@he Farmington Obseruer

Philip Power chalrman of the board

Richard Aglnian president
Dick Isham general manager

adverlising director

Steve Barnaby cditor/477-5450

° .
p! n Ion 33203 Grand River Ave./Farmington, Ml 48024

Fred Wright circulation director

10A(F}

O&E  Thursday, July 18, 1985

Library, schools
dominate news

LIBRARIES AND classrooms were big
¢ in the news this week, the first a cause for
s celebration, the second giving pause for

contemplation.

On the book side of the ledger, the com-
munity sighed a breath of relief and grati-
tude as the Farmington Community Li-
brary Board officlally appointed longtime
employee Beverly Papal as the library's
director.

Great move, no doubt about it.

WITH THE RECENT financial audit
into library operations and the accompa-
nying resignation of former director Gor-
don Lewis, the llbrary was taking an aw-
ful battering in publle relations. Some
folks were wondering if it was wise to
donate funds to the library,

Library systems, as you may have
guessed, are hardly the biggest recelvers
when it comes to dividing up the munici-
pal tax pie. Cops and cleaning streets
come first, you know.

Popular public support and the accom-
panying financial donations are essenttal
to a healthy system. Librarles depend on
contributions to buy those extra items
which make a library special. And
throughout the years, Farmington and
Farmington Hills have built an exception-

al community library system.

discover Michigan

The year 1837 was a big year in Michi-
gan history. It was the year Michigan was
admitted to the union as the United States’
26th state.

In that year, the Rev. John D. Plerce
became the state's first superintendent of
public instruction and Douglas Houghton
was appointed the state’s first geologist,

The first state prison was also estab-

lished at Jackson, Michigan, and today it
Is the country's largest walled prison.

On the brighter slde, laws were also
.passed establishing the University of
Michigan and locating it in Ann Arbor.

It*no doubt would have made a large
difference to the development of the two
cities if the prison had been located in Ann
Arbor and the school of higher education
in Jackson.
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Because of its reputation for excellence,
the Mbrary draws persons from several
surrounding communities.

Now, with the crisis at an end and with
a new director in place, the community
can feel confident that the tradition will
continue. The library board, responsible
for having the wisdom for hirlng Papai,
should be commended.

ON THE SCHOOL iront, residents re-
cently learned that for the first time in 24
years, the school population dipped below
the 10,000 mark.

The question, of course, is how small is
too small when it comes to economic and
educational efiiciency? It is a question
which property taxpayers should at least
contemplate.

It’s true that districts can be too large.
But few distriets in Michigan, with the ex-
ception of Detrolt, have that problem. The
Farmington School District never again
will see the nearly 17,000 school enroll-
ment it experlenced tn 1971-72.

Little reason exists for Farmington to
remain a district unto itself, especially
when considering that next door, the
Clarenceville district sits with a school
population of a mere 2,000.

Combined, the districts would st be
below the 12,000 or 13,000 mark. Com-
bined, the salarles of an entire army of
central administrative office workers
could be ellminated. Schoo! superinten-
dents and thelr accumpanylng cadres nev-
er come cheap.

The possibility exists of even closing
down another building or two between the
two districts. If you haven't noticed, some
of our school bulldings aren't exactly
teeming with students.

Such suggestions always cause a little
discomfort among the school group. But
consldering that the districts are contigu-
ous, that educational options and opportu-
nities could actually improve and that
money could be saved, consolidation is a

Adult ed aid funds skewed

BUSINESSES ARE expected to make
profits, But when the business is your lo-
cal school district and the product is adult
educatlon, should the same principle ap-
ply?

That questlon Is posed in a report by the
Citizens Research Council of Michigan, a
private, non-profit organization funded
largely by business,

“The Fi of Adult Education in
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Michigan,” released in May, explains the
profit motive in educating adults with less
than a 12th-grade education. In some cas-
es, that motive was so strong that it led to
abuses in the system of state ald.

RESEARCH FOR the report was done

the more state aid to in-formula districts.
In years past, inflation and cuts'in state
aid ordered by Gov. Willlam Milliken
squeezed the general cost of kindergarten
through 12th grade education. Some in-
formula districts compersated by devel-
oplng marketing strategies to boost thelr

by Robert McKerr, who p ly served
18 years as state 1ate super d

and, q , state aid.

for legislation and finance.
Ironically, MeKerr as a state employee
and the council's executive director had

matter to give serious lation.

Courts don’t belong
in religious arena

SEPARATION of church and state is
mandated by the U.S. Constitution, But a
look at recent hendlines might lead you to
take another look at the First Amend-
ment.

Our courts increasingly arc being called
upon to settle questions from the religious
arena. And the most recent have nothing
to do with abortlon, capital punishment,
school prayer or the teaching of evolution
— the mainstays of previous court battles
on religious/moral grounds,

Consider the following:

® A woman won a $38-millien fraud
judgment agalinst the Church of Scientolo-
gy on the grounds that church teachings
said Sclentology could improve her weak
eyesight and increase her 1Q.

® Oakland County Circuit Judge John
N. O'Brien dismissed a lawsult almed at
preventing the clesing of a Catholic Royal
On} high school by the Archdlocese of De-
troit.

® The U.S. Supreme Court ruled In a

Grand Rapids case that public school

teachers may not teach in religlously af-
fillated schools, And in a New York Clty

case, it ruled agalnst the use of federal -

money for public school teachers to teach
remedial resding In parochial schools.

HOW ‘DO WE SEPARATE religion
when religion is
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feree as soon as a church member per-
ceives Injustice? Should public dollars be
shared with private causes?

The Sclentology rullng seems to say the
courts should make such decisions. The
Royal Oak, Grand Rapids and New York
rulings seem (o say no.

THE FILING of these court cases indl-
::;\om a desire to have your cake and eat it

Services were sought from a religion —
services that either are not provided by
government or provided with a decidedly

.different emphasis.

In the Scientology case, when a wom-
an's iden of what her mllx[an provided
differed from the religion's hierarchy, she
sotight restitution from the courts, In the
Royal Osk case, plaintitfs wanted the

court to uphold what they perceived as -

thelr right to keep a parochlal school
open. In the Grand Rapids and New York
sults, complalnants sald they wanted: a
piece of public education’s ple even
though they in effect had rejected public

‘education.
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. that ask to mix public dollars for private
causes or'ask for Jnhucbodle-uguarnn-
teethemorallly private religion.

dge of reported ahbuses in the
Wayne-Westland school district. That
case prompted the council to review the
*“overall {ssue” of afd to districts that edu-
cate adults, McKerr said,

This report an't about abuses. It shows
that what's faulty in state aid for adult
education is the system itself.

‘That makes it required reading for leg-
islators, for educators in cheated districts
and for taxpayers.

THE SYSTEM'S formula favors dis-
tricts with low property values and high

But the report found 75 percent of adult
students concentrated in 59 districts
which accounted for only 82 percent of all
ald-eligible memberships,

That’s important because state aid may
not be going to districts where the great-
est need is. Despite Redford’s high per-
centage of adult students, it nearly
matches the need in that area, unlike
Grand Raplds with 9 percent of the adult
students and 2 percent of statewide Ilut-
eracy.

The result is that the principle of equal-
izing resources has become skewed.

LEGISLATORS NEED to set priorities
in distributing aid to educate aduits,

The 1980 census showed that familics
headed by adults with less than a high
school education have a high rate of pov-

The In the
1983-84 school year, adult students ac-
counted for 24.52 percent of in
the Redford Union school district, accord-
ing to the report, That district operates an
adult ed program for the two Redford dis-
tricts and Livonia, which gets no state atd.

Percentages of adults in Wayne-West-
land and Garden City districts were 11.41
and 13.71, respectively. In at least one
district, adult students accounted for 30
percent of enrollment,

IN DISTRICTS WHERE the Illiteracy
rate is low — such as Troy, Farmington
Hills, Southfleld and Livonia — one
wouldn’t expect them to operate such pro-
grams,

erty, esp if the head of the house-
hold is a woman,

Since state figures show that twice as
many women graduate from those pro-

grams, the question has to be asked: Who
is most likely to benefit — a) a senlor citi-
zen finally able to go back to school, b) a
person in a nursing home or mental heaith
fazl:slll;y or ¢) a woman with a family to
raise

It's too late to expect changes in the
1885-86 school ald package, but legisla-
tors and their constituents have a full year
to decide whether they want some dis.
tricts to profit from serving adults.

Manipulating the market

. MICHIGAN'S attempt to tinker with the

- auto insurance market will go down in the

economic history books as another classic
failure at political manipulation of the
free market,

ance — the

Sen. William Faust, D-Westland, quotes
state administratlve officials as estiri.at-
ing that up to 40 percent of Detroit drivers
aren't insured — even with the heavy sub-

ance Act.”

e sidies pald to them by suburbanites,” .-
In 1981, the Legislature passed a law Tim Detroit lobbyist Willlam Ryan, former
requiring every motorlst to have insur. Richard House speaker known for up
)il Insur- wa'::sl to ; Detroit, declared a

h “subtle form o redunl.ng" is in eff
Someone figured out that many De.  20d collect $80 million a year in Rep. irman of the

trojters, with high theft and damage loss-
es, couldn’t afford essentlal insurance,

So Instead of letting insurance compa-
nles use actual losses to set premlum
rates, government decreed that :there
could be no more than a 10 percent dlffer-
ential between one rating zone and the
next. Thus, if the rate in the central zone
of Detroit were $1,000, the rate In the next
zone would have to be $900, then $800, etc.

There was another pomlca] provuo
The lowest rate charged by an
could be ho lower than 45 percent of the
highest rate — or $450 in our

Suburban customers pay the $40 million

ference.

Second, the Michigan Insurance market
was broken into two separate markets —
the metropolitan area and outstate — be-
cause of the 45 percent rule.

Insurers with realistic rates in Detroit
couldn’t afford to charge 45 percent of
that rate in the hinterlands. The auto theft
rate in Traverse City, for example, is only
2.3 percent of the theft rate in Detroit,

Companles had to make declsions about
which market they would deal in. Four

became In each
market, 'nm:, political manlpulation of

THERE WERE three Interesting ef-

First, suburban motorists got ‘socked
because their rates were tied to Detroit's.

Acco! to Sen. Doug Cruce, ’l‘roy
Detroiters pay $40 miilion ln pmmlums

eompeuuon be-
tween compan!e&

THE THIRD effect of the Essentlal In-
surance Act is a little more diffleult to pln
down. It appears the Insurers are trying to
reduce their losses by avoiding the Detroit
market. i

agent.,

House Insurance Commmee tells his De-
troit constituents with complalntu to tray:
el to the suburbs to seek out an 1nsuragce
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CALL IT “redlining” or any deplorable
term you want — the fact Is that Insurers

are acting logieally in avnldlng markets
where losses are high (Detroit) and con.
centrating on markets when losses nm
lower (suburhs), B

We should have learned the lesson from
anclent Rome's {alled price control.-We
should have learned the lesson from the
1776 revolt against the mercantilist polh
cles of King George III.

People won't be forced by hw to enxm
in llnes of work that cause them to lm

- money.

The Michigan Legislature has’ mded
the act. Gov. Blanchard should sign It,
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