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Hills pays
bigger tab
for lawyer

council will decide whether ¢o retaln
the firm.
‘The contract provides for payment

By Julis Brown
statf writer

Taxpayers will fork over an addl-
tional $33,000 next year for municipal
legal fees,

?mrnuun counsel is budgeted at
$181,000 for 1985-88, as compared to
$148,000 budgeted for 1984-85. Those
amousts Include nses for prosecu-
tton, court litigation and defense, labor
relattons and miscellancous expenses.

Farmington Hllls City Council mem-
bers usanimously approved the city at-
tormey's contract at last Monday's
meeting.

The ngrccmcnt between the clty and
Brennan, Bibeau & Poehlman of Farm-
hlgton Hills will mnu.nue untl Dec. 31,

of a monthly retainer of $4,500, to be
paid oo or before the 10th day of each
month.

“LAST YEAR, the retalner was
$3,800 for cach month's services,” sald
Karen B kholz, assistant to the clty

manag

’l'he 1935-06 city budget provides
$54,000 for the legal retalner. In 1884
65, the figure was $45,600,

“It's a standard form contract,”
Farmington Hills City Manager Wil-
itam Costick sald. "It lists everything
the way we've been operating.”

“This just reamnns the contract be

1985, unless besorc that
dnm by the city. At year’s end, the city

Pioase turn to Page 4

eauty effort

sees revival

By Julio Brown
staff wrlter

nloe members, including representa-
tives from the business community and

‘The Farmington Hills Beautification
Comumnisslon is about to get a new lease
on life.

City Councll members agreed unani-
mously at last Monday's meeting to
reactivate the commission and to au-
thorize the mayor to prepare a list of
recommended appointees.

The commsslon, which dates back to
the days of Farmington Township, has
been dormant since 1980, sald Mayor
Jan Dolan.

“It’ was never reappointed back
then.”

Councll members hope to appoint

Road bid

wins nod =

One nf Farmington Hills' fastest dm.

veloping

the mayor sakd.

“And then nnyone who is just inter-
csted, (who) has a sincere Interest in
seeing us make this a more aesthetical-
ly plcaslng community,” Appolntments

should be made by mid-August, she-

su!d.
Four people — Lincoln Avery, Kay
and Bili Blakeney and Bob Van Avery
— have made deflnlte commitments to
wr:i/e on the commisslon, the mayor
sald.

“I HOPE to get a representative
from each garden club. The representa-
tive 1 want Is one of their hndsupe
deslgn critics.

“We have some very active garden
clubs. They have been In the past, and
I'm suro they will be In the future.”

The commission is needed now, Do-
lan sald, particularly with the clty’s
Planning Commission keeping busy
with site plan review and zoning re-

“With s0 much bullding golng on, 30
many changes, they're busy, We have a
lot ol areas that were not covered.”

be wldened this fall.

The project includes the widening of
12 Mile Road to flve lancs from just
west of Farmington Road east to Ue
into the exkung fuur-hna section east
of Orchard Lak

Estimated cost nt the profect is
ﬂ 002,600 with Hills'

belna $520,400. That amount Is
stlll an estimate, due to the undeter-
mined cost of inspection which will be
bllled at an hourly rate by the Oakland
County Road

In addition, soma of uxs rlg.ht-or-wny
costs are stlli being negotin

‘The Mlchigan De] ent o! ‘Trans-
portation recetved bids on the 12 Mile

ba mponulhle for deve!oplng a com-

and improvement. 'l‘hn commisslon’s
role will include recognixing those who
have maintained thelr property and en-
couraging others to do the same,

COMMISSION MEMBERS WOULD
be abls to laok at problem areas and
come up with several concrete sugges-
tlons for improvement, the mlyor sald.

“Some people are willing to go ahead
and do n, hut they haven't the foggiest
ldu of what to do.” Having those spe-

wlllbehelpm.lhem

Plsase turn to Paga 4

A|d sought to develop park

 ByJoanne Mallszewskl
\ statf writer
| For the first time in lts history,
Farmingtoa Hills is contemplating ald-
Ing a subdlivision in levyng a specizl as-

seszment to 3

brook and Woods
| Assoclation wants to buy
.9 acres from the Board

‘Please turn to Page 8
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Law aids

teachers

to retire

By Joanne Maliszewski
sialf wriler .

Improvements in the public school
cmployees retirement system recently
adopted by the Michigan Legislature
have opened the door for a3 many as 83
eligible Farmlnxton School District
teachers to retire.

"We wuld {ace, within the pext two

, & large number of retirements
by teacheru * 3aid Robert Coleman, dis-.
trict personnel director.

Fearing that high inflation rates as
well as increasing health care costs
could water down their retirement ben-
eflta, many Farmington Schoot District
employees who are eligible for full re-
tirement have been hesitant abont
leaving, sald Superintendent Lewis
Schulman.

But by the (over-

To the
mast

John Qregory of Farmington
Hills and crew took to the
mast recently as they chal-
lenged the arduous run from
Bayview to Mackinac in his
salling craft, the Elysium. The
crew Joined hundreds of oth-
ers from around the natlon
who wanted to see how well
they could do In one of the
first class sailing classics.

nor on July 10 pmvldu Michigan pub-
Ue school employees with lmprvved re-
tirement benefits as well as greater
centive for older employees mnure.
“It's the moet significant changs In
the school employees retirement law
since its inception,” eald Coleman, “All
of the changes are elther self-funded by
school employees or the retirement
fund ltself, So the changes will not cost
Michigan taxpayers any more money.”
Scholman agreed. :

“1 think it's a very imaginative and
{ngealous plan which doean’t pose a

on the state government at ail.
And it does provide an lnemuvc for
people”to leavo ‘early, he‘sald.” All-
achool districts in Michigan
to the retirement fund.

To be eligible for full retirement,
employees must be either 60 years old
with at least 10 years of service or 83
years old with 30 years of service. Un-
der the new plan, starting Jan. 1, 1988
throngh Dec. 31, 1988, ii's ponlble for
employees who ue 50 to retire if they
have Sod.years of work service, Cole-

)nothuwcrds.l.hemphmlum
at Jeast in the next three years, an em-
p]vyeemnunwith!unbmﬂllﬂthe
total of thelr age plus years of service
equals or uxcwg 0 (Example, 50
gears old rlu soyune! service equ-
llsBO,

Just finishing is victory
for Great Lakes skipper

By Joanne Mallszewskl ““The lake almost won oa this one,” Handlcap Raclng Formuola Division

staff writer sald Gregocy, mmdmﬁvﬂm o a spokeswoman
11, sailing sloop. “Anyons who got thelr for mnuﬂwvnd:tmub,spm

After battling high winds and savage boat to Mackinac Island was a winner. of the annual salling race.

waves, aurlu Gregory says anyooe It was quite an adventure. The Elysiom finished In an elapsed

who made it to Mackinac after the Farmingtoa Hills time of 70 hours, 41 minutes and 38

salling the 250 pautical miles of the resldent crew, the seconds. Corrected time which takes

6ist Port Huroo-to-Mackinac Elysium I finished eighth out of 34 ln .

race can be a “winper." Class I and 105th in the Performance Plu-atumcoPms_

what’s msude

Paler, chalrman of the associs- thdtybhmolen!nwuullcﬁam
as well as balding

"wwwumlamdamuuu oy
" sald 8chool Dis- |

subdivision re-
lar malntenance and im-
to the proposed park, Bir-

t Education for a neighborhood park.
Altbough school board
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