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ers considered it to be “out in the sticka"
in 1944,

“Back then there were no stands, no
restrooms, no concesaions,” said Knight.

“We used to go out and it in the corn-
ficlds for a reat during a game,” he said
with a laugh.

Even though the field may have been
primitive compared to the football stadi-
ums of today, the players were just as en-
thusiostic and the fans just na loyal as
now.

“We had a pretty good crowd shaw up
for our games back then, about 100 peo-
ple," sald Don Geramer, who played left
guard for the team.

“We just had a bunch of good fellows.
We put our hearts together and did it
{won gamea) ,"” Gramer said.

Maattala says the plays used in today's
games arc morc intricate and harder to ex-
ccute, )

“I think he (head coach Bob Hutton),
only had five or six difierent playa for us
back then,” said Gramer.

Even though the plays may have been
simpler and casier to remember, the team
atill had to work at playing together, and
for the 1944 team, cooperation went hand
in hand with victory.

“In team sports you gotta make them
(players) work together,” Maattala sald.

““When a team truly works together it's

Y

MERLE

THERLE MORMIAI Cosmotcs

and Boutique of Farmington
Sunshing Shades of Summaer

Summer Fashlons Up to 50% Off

Personalized Skin Carc and Makeup
Downtown Farmington Center
23348 Farmington Rd.
477-3033

aturind
leaenlelle Bras
from Parie

2%

of top quality. name-brand
designer mi
OUR FINAL AND BIGGEST

a beautiful thing to sec o)l the plays devel-
ap,” he said. .

Size of indivudual players was aiso de-
bated by the high school football veterans.
Todny's players are much larger due to
weightlifting and trnining techniques,
they say.

“Anyone much over six feet was big in
those days,” said exleft guard Cyril
Schalers.

-~ “The nverage weight on our {front) line
was about 175 pounds. Todsy they aver-
age about 250 pounds,” Schniers sald.

“I don't think any of us could even be a
water boy on today’s teams,” said Knight.

In 1944, before the oge of electrical pow-
er tools and home care implements, manu-
al labor was a way of life,

“These guys were big because they did
a)l manual work — cutting the grass with
o push mower, sawing trees and wood
with & hand saw. Boys were broad-should-
ered and had very muscular legs from
dolng chores,” aald Maattala.

Teams the Farmington squad played
during the 1944 season included Roches-
ter, Pordson, Henry Ford, River Rouge,
Cranbrook, Birmingham, Redford Union
and the dreaded Keego Harbor team.

“Keego Harbor, geez those guys were
rough,” bered team Nor.

Manual labor helped them to championship

“The toughest and best game I ever
played was veraus Redford Union,” re-
called Knight.

*The score kept going back and forth,
once in our favor, once in theirs. We final.
ly pulled it off though,” he said.

The team from Rochester was by for
the blggest as far a3 indlvidual player aize,
according to Maattala,

*“They were llke big square blocks,” he
remembered.. “They were mostly farmers
and so they were muscular from working
in the fields.”

Now *“only” 57 and 58 years of oge, all
the team members have grown children
and even grandchildren who they enjoy
and encourage to participate in aports,

“It’s nice to watch your own kids han.
dle their kids,” anid Knight.

“My wife and I did a pretty good job
(ralsing their children),” he said proudty.

After ali is sald and dene, the playera
all agree that the most outstanding mem-
ory of their high school football cnrecrs
was the opportunity to play and work to-
gether s o team. .

“We played a lot of football together,”
Knight sald, looking fondly at his old
teammmates. ‘“There was never a jéalous
member on the team,”

“We all had a lot of fun,” Goers said,
aumming up the feelings of all the players.
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