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New lifestyle popularizes self—storage

By Sharon Dargay
stalf writor

Self-storage vaults are cropping up

In the Detrolt area faster than you can
say “pack rat.”
The fledgling Industry invaded Mich-
igan a few years ago alter sweeplng
through southern states, where it pro-
vided less-costly Inventory apace for
businesses, supplanted household base-
ments and attics and became oversatu-
rated in some urban markets,

*“In the past two to three years it has
been going Like gang busters bere,” con-
firmed Karen Lee, manager of Secured
Storage Systems, Troy.

Added Joan Hige, manager of E-Z
Minl Storage, Southfield: “I've heard of
giveaways and other things to draw
people, probably because they bullt too
many ln the south. Texas has a lot
more than Michigan. But It certalnly
scems to be growing.”

A trend toward apartment and con-
damloum Uving, smaller houses, and
fewer basements and gnugu bas has-
tened the -3t

Like apartment tenants, sell-atorage
users sign monthly Teases, Cubicles
range In slze from approximately 5-by-
10 feet to more than 1,000 square feet
and average $40 to ‘more than $400 per

maonth.

Some facllities require sccurity de-
poslts. Othern charge monthly adminls-
trative fees. Geperally, all require
tenants to pay rent monuﬂy and to in-
surc thelr stored g

Most storage sites are fenced, per-
mitting entry to tenants only I.bmugh a
gateway by

serves as the reatal office, Is a trade-
mark for the firm, which was founded
In 1975, “when sell -storage was just
taking off," Hall sals

.l:um- 40 percent, and families, moving
houwhold to another, make up the rest.

Your Amu Imyeumld
George Fleld Jr,, Is credited | by some
colleagues for u-nnslonulug a mostly
“mom and pop" business into a full-
fledged industry.

The firm owns a facility in Ann Ar-
bor and plans to bulld In scven other
suburban locatlons this year, Its Troy
and Southfleld facilities were sold to
Mini Storage, which will re-

puter code, Imhough some mmzers
1lve on site, access hours average from
7am.to®pm.

“IN SOME towns like Oklahoma City
and San Antonio unlts are $0-40 per-
cent empty,” said Coeryl Hall, general
properties manager for Troy-|
Your Attic Inc.

*I couldn't rent a unit (in Michigan) If
my lifc depended on it,” she gald, 8dd-

g that rcutals are scarce here. But
lnlunlly. demand didn’t outpace rental

age industry nnuonwlde

The rlalng cost of office reatal In ma-
jor commerclal centers, such as Troy
and Southffeld, has prompted retas]
stores, industrial firms and profession-
als to stow [onventory and files in ator-
age units.

“We ran into difficulties in Michigan
because people didn't know what sell-
storage was,” Hall recalled. “They'd

say, 'Oh yeah, that cute little farm-
houc huz they didn't know what it

was,
The “cute Httle farmhouse,” which

Frame shop sponsors
Founders’ raffle

As of thls year's Farmington
Founders’ Festival, Framery One Inc,
is sponsaring a Founders’ Day Festival
Raffte benefltting Chlldren’s Hospital
of Mlchigan.

For $1, resldents can take thelr
chance at winning one of five framed
prints.

First prize is “Leplerrot" by Marga-
ret Knne; second prize Is “Stipes” by
Rosmond; third prize ls “Los Angeles

1983" by Yamogata; fourth prize is
“Reflections of Monet” by Marcus Uz-
levsky; and {lIth prize ia “Two Girla at
the Plano.”

The newly crowned Mlss Farmington
will select the winners of the prints on
July 20 at 7 p.m. at tho Framery One,
33173 Grand River. Wlnnern need not
be present at the drawin;

The five prints are on dlspluy all
month at the Framery One.

Psychiatrist named
new president

Dr. George F. Newman, a Farming.  His practlce s in Dearborn. Birth defocts are |
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tain the Your Attic symbol and name
for four years.

*Our approach s different,” Hall
sald, *"We build from the ground up.
Public (located in the south) claims to
be in the land brokerage business. Shur-
guard I::uynl d‘.'p facilities that other com-

“We look at It specifically as a sell-
nnnge buslnm. We bulld from the
ground up.”

Thelr former Troy facllity, now
Shurguard-owned, offers 650 units with
concrete floors and steel walls. The
{ew units that become avallable every
month geperally are rented within
hours after being vacated,

DAVID LAND and Barbiara Hopson,
husband-wife managing team, estimate
that 80 percent of the facility’s custom-
cr3 reslde or own businesses In Troy.

Commerctal {lrms and professionals
account for about half of their custom-
ers, apartment dwellers comprise an-

)

THE BEST

alte, locat-
ed ln an indunrnl area slong Eight
Mile, catera moatly to businesses.

Retailers and home-based businesses
stow inventory at the Troy site, Dis-
tﬂhnhn use reatal units as minl-

Hi md apart-
mu:! dwellers nnm cars and recre-
ational equipment year round.

Familles moving from ona house to
another, or from to smaller
homes, load furniture into the cubicles,
Couegu students, pursing home pa-
tients and overseas workers use the
service for temporary storage,

“A Jot more peapla are llvicg In con-
dos and g . Young familles
Just starting out dn t have the money
lor a dovm payment, yet they stiil hava
slx;lc;me, 80 they have

Hopson estimated the cost of storage
rental at approximately $5 per square
foot compared to $12-§15 per square
foot for office space In the Troy area.

LEE FIGURES storage space costs
about one-third less than offlce rental.
Half of her customers are business
firms. About 80 percent of her tenants
reslde or own busincases in Troy, Bir-
mingham and Royal Oak.

“We're In the Mercedes of self-ator-
age,” Lee claimed. Her family opened
the facillty on Maple near Coolidge In
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stresses of everyday W

For

. *We're still bullding. We
Invc oecupancy permits for flve buud-
ings. Wa have 350 units now and will
hava another 300.”

She often recelves roferrals from
Your Attle,

“Onpe factor we were a littlo nervous
about Is that we're not right on Maple.
But orange and brown are our colors —
we have all orange doors' — and I think
g;munmlt'rhahonuuvmvm-

our customers anyway. We opeued in
December but we weren't In the Yellow
Pages unl.ll March. Then we were golng
great guns

e.
“The Yellow Pages Is most used by -

Hige also began renting units ia
March at her Southfleld ncuny. She es-
timates that about 40 percent of the
unlts, which range in cost from $22 to
mn mnnlly. hava been reated.

'd be surprised how many peo-
ple hnve to have this service,” she said.

Hopson noted, however, that many

renters aren't certaln how to shop for a
storage site, She suggests that tenants
con:lldnr ali-concrete or conerete and
stee] unlf

“Some of the older ones are made out
of wood. Mice and water leaknge are
the biggest problems,” sho sald, adding
*“Ba aware of security ‘and get into
some place that at least Is fenced.”

Child’s play for adults

Photegraphing chil-
dren can seem more like
child’s play if you follow
a few nexpm tips from

expe:

. Compositlon -
Look before you shoot.
Get close enough to the
child to fill the frame.
‘Then, determine whether
a borizontal or vertlcal
format will be best to fIll

afrald to

OLOR PRINT FILM
FOR DEVELOPING &PRINTING

aer JUMBO prints

5T
12 Jumbo Exposures 13.85
15 Jumbo Exposures '4.!5

'5.05
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the frame. Plan the back-
ground to climinate
tractions and photograph
the child from hia own
eye level. Place the child
off center and don't be
experiment.

® The right equipment
can help you to be more
creative. Today,
are compact $5-mm cam-
eras that are easy to use

" GET THE BIG PICTURE FROM- US
AT A GREAT PRICE!

meseesnsnenncevedacenany
WHEN YOU BRING IN A ROLL

o”Wn 8 Kodak papar for a good look.”
N[Olﬂ' Fll.ll DROP BOX AVAILABLE
Mon.-Frl, -8, Baf

and small enough to take
dis- anywhere.

® Keep your camera
ready. If children are ac-
customed to scelng you
with a camera, they'll act
more naturally, Candld
shots are fun. Involve the
children in an activity to
“anchor”* them ... and
take lots of pictures.
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“Inside...outside...
all around the square.”

SIDEWALK
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Thursday, Friday, Saturday
JULY 11-12-13
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