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Servico was chosen for this photo session. Annstte Ruggiero and John Milier, Athletes of the Year, demonstrated aboolute clsss

RICK SMITH/ataft photographer

t was no that Farmi basod Class LI
k2oth on and off tha fistld.
n
Ruggiero an
By Chris McCosky
statt writer
ORMER DETROIT Free Press
columnist Mlke Downey play.”
called Boston Celtlc guard

Quicn Buckner, whom Dow-
ney knew as a high school star, the
classiest high school athlete he'd ever
seen. He conldn't belleve how mature
and polsed Buckner was with the cam-
eras and microphones In his face, He
marveled at Buckner’s lo-bred leader-
ship quallties. Buckner earned Dow-
ney’s lifetime respoct as an athlete and

person.
John Miller and Annette Rugglero
are to me what Buckner was o Dow-

nBey.
It Is no accldent that the Farming-
ton-based Absolute Class Limousine
Service was used for the photo sesalon.

more fitting theme for the 1985 Farm-
Ington Observer Athletes of the Year,

all-American, three-time all-stata foot-
ball player hvm' Farmington mrrho‘n‘.
enl our or five reporters af-
ter the game. Here's a typleal post-
o, ou scored five fonch

“John, you scoi ve lowns,
gained 240 yards and picked off three
passes. Are you that good or was the
opposltion that bad?”
e B0 L e ot

ust got great blocking from

offenslve line, Anybody could have run
through the holes thoy made for me. It
Was & tzam effort. The coaches had us
ready to play.”
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athletic fleld — leaders both Iy the
classroom and oc thse fleld, Clans is the
ted
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Annette Rugglero: sll-stater In

both basketball and soccer at
Mercy,

“Absolute class” — there couldn't be a tha

cat
two carried themselves oo and off the

d Miller: absolute class

cheerleaders in a maroon and gold
{Mercy colors) varsity jacket is Miller.
Miller is on hand for one reason. As he
sald at the time: “Gotta sce Annette
The story serves two purposes. One,
1t shows Miller’s nature. How many all-
American football players would be
secn at & girls basketball game, lot
alone cheering with the cheerleadera?
It wouldn't be consldered too mache.
But then, Miller doesa't worry about
those kinds of
The story also highlights the rautua}
fecling of respect and admiration each
has for the other,
number

an alarming
of similarities between the two, aside
from the fact that both are premier
e a both 1
‘or starters, come from very
soltd, close-knit families, Because of
t, and because both have boen af-
forded outstanding coaches, the two
have strong personalities with thelr
values and priorities In proper order,
Both are multl-sport standouts: Mil-
ler In football, basketball and baseball,
in basketball and soccer.
Both excel In class: Rugglero with a
3.97 grade point average and Miller a
34

It's safe to say the two helped usher
in an era of statewide, tront-page pub-
liclty for high school sports.
school  football

tes,
glrls basketball to the front page with
the miracle state-title win her sopho-

more year,
The spotlight has stayed on Harrison
and Mercy and has since broadened its

bly think more about it now that it’s
over. I'll fook back on all the big
crowds we had, I'll be lucky to play be-
fore crowds half that size In college.”
WHILE BOTH have enjoyed tremen-
dous success in athletics, they also
have experienced bitter defeat. After
attaining state champlonships as soph-
omores, nefther reached the pinnacle
again — though they came close twice,
“That hurts doesn't it?" Miller said.
“Yes, It huris. But, there aren't many
who get to experience one state cham-
plonship,* Rugglero said. “At least we
have one. I regret not gettlng back
there, but we did well the laat two
years. It's not Uke we just fell apart.”
Mercy lost In the state flnale in Rug-
glero's junior year and in the semifl-
nals last

“Our goal as a sealor class was to
win state titles four years Lo a row,”
Miller sald, “Wae got the first two and
Just two. You knaw, the
teams I played on the last two years
were better than the two state title
teams, We just didn't get the breaks”

WITH ALL that Is similar betweer,
Miller and Ruggiero, the two will trav-
«] distinctly different paths to college.
Miller will stay kome and attend Mich-

lgan State. Rugglero will start anaw at.

Coml:t,&. and bard about golng

ong al

away and not baving any family,” Rug-
ynld.'&'onknow.whenyv'uhw

F3els
i

one-motion stenl and behind the back
pass to help Mercy defeat X¥lint
Northwestern in 1988, Miller’s punt re-
turn against Livonia Stsvenson last
year in which he broke about 10 tac-
kies. Ruggiero’s burzer shot to beat
Murray-Wright Io the district last year,

Miller, battered and brulsed, half-
crying, walking off the muddy fleld af-
;:ful 13-12 loss to uv%uchm\:hm.m

er, a congra lons

Fordson ;el:pym with head raised fol-
lowing last year's state semifina] loas,
Then turing away and letting the tears
tream down his cheeks,

on
the bench as the final seconds of thelr
high school careers ticked away —
iton Harbor was about to kmock
Mercy cut of the state tonrnament. For
several minutes the trio stubbornly
fought off the tears, Then, almest
one, the thrae broke down.
The memories aren't the only thing

.

this pair has left behlnd. Annette Rug-
giero and John Miller have Jeft behind
a standard of sthletic excellence and
sportsmanship to which all other ath-
letes should strive.

Each year, the Farmington
Qbserver will honor a high school
athlete as “The Athlete of the
Year.”

Those selected will be seniors
from either Farmington Harri-
2on, North Farmington, Farm-
ington or Farmington Hills Mer-
ci high schools.

The Athlete of the year will
excel in more than ore sport as
well as in the classroom. The se-
lection will be made by Chris
McCosky, the Farmington Ob-
server sports editor,

Last year’s winner was North
Farmington's Amy Austin. *

John Miller: two-titvs ali-Americen and three-time all-etater i
# Howssa In both A and b

ot Harrison,

a8 welt_.
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