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State maps lose track of 4 national forests

By Lem Meses
outdoors writer

OST: nearly three milllon acres of
recreational land in a state
whose No, 2 industry s tour-

Culprit: the state government of
Michigan, which

Tourists and campers
meoan sales to
Michigan busii

and taxes to the state.
State agencles should

nores the existence of four national fnr-

csta,

You've read this complaint in pas
years. Well, the slluatlon fan't getung
better. It has become warze.

Now the state Department of Natu-
ral Resources has joined the Depart-
ment of Transportation in pretending
four natlonal forests don't exiat, Some
of DNR's material i3 positively mis-
leading.

ITEM: the Mlichigan transportation
map, commenly known as the “high-
way map.”

The Ottawa, Hiawatha, Huron and
Manistee national forests aren't shown.

Why not? One alibl given by MDOT
officials a few years ago was that
showing them would “clutter” the map.
Nonsense, Other vecation paradises
such as Colorado show thelr national
forests. Even ots, where Mlichigan
DOT Director Jim Pitz previously
worked, shows national forests on Its
ttnnspormuon map.

= In fact, as late as 1982 Michigan's of-
Hclul map showed natlonal forests. It
Was easy. used a tint.

Another reason from MDOT Is that
owners of private tracts within nation-
al forest boundaries objected to show-
ing the national forests, claiming vaca-
tloners set up on thelr properties be-
Yrving everything was In'public owncer-

ship,
11 that tale Is true, then we have sunk

, not ignore,
our four national
forests and their
dozens of recreational
opportunities.

book .and another chart of state parks
and recreation areas on the back cover.
(Incldentally, why codldn't they have
been run on facing pages?

The only Indlcation In the text that
national forests exist is a series of tele-
phona numbers on the back cover, The
text never hints that these might have
campgrounds, plcolc sites, boat
launches, ekiing facilities or other tour-
ist attractions.

For the vacationer, a much better
buy i "Guide to Fun |n Michigan" pub-
lished by Michigan United Conserva-
tion Clubs. MUCC's gulde Usts all
campgrounds — national, state park,
umn loreal, connly and township — by

OC's guide also lists aires

nud ladllllu In the campgrounds and

Blzes of lakes.

Although both guides have a lot of
small, almost lllegible, maps, the
MUCC guide Is the more ncarly read-
able. The DNR maps are all on the
scale of three-cighths of an inch to a
mile. MUCC blows up its maps of
northern countles with lots of recre-
ational facllities and reduces maps of
places llke Wayne County with few

ds and lakes,

a long way toward a plutoc-
racy where a bandful of northern prop-
erty owners call the shots on atate poll-
cy.

TTEM; A DNR campground directo-
ry, which we picked up in the lobby of
the State Capltol, Indicates all northern
property Is in state forests, (See lrE‘-p )

TT’S AS IF there were some kind of
bad blood between state government in
Michigan and the U.S. Forest Service,
which owns and operates the natlonal
forests.

The state behaves as if the feds were
its rival, as if General Motors were

The DNR map 15 pf lead-
ing. (Note the national forests map.)
DNR ought to recall and correct it.

‘There are at least as many national
forest campgrounds as state forest
campgrounds, Moreover, many of the
state forest Installations are tiny (three

amap of its an
dldn't want potential customers to
know about Ford and Chrysler dealer-

d emplre unto {iself,”

* REGION 1

Upper Peninsula

'||1|r ==

The Michigan DNR's campground par
phiet indicates — in:
1 entire Upper Peninsula [s In three state

— that the

forests, It fails to Indicate the existence
of the Hiawatha and Ottawa nationat for-

ests,

Blanchard orders tourlsm push

By Tim Richard
staff writer

Gov, James Blanchard is ordering all
state departments — particularly Nat-
ural Resources — to become more con-
sclous of tourism.

“DNR’s golog to need more integra-
tion with other departments, u'-d an

in

“We need to have coordination of
slogans, themes, brochures. We need to
sensitize DNR to tourism.” )

— Gov. James Blanchard

wn% work u;gether.

‘e are finally undzﬁundlag that
Michigan has a growth industry even
during & recession — tourism,” sald
Gagliardl, who attended tha news con-

+

The UP lawmaker praised
's ap of an [nter-depart-
mental committee to coordinate tour-

aa Interview.

ments to deslgnate one staff member
to sit on a committes that will coordl.

The governor was told of outdoors
that

ships.

Tourists — cven mean
money in the pockets of gas ltatlunl,
mta\u-uu, grocery stores, balt deal-
and souvenir

to eight sites), poorly mos-
quito tch es.
Like the MDOT map, the camp-

ground map could be easily corrected
without becoming cllmued National

mnd.x ‘Thosa retail “-rm generata tax-
3 to the state and money for schoals,

It's in the interesis of both state gov-
e;nt::e.nt and business (o inform penpla
of

forests could be
color. A sentence could be hucrmd say.

that maps of the national forests
and liats of campgrounds and other fa-
cilities can be obtained frol:l U.8. For-

resource
tional forests. Stata gnvu'nmr.nt uhmﬂd

writer Lem Mesee's nate p of tourism,

's Dy T Becond largest Industry.
tion and DNR “sylwnauully ignore 'We need to have eomﬂuuon of u]o-
the existence of four national f " gans, themes, brochures,” Blanchard

“That's the first time that lssue has
been raised with me,” replied Blanch-
ard, in the third year of his flrst term
as Mlchigan's chief executlive.

“IT’S DIFFICULT (o get all state de-
partmeats to think about tourism,”

at least of —
and even pmmou thesa 2.7 million
acres of natlonal forests and thelr doz-
ensof es.

est Service
Escanaba and Cadillac.

DNR in 19!4 published a

“Ma boot of Michigan Countles.” At
$0.1 95 1t's a bad buy.

There 1s a full-page chart of stale

forest campgrounds in the front of the

U
LAk

o SUPERIO,

lnrnu with some 2.7
milifon acres In Mich-
igan — more than
any state east of the

Editor's note: The pen name of
Lem Mesce has been used by two
dozen Observer & Eccentric writers
over the past 18 years. In this arti-
cle, Lem’s “ghost” is Tim Richard,

weat on.
He said be has ordered all depart-

md."WencedmmdﬁmDN'ﬂln
tourism.”

Blanchard was (nterviewed by .this
writer and a group of Upper Peninsula
g restaurant fol-

;zemmen in a Munialn, estaurant |
o aj 8 Alger
Cn'ul:& munmppunm parade.

Cold, ralny weather that day drove
downstata tourists from the beaches

and rivers Into town for any kind of
amusement.

“I Uke the UP,” sald Blanchard, who

d

government spends a paltry amount to
prumote forelgn tourism in this coun-
g -

had flown !n from his
residence. “This is my 15th trip here.
Pm the first governor to carry every
county {n the UP since Chase Osborn,
and he was a UP resident.” Osborn, &
Sault Ste. Marle Republican, was a
game warden and edltor be-

dl wouldn't agree that

state and federal agencies. Ho zald
Grant Peterson, superintendent at the
Plctured Rocks Natlonal Laki

has worked extensively with the state
n efforts. - .

fore beinz elected governor in 1910.

STATE REP. Pat Gagliardl, D-
Drummond Island, a, that depart-
meats of state government don't al-

‘The state also has ﬁmmomd the

Seney Natfonal Wildlife Refuge and
Isle Roya! Natlonal Park, Gagliardi
sald. :

MAYO CLINIC
Rhizotomy

for cluster head-
ache or Tic? Con-
tinuing pain? Me
too. Please cal}
PAUL at (313)
5698-7617. Maybe
we can help each
other.

Local
sports
at its
finest

Missisalppl.

" A NEW
INEXPENSIVE WAY
TO BUY QUALITY

. FURNITURE
-:s Resldentlal
Offics.

re » Commarclal
———

low you cen
m bﬂly fure
nnuu ml dlrocl way at

a tremendous sevings,
lnd have it delivered,

servios you oxpect,
with greater savings
than you'd ever ex-

Call 358-1980
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JULY 18 - JULY 21
SOMERSET MALL

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy
“Sunday 12-5/Monday. Thuisday, Fricday 40-9/Other Dgys 104

20% to 40% of an picture frames

PRESERVE THOSE

MEMORIES AT
SPECTACULAR

T | |

SAVINGS

Now is the time ta go through
Your photo collections, prints
and artwork 10 decide which
anes youd like to frame. With

savings from 20% to 40% on &

wide variaty of quality frames,
youl' quickly find the perfect
frames 10 enhanca your favor-
ites. Qur seloction includos
contemporary metal frames in,
gold or sitveg &s well 8 many
-wooden 1ramua And & wide
rnga of sizes ere evailsblo
from 47x 6" to 24"x 367
15,000 Reg. 6.99 to 54.95,
xala 5.25 10 £1.20, Also save
20% on our entira colectior
of artist end drahing Supplies
Astist Supplies, Northland,
Eastland, Wostand, Daklan
‘o and Stmmi




