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The historic, stone house at the cor-
ner of Lahser and Fourtcen Mille,
Bloomfield Township, close to destruc-
tlon just two years ago, [s now belng
;ﬂgorp'q X3 a pietureaque private resl-

enice;

Developer John Shekerjian sald he
bought the house and surrounding land
in Bloom(leld Townshlp two years ago
“because I Liked the house.”

‘With the architectual firm of Luck-
enbach/Ziegelman, Shekerjian sald hls
development of 12-cluster bomes, “Pl-
nehurst,” on the adjoining land was de-
signed to complement the line and look
of the historic house,

Pinehurst, with steep gabled, cedar
shake roofs, fieldstooe trim and aggre-
gate stone drives and sidewalks has a
dellghtful timeless look.

THE BASSETT home’s rockey past
was about to end with previous owners,
a group of doctors who hoped to put a
tennls complex on the property. Even
after Shekerjlan bought it, the township
was eager to hava It demolished.

Shekerjlan sald the townahlp conald-
ered the neglected, vacant house, with
the boarded-up windows and over-
grown shrubbery, an eyesore and *real-
ly wanted It down.”

Several neighbors were op| to
its destruction. Leslie Kowitz of Bir-
mingham wrote a letter to the Eccen-
tric on its behalf. Paul and Anne Klep-
pert of nelghboring Beverly Hills and
Sue Smith — daughter of the late Kay
Smith, author of “Bloomileld Blos-
soms,” who researched the history of

the house — strongly supported saving
the house.,

Sometimes dubbed the “atone bouse®
because of Its pative stone masonry
construction, it was bulit In 1878 for -~
Danlel Bassett, with construction at-
tributed to Irish stone mason, Hugh
Purdy.

‘The Bassett famlly haa a colorful
heritage. Samuel Bassett, 1784-1878,
was ope of the original Bloomfleld
Township settlers.

A descendant of Heary I of England,
be was born in Litchfleld, Conn. One of
ancesters came to Plymouth Colony in
1621 on the second Pilgrim ship, “For-
tune,* particlpated in the Boston Tea
%my and fought in the Revolutionary

ar,

SAMUEL Bassett brought his wife
and sons to Michigan in 1832,

Daniel was born in 1838 In a log
home built by his father on 1,820 heavi-
ly wooded acres which he bought for
$1.25 per acre,

In 1881 Bassett decded 180 acres to
Danlel and the house was bullt 12 years
1af

ter.

It has a post and beam framing sys-
tem developed in England and used
widely In this country prior to 1900,

Danlel Bassett died In 1904 and his
wife remalned in the house unt!l just
before her death In 1909,

The renovatlon project la scheduled
to be completed by fall and the newr
owners are following the daily progress
closely.

The stone house on the corner of Lahser
and 14 Mile, Bloomfield Townshlp, subject
of controversy for sevora) yoars, is now on
the road to a new lifa. It stood vacant and
uncared for aftor its last occupant dled.

The bay window which faces Lahser, with
ite mid-18th century oxtotior moldings, is
In the living room of the historic houss.
Tho stond work, attributed to Irlah stone
mason Hugh Purdy, ls the original.

Stone house saved from demolition

The iInterlor renavation, s evi-
denced by the photo at right of
the kitchen area, is extensive.
The eatimated cost for com-
pletely updating the old house
kept several of the house’s de-
fenders from plunging Into the
project. The new kitchen wiil
have ocak cabinets and mold-
ings and modern convenisnces.
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‘sensitivity and pathos.
1

JERAY ZOLYNOKY/stet photographer ’
Etching titled, “The Buffering of Jeremiah,® telis the story with

By Corinne Abatt
statf writer

Artist Marc Chagall, who died last year in South-
ern France at age §7, dld many monumental works
during his long lifetime.

One

trating the Old Testament, is on display at Park
West Galleries of Southfield through July. This

ons of a very few places locally where the space
and Lght sre adequate for displaying the entire

w

o . portfollo.

the midst of tragedy, Chagall frequently adds a de-
to suggest that life and Is

part of tha scheme of things. At timea be is light
and playful, with a single incident as a metaphor
for the '

grand plan.

The sense of wonder Is always there whether
Chagall is telling the story of creation or depleting
a8ingle moment In the life of a person or animal.

Chagall approached his overwhelming Old Testa-
ment commission In an way. The etch-

concerned with

Mourns Sars,” the hands say It all’and Jeremlah's
sutfering Is almost audibis.” .
In the etchings where crowde are shown, the peo-
ple floeing from Jerusalem and the from
Egpt.lar each face ls Individual, sach
aspecial o Ll
‘Thess aren’t as compiets in form and detall a3
the works on




