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Condos tailored to fit si

By Dale Northup
speclal writer

As someone put it so beautifully, “The eadlng
marks a pew .~

Two old houses have given way to newer houslng
In downtown Birmingham. One was formerly locat-
ed on Brockside and Ravine (1020). The other was
on Townsend and Southfleld (1916{.

In thelr place are remarkably well designed con-
dominium projects which reflect architects who
are senaitive to sound site planning. As well, the
projects will lend interest and diversity to the ar-

that makes a

unique communlty.

The project on Brookslde Is by architect Fred
Bidigare, a graduate of the University of Detrolt
School ¢f Architecture. Bldigare, along with Dennis
McDermit buslness man, have built an amazing ar-
rangement of flve condominlum unlts which will
ljmknuy float over the upper reaches of the Rouge

Ver.

“The units are set back 50 as to allow a corner
window in the living room arcas an affordable view
of the river. Balconics in the master m areas
will overlook the park across North Woodward.

THE SITE planning on Brookside can be com-
pared to Frank Lloyd Wright's "Fallingwater,” one
of the most famous houses of the 20th century.
Whereas Wright used re-faforced concrete for his
soaring structure, Bldigare hes used structural
steel to support the main part of the living area
over the parking spaces below.

In addition, courtyards on Brookslde and the
gable end roofs, an impartant design consideratlon,
will relate the project to the surrounding neighbor-
hood. C are “of” the site

d signed by Fred Bidigare working with Dennle McDor-
mit, were planned for a tight, charming site with the
Rouge Rivar running diagoneily across tho front.

The three condos ( ) at T
by the Brown Street Co. are of terra cotta brick and a
soft taupe/gray. Each has a private courtyard In front.
The four new ones at Woodward and Brookslde,

o ¥ ¥

The painting at feft by Michigan artist Wil-
liam House, which was In a Rublner Gsl-
{ery show about a year ago, Is of the
fiouso that was formerly near tho corner

te, surroundings

rather than “on® It

‘The unita comprise two floors of living space
with the mechanical and parking area on the third
lower level.

The project on Townsend and Southfield is by the
Brown Street Co. — W and Mariah Finnicum
and Frederick. Willlam Finnicum, the archl-
toct, Is & graduate of Ohlo University. Mariah Fin-
nlcum is the project supervisor and Frederick ban-
dles the businesa side.

WHILE, ZONING on Townsend allows for R-7,
multiple highrise, the architect chose townhouses
relating to the residential character of the nelgh-
borhood.

The three condominium units are placed dingo-
nally, fronting on Townsend with setbacks, Court-
yards in the front will create some individual iden-
tity for the residents. The back allows for two-car
garages over which are placed balconies looking
out over Southfield and the park beyond.

The units have southern oriented solar spaces
which will complement year-round greenery much
llke the Brown-Frank Street project also done by
the Finnicums.

“Imagine,” said Mariah Funnicum, “belng able to
sce vegetation from the outalde In the dead of win-
ter.”

Ancther Interesting design feature I3 the
stalrwells with curved walls. They lead the individ-
nal from one level to another. The.units comprise
2,000 square feet of living area, Large windows will
allow the light to_pervade the interior space. The
overall design Is based on simplicity.

The Brookside and Townsend projects arc a
study in contextualiam in which the new will co-
exist harmonlously with the old.

where Brookslde and Ravine comes to-
gether. For many peoplo, 1ts unusual ar-
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contemporsry ranch with travertine marbée In powder
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$0.000. (H-e5281). |

Caltfornia contemporary has vauited ceifings and stonewsrs oot In foyer, 107 cellings In living room Dbuitt-ine and ber,
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CITY OF BLOOWFIELD HILLS -
atwo acte site I larger than it
and 2 haif baths, Kbrary,

. mmmmm;

SHARP WEST BLOOMFIELD HOME has a ceramic tile entry,
great white formica kitchen, formal dining room, great room
plus famlly room, studlo ceflings and jacuzzl tub (n master

and more. Four badrooms and 2% baths, $174,900,

(H-67856).
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