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Students tune their skills at training school

Joe Tackett, a s
keyboard with a dental |oo|

Announcing the

B addition of
‘ CAg{jﬁg'é’i\ Second Grade
BN September 1985

N THE CUL TURAl/MED/CAL CENTER
REGISTRATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR
PROGRAMS

~Pre-Kindesgarten «Fulday program

«Kindergarten «Hali-day program

«Frst Crade preindergarien

+Second Crade »Before & After School Care
School schede s Lhe same a3
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“We've Got
Whll it

By Neal Haldane
etat writor

4REN FORD takes a serious
K tone when she tells her stu-

dents the key to success lies
with the perfect pitch.

Ford 15 not an mdvertlislng teacher,
but her students often sirike the right
chord for clients when it comes to pl-
ano tuning and repalr,

Ford of Canton Is the dlrector of Pi-
ano Technology Inc., & state-lcensed
school locnted in the Nine Beech Plaza,
Southfleld.

*We teach everything from repalring
small broken to restoring a pl-
ano,” Ford sald about the school, which
has one full-time and five part-time
students.

“We've bad everything from young
students looking for & carcer to people
nearing retirement age who want
something to do.”

Piano Tech is palred with Keyboard
Services, Inc,, & firm run by Bruce
Robinson of TAy]or and Dick Halk-
lewlez of Farmington Hills.

That is what attracted both Joe
Tackett, the school's current full-time
ltudeut. and Ted

Tralning is offéred on a one-to-one
basls with students often accompany-
Ing Ford on her repalr assignements in

Farquhar,
Tackett 13 a musiclan who realized the field.

"you can’t play pop mu.llc all your life.”
For him, plano tuning and repalr will
allow him to rcmaln
while earning a Uving.

Farquhar is o hospital ordecly who is
:;.u;dlnz Plano Tech on a pari-time

close to musle

*“I don't think there are many young
plano tuners around anymore,” he said.
“Most are in their '50s or ‘60s. I want to
start out.part time, bulld a clientels
and then go fall time.”

th studeats are earolled In the
most advanced curriculum — piano re-
bullding.

Two other levels are offered at the

school — plano tunlng/minor repalr
and piano tuning/major repalr,

“THE STUDENTS all have an in-
volvement with muslc,” Ford said. “I
don't think I have ever had a student
who didn't play something.”

“They get a look at different kind of
planos and dlfferent kind of problems,”
she said, “Tuning is done every day,
and the students work on projects rang-
Ing from restringing to refinishing to
pin replecement. These are the things
they will run Into,

“We also take a lot of cases other
people wouldn't. We take In-disasters
and try and make a piano out of them

-once again, The students learn a lot

from that”

Students pay between $35 and $60 a
week for the training depending on
what level they are trying to achleve, A
deﬁumbuumcdlnmgur,nhe

This kind of tralning is necessary be-
canse of the limited number of reput-
able plano tuners and repairers, Ford
sald.

The two firms cover the
by repalring and restoring both organs
and planos, A number of churches use
both the plane and organ repalr ser-
vices and Halklewlcz has ventured to
Tiger Stadlum several times to keep
that instrument In play.

The two companles jolned together
1n 1980 when Roblnson and Halklewlcz,
who had formed Keyboard Serviees in
1977 after leaving Grinnell's, asked
Ford to joln thelr flrm.

“We added Karen as a way (o expand
into planocs,” Roblnson sald.

‘WITH THE zddition of Ford and tho
schoo), plano techniclan training and

repalring now accounts for 60 percent
of the bualness, Ford sald.

“It's a very specific trade that is not
easy to learn,” Ford sald. “But It's &
nice profession because you can set
your own hours and do as littic or os
much as you want,”

Karen Ford, dlroctor of Flano Tech, oxplllnl lhe mtonllon work
neaded betore a player plano can carry iis tune again,
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For the most
up-to-date
printing service

News Printing, Inc.
Business Forms, Brochurss,
Stationery, Newsletters
560 S. Main Street
Northville 48167

349-6130

“PVE LOOKED AROUND,AND I'M
CONFIDENT THAT LIBERTY
GIVES METHE BEST PROTECTION
FORTHE RIGHT PRICE”

ll insurance company wasn't

B that Liberty Mutual offers ihe

R individuat atiention { necd.
; F'-‘ You'll see why | bel
AMERICA BELIEVESIN i
LIBERTY MUTUAL INSURANCE.
LIBERTY
MUTUAL

Liberty Mutual Insurance Company 30400 Tllcglaph Rosd
Birmingham, Michigan 48010 645-2700

Jin West and daughter Allison
Auto, Home and Life Policyhalder.

~Choosing the right
easy. | compared, and found

best protection ai the right

Edca for my aulo, home and..,
ife insurance. And becausg
Liberty Mutual is located

nearby, I'm sure to

Try finding that somewhere
else. Cafland comr)are

Ieve in
Liberty”
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