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High winds puts sklpper in ‘thick of it

Conlinuad from Page 1

into account a rating (or hmdlcap) was
54 hours, 43 minutes and 39 seconds
Although 316 yachts started the rnce
early July 20, one-third of the fleet
withdrew when heavy winds, ranging
from 26-38 miles per hour and waves
some as high as 10 feet atruck in the
early evening July 21 and continued

throuxh mid-morning July 22, The un- .

expected windstorm sent one yacht to
Lake Huron’s bottem and about 70 oth-
ers to safe sheller.

“WE WERE In the thick of it. It was
the worat I have ever scen,” sald Gre-
gory, who at firat didn't realize the
maognltude of the problem even as the
wind started pleking up speed late July

21

“On Sunday (July 21) as the sun was
going down, the wind started picking
up. But there was no Indleation of any-
. thing. The wind just started steadily,

I steadily bullding.

“By mldnlgm Sunday, out of seven
crew members, four were sick, That
left three on board, [ figured, well this

: may be just a two-to-three hour blow."

© cessof 40
: feet high” were battering the $0-foot,.

; biggest I have ever seen,” The
. the waves, he saild, “were llterally
! being ripped off.”

But by 3 am. July 22, winds “In ex-
miles an hour and waves 8-10

10,000-pound Elyslum, Gregory sald.

crew were just north of Alpenn and de-
clded to continne north and head for
shelter near Canada's Duck Islands
where salling would be easier in the
calmer waters near the shore, Gregory
zald.

“I had no {den of the magnitude of
the problem,” he sald, untll he latened
to communications between other
yachta in the race and the US. Coast
Guard cutter Bramble. “It couldn't
handle the magnitude of distress calls.”

1t was the sinking of the Tomahawk
“th;t really opened our eyes,” Gregory
sal

Unlike the majority of the fleet that ™
aailed south after reaching Cove Island
bouy, near Canada's Tambermory,
Gregory and Elysium continved north
to Duck Islands.to make the turn
toward Mackinac Island.

“] conslder this a major declsion In
helplng w get us to Mackinac,” Grego-
ry said, “We were always to the north
of the fleet. The other boats took more
of a beating.”

GREGORY ATTRIBUTED' Elys!-
um’s successful and safe voyage to a
prepared and enced crew.

Gregory admitted he's never seen
the kind of storm they endured.

“To do the easiest thing on the boat
w«;: a major undertaking,” Gregory

“The biggest problem I5 that we
couldn't sce the waves, If you can’t sce
the waves, you can't ride over them.”

By dawn on July 22, Gregory re-
called, the waves were “absolutely the
peaks of

Gregory
AT THIS polnt, Gregory and hls

At one point, Gregory continued, he
‘was thrown from

sides of the yacht and belleves he may .

bave a cracked rib from the experi-

ence,

Instead of riding the waves, the Ely-
sjum crashed Into them with a force
says he has never experi-
enced, Manuevering the Elyslum, par-

the starboard to port

“A 10,000 pound boat comlnig out of &
flve foot wave s really something,”

life harnesses to “literally tie them-

Surviving is all in the preparation

By Jean Adamczak
+ statf writor

As o young college graduate in 1968, Charles
Gregory, lured by the mystery of the sca and the
adyentures it promised, bought his first sailboat.

Ten years later, the Farmington Hills resldent
bought his second boat, a sleck, 30-foot safling stoop
named, appropriately cnough, the Elysium II

The name Elysium has its origins in Greek
mythology and means {deal bilss or complete bap-
ploess. For Gregory, the name persontffed hls fecl-
ings About sailing.

“I love 1t Grcgory uld of his hobby, “there’s
Just nothing else

The hobby turned inlo competitive racing after
Gregory began his job as a design engineer for Ford
Motor Co.

“My co-workers talked me into racing competi-
tively," Gregory sald, “and I've been racing for the
past five years.

This year, Gregary was proud to be the skipper of
one of 316 yachts entered in the Bayview Yacht

. Club's 61st Port Huron-to-Mackinac Island salling
: race,

“Nervous, am I nervous?” Gregory joked aboard
his boat kn Port Huron the day before the big race,

“Ask me tomorrow mornlng If I'm nervous about
the race.”

GREGORY AND two of his seven-man crew

. were preparing the sloop for the next day's 208

statute mile race, Bags of gorcerles were belng
loaded below deck in preparation for the race
which Gregory estimated would take about three
days and two nights,

Five of his crew have raced with Gregory on the
Elyslum 1T for the past five years, and that, sald
Gregory, makes all the dlfference in the world in
competitive racing.

“Consistency of crew Is one of the reasons we've
done 50 well In past races,” Gregory sald. The
many blue, red and yellow flags adorning the ship's

rigging are cvidence of the first, second and thld
place wins Gregory and crew garnered In the past
{lve yenrs,

As a warm-up to the Port Huron-to-Mackinac Is-
land race the Elyslum crew took first in their class
in the Mills Trophy Race in June and also competed
1n the Windsor Yacht Club Overnight Race held in

ke Erie,
“Tho Milts Trophy race Is apecifically designed

to gain night racing experience,” Gregory ex-
plalned.

The night racing is probably the most critlcal
part of the Port Huron race, accordlng to Gregory.

“We're really going to concentrate on our night
s;uélgllnz." Gregory said between checking the sloop's
rigglng.

“A lot of boats {crews) get tired and cold at night
and get sloppy. Wc hape to capitalize on that and on
weather-working.

Weather-! work}nx refers to beating the weather,
apecifically the wind, and using this tactic to ad-
vance the ship's pmlllnn in the race.

“If there I8 any type of weather-work or beating
the winds to be done, we have an extremely good
chance of winning the race,” Gregory sald.

AND G PLANNED oo glving the other
boats {n hiy class a run for the money, He even went
50 far as to hire two scuba dlvers to scrape the huil
of the hoat, cleaning all the accumulated algae off
for a cleaner, faster s,

“See those dlvarl‘!" Gngory

“They wouldn't be dolng that U l dldn't think I
had a good chance of winning this ra

But 1t takes more than just a mz boat to win the
race, aod Gregory knows it.

Besldes luck, there are three things necessary to
win the race, according to the skipper.

Number one Is a good boat, Gregory sald.

Olin Stevens designed this boat and Tartan Ma-
rine in Cleveland bullt it, 50 It comes from a very
good bloodline."

Number two is the salls, sald Gregory.

“We have the latest salls, made of a synthetle
material called mylar, and consldered to be very
fast,"” he eald,

Number three, comprising 50 percent of the wln-
ning combination, is the crew, according to Grego-

ry.

“Having aboard people who have been salling on
the boat together for flve years, that's the most
important thing. We've got a real strong shot at It
(winnlng the race)," Gregory added..

AS SKIPPER of the boat, Gregory makes all tho
decislons, such as navigational tactics, on the hoat
along with co-skipper Richard Synowlec.

“The exact course wo will follow depends on
which way the winds go,” Gregory sald before the
race,

“The Elysiwn Is & heavy alr boat — the more
wind we have the better we'll like it,” he aaid,

‘Kevin Plechwiak prepared the Elysium for the big race by cleaning off the bettom of
the craft. .
i

Depending on the wind speed and direction, Gre-
gory estimtaed the Elyaium would crosa the Macki-
nac Island finoish llne 50-60 bours after leaving
Port Huron.

All things considered, Gregory sald the toughest
pur?. of the race would be the nighta,

‘The nights are very cold on the lake. You lose
your mmpeuuve edge at night,” the akipper sald,

“It's hard to get everyone sleeping on a regular
}msi; 80 when you need them to go to work they're

resh,’

Gregory's wife, Bounle, and children Mnmzew, 8,
and Carollne, 8, planned to sit the race out in thelr

‘armington mu- home.

“J love sailing too,” Gregory's wile sald, “But I
just can’t imagine seven men on one boat for three
days and two nights,” she laughed.

“I'm just glad 1 didn’t have to do any of the cook-
ing for them.”
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The Elyslum crew readies her for what turned out to be a rougher-than-expected voyage to Mackinac.

ticularly at night, through the wind and
waves forced the crew to use every sall
on the boat. Of greatest concern was Gregory sald, adding the crew wore
protecting “the long mast.”

selves to the hoat.”. When the Elyslum crossed the Mack-

By late Monday, Gregory’s crew be- * Inac Island flaish line early July 23, the
gan feeling better and the winds began  salllng sloop was traveling at one luwt,
to dle down, he sald: Gregory aaid.

chnvlnl Br.gory and ‘son Matthew go over the charts before tak-
Ing sgtiing sall.
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