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Victims’ rights laws ‘welcome’ — Patterson J

By Terl Banaa
stof writor

The laws of Michigan soon wiil
award new rights to a growlng number
of people ~ crime vici 3

In a series of bills signed by Gov.
James Blanchard called the Crime Vie-
tims Rights Acts, victims wero assured
that no looger would the criminal jus-
tice systern exclude the Innocent while
attempting to punish the gulity.

State Rep. Willlam Van t.

against harassment and assured a
greatcr chance of restitution for thelr

’l'he package takes effect in 90 days.
SOME HIGHLIGHTS of the package:
® Authoritles will be required to
serve timely notices to crime victims
at several stages of the arrest and con-
viction of those who injured them,
Notices will be mnde within 24 hours
of a suspect’s arrest; victims wil be
apprised of all court hearings and plea-

® The victim alzo has a right to re-
maln in the courtreom throughout the
course of the trial and court hearings.
A vietlm who s also scheduled to testis
fy may be barred from the courtroom
only before testifying,
ive partion of the pack-
nge addresses restitution of damnges
and losses to the victim, placing much
of the responsibility on the judga to
see that the victim 13 *made whole.”
Judgu have been restricted so far in

er, R-Jenison, one of the bills' three
sponsors, said the system has made vic-
tims feel “Ignored, or worse, In the

way 1t will be corrected to make vie.

said Van Regen-

and they
will be alerted when the convicted per-
£on is released {rom jail. The prosecu-
tor “muat sit down and discuss with the
victim® the d lon of the case, such

tima partners along with pr
pollee and judges, he sald,

OAKLAND COUNTY Prosecutor L.
Brooks Patterson called the law “a
welcomed addltion.”

He added, however, that much of
what the law requires has been ongolng
In the Oakland courts. “We've been
working dally with the witnesses and
victims subpoenaed for trial,” Patter-
son sald. "“We answer their questions.”

QOver all, he sald the law allows for

“treating victlms with renewed respect
for the first time in years.

County Sherlff John Nichols called
Lhc leglslation “a step in the right di-

rection.”
. The legislation includes protections
which will assure that victims of fclo-
nies and high misdemeanors will be
kept of the of of-

as when it plans to plea bargain, before
It happens, Van Regenmorter sald,

Thé victim also must be notified of
changes In the convicled person’s se-
curity or conflnement, such as an es-

morter. “Our estimates are that in 15-
40 percent of the cases meaningful res-
titution will be made,” he sald.

Services in pllcs of a mopey ex-
change may be required, according to
one pmvislom Restitution can be made
part of the conditions of parole.

* There's even a so-called “Son of
Sam” provision to prevent accused
from profiting from thelr

ca
p:vlcﬂm! will be allowed to ndv

misdeeds, 2aid Van Regenmorter. If a
criminal sold his story to the

dress p
ther la | person or by writing, to pment
their side of the atory and the cﬁmu
affect on their lves, The purpose
avold victims® h-ellnz “Tleft out” of um
last atep In the prosccution of thelr as.
sailants,

@ For the protection of victims, the
¢ court will be required to house victims
and the nccused in separate walting
rooms before the start of hearings, And
if the victim suffers b b;

media,” for example, any resulting
earningy would be tumed over to the
victim as restitution and to the state
for payment on his “room and board*
during Incarceration, Half of any re.
malnder would be directed to tha Mich-
ig‘?:d Crime Victims Compensation

*So, the defendant would get very lit-
tlo if anything,” the lawmaker sald.

IT WAS because of the upcoming leg-
islation that Patterson sald his staff or-
ganized a victims assistance program
one month ago. The program relles
heavily on a 22-member volunteer staff
to help victims thwugh sometimes
complex court p:

8o far, a program dkecwr bas pot

been hired. Only two other pald staff
members are proposed; they ‘would bu
classified as paralegal
Palterson sald. In addition to hiring the
staff, be sald he Is working with the
county axecutlve’s office at this time to
find office space.

In Wayne County, one public officlal

mdmmhﬂﬁﬂwmw
of victims, bowever. |
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C.B. CHARLESTE

INVENTORY CLEARANCE
AUCTION

GAULKIS & SINCE 1Y

SAT.JULY 20

10a.m.
825 WOODWARD AVE., PONTIAC
(one mile north of Square Lake Road)

Doorsopen9a.m.
We will be “Cleaning House” by offering hundreds of old stock ftems and
explring consignment inventory merchandise.
Deposit required to bid!
NO merchandise refeased until end of auction.
Cash, check, Ametican Express, Visa, MasterCard (10% buyers premium).

_ EVERYTHING MUST GO!
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ROSEWOOD+ TEAK+ LEATHER+ HOME» OFFIGEW

WAREHOUSE
OUTLET

SCANDINAVIAN/U.
TRADING COMPANY

SAVE AT WAREHOQUSE PRICES

S.

NO PROMOTIONS

NO SALES « NO GIMMICKS

Every beautiful area rug In our vast
that you find In stock
goes on sale to celebrate our aeth
anniversary. It's our wa

When you see 1/2 OFF

...it will pay you to pay attention!

of sa;

Just Everyday, Year
Round Low Warehouse

ing “THANK YOU MIC IGAN"
for saying “'yes" to Best for the

Prices, At Least
Discounts On All ltems

33%+10%

Toterior Design Service
ey 543-5410

FMA anunmlﬁlll Plul Ilruch =

25}

past 36 years. Yes, hurry while
stocks are completel .

SALE ENDS SAT,, AUG. 3

Bot

carpea £ . rugp

ofmoety Orasch Im;
720 W EIGHT MILE 'FERNDALE
Summertimo Hours:
Mon, 10-B+ Tues.-Sal. 10-5+ Sun. 1

WORK OUT, THE
MORE YOU GET
NOTICED.

THE HARDER YOU

only one place to
exercise. Vic Tanny

+  andget 2 years of

Vic Taniy today!

If you want ynh_r bady
to get noticed, there’s
only ane thing to do.
Exercise. And there's

Bloomfietd Executive
Club. Only Vic Tenny
gives you the facilities,
equipment end instruction
yau need to get results
that'll get you noticed.
These are your final

days to join Vic Tenny

luxurious fitness for
the price of the first
year alone. The sooner
you start, the sooner
you'll get noticed. Call

GET 2 YEARS FOR
THE PRICE OF THE
FIRST YEAR ALONE

P

VIC TANNY EXECUTIVE HEALTH & RACGUET CLURB

6420 Telegraph Rd at. Maple Rd.—Call...t

e

55-2300
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