senior will pay
$1;890.50, up 4.88 percent. In-both io-
stances the total Increase is $88.

A graduate student taking 24 credits
will pay u,m. an increase of $123, or

B.81 percent.
University officials sald the $45.3
milllon budget will come !mm. mte
approprhuw. $26.4 milllon,

crease of 8.7 percent; tultlon, ﬂl 1 mll-
lon; student fees, $1.3 million; indirect -
cost recovery, $725,000; miscellaneous
revenue, $900,000; and the 1984-85 year
end balance of $1. ‘million.

Do You Need HELP -
CARING FOR A NEWBORN?

Call Oakland Nursing Unlimited today and discover
how you can gst the help you need to regain your
strength and enjoy life as a new motherl

~ 540-2360
Land nursing unlimiy,

—cossenstep

SOMERSET MALL
WILL BE CLOSED

JULY 4th
ENJOY THE CELEBRATION!!

*S0 what does that make this for the closely .

packed communities of Oakland County — the auto
worker 1o the Mazda Plant or the secréfaiy ina tall
offlce bullding In Southficld where the “windows
don't open? When the world is too much with you,
you need to got out and touch a tree.”

Today, the new acqulaltion, sccured only. four
months ago on March 5, makes Independence Oaks

the largest county-operated park in the Oakland
system at 1,034 acres — leading Fox to call it “the
crown fewel in our system.”

The park is located just a stone's throw from the
Pine Knob Muslc Center on Sashabaw Road, north

of Interstate-75.
THE ENVmOMENTAILY sensitive, mostly
wetland property was purchased by the DNR
through a Michigan Land Trust fund grant and the
County Parks Commisaion for $435,000. The state
fund pald 57 percent of the cost, the county the rest.
‘ednesday, park notables and Fox were
jnlned by the system's chie! naturailst Kathleen

. Doherty In dedicating the nature center.

1t:15 a low aleek bullding that houses an exhibit
room designed to interpret natural findings in the
area for children and the young at heart.

1t includes offlcea for the nature ceater statf and

a projection room for public slide shows, The cen-

ter is staffed by three full-time naturalists and
three natunusu hived seasonally,

hiblts for children, particularly ulmd ¢ perk K
ocak” that welcomes children lo crawl Mdeu:;‘d . .
bear the sounds of tha forest,

Those who have never petted a deer, another nA-
t!veeuhepark.mﬂodumllpieceo(deerﬁln
1n a collection of animal hides,

According to natarallst Garbacz, the park Is
home to not only the Massasanga and deer but also

CLOSED JUNE 30 - JULY 18
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FUTRALOSS DIEF SYSTEMS
CALL TODAY!
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Exacuuve Recliner with Ottoman
B A PVC PIPE FURNITURE
h Marked Down To

WILSON PATIO
FURNITURE
349-8121

" At the Red Barn - 10489 Weat 7 Mile

What You've Been Waiting For... The
|ECCLESTONE]|

SUMMER SALE

30% to 40% Savmgs -
on all summer merchandise
Shoes for all seasqns—smrting at 40% off

SOMERSET, TROY (5131 631 RHI
i MOUNT PLEASANT (517) 7924058

NORTHVILLE « 8% Miies West of

To high school.

. ‘Then you know wiat
your teenager knows
about sex. And one
thing hasn’t changed:
sexual awarencss .
increases during

the teenage years.

Help them deal with
the feelings, the
pressure, the fear. Invite .
them to talk with you. !
.Listen to their plans and ;
goals. Talk about their
curiosity about sex and love. |
Do Yourself a Favor:

Taﬂt With Your Teen Today.
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