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contour of the land. Behind ‘the shallow
pond below is a bridge that offers an Inti-
mate view of the woods and wildflowers.

The deck (at left) overlooks tho broad
brick patio down one atory on the edge’of
the gently sloping ravine. Above are the
wide stepa to the deck, which follow the

Staff photos by Jerry
Zolynsky -

Mary and Bill Basse of Beverly Hills, consumate
do-it-yourselfers, designed and bullt a two-level
brick patle and deck ncarly 20 years ago that con-
tinues to delight them.

During the two decades of llving with'it, they
have watched the dogwoods and other trees and
shrubs they planted mature. Thelr view has few
rivals in displaying the changlng scasons and pro-
izldlng color and nature-oriented Interest all ycar
onj

tributary of the Rouge River running through it.

Shortly after they moved Into the house In the
mid "60s, they began work on a tiered brick patio
with steps leading up to a deck off the family room
on the atreet level.

THERE IS a background of mature trees down
the sloping ravine. They built a shallow, in-ground
pond at the far edge of the patlo and landscaped

The back of thelr house faces a ravine wth a- pre|

20-year old patioj
ages gracefully

kitchen window, attract lots of small blrds. The
chickadees, espectally, love the bird feeder.”

Mary Basse deslgned the entire project before
the house was even completed. She knew she want-
ed a plenic table on the deck, casily accessible from
the kitchen, Much to the delight o! visitors, It offers
a panoramic view of the ravine, brick patio and
landscaping betow. *

At the time they did It, the work on the patlo
seemed endless, each brick was set on the carefully

pared base. e had to be taken out and done
ugaln It was d.ull::ulmnd time-consuming.
But when balanced against the more than two
decades of enjoyment for family and friends, it was
worth it — and then some.

See related story on .
. Page 8E

around it with rocks, annuals nud percanials. This,
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and a blrd fecder t the

By Mary Jane Doerr
spociol writor

After her performance one evening
in July of "Fantasic pour harpe” b
Grandjany and “Chanson dans la nuit*
by Salzedo, the Lord Mayor, Reginald
Roberts of Conway, Wales, declared
that Kirsten Agresta Jooked and sound-
ed like an angel.

The 14-year-old sophomam at |
1,

Seaholm

a harp in London and take it along on
the tour.”

The Agrestas rented a brand new
Salvf and a car so they could travel
with the tour bus to England, Ireland,
Scotland and Wales.

Adjusting to the more difficult action
of the new harp, its larger slze and the
different: tone were just a few of the
problems Kirsten had to deal with-on
tour,

High Schoo!
played for Roberts and 50 other parish.
ioners at St. Mary's Church In Conway
immortalized in Wordsworth's
“We are Seven”), asa of the Michi-
gan Festlval Chorales annual Europe-

an Tour,

Last ml Kirsten auditioned for Mu-
slc Dircctor John Dovaras of Blrming-
ham and Conductor Eugene Bran-
strom, also of Birmingham, to sing
with the chorale. During the winter
months, they asked her If she would
perform on the harp during the tour.

‘Taking a barp on tour {sn't as simple
as taking other Instrumenta. Kiraten's
mother, Valerio Agresta of Dloomfleld
Hills, wrote to a number of places
whm the chorales would be giving con-

U anyone would loan or
rmtnhrpmxlnuneouldpedom

A GOOD concert harp can cdst any-
where from $10,000 to $25,000, 8o not
many peopla were very anxious to loan
thelr instrument.

'lruuydldnotn:pectwped rm in

The changes outdoora
where the harp was tuned

ting ready for that competition. It was
the most challenging thing I have ever

Although the barp is a difficult In-
strument because of the use of feet and
hands at the same time, Kirsten admits
that she hasn't found it particularly dif-
ficult to learn.

Since whe was & she performed on
NBC Junlor Hall of Fame, CBS Kids
World, and in countless concerts. Sha
luu beeu the uub}ect cl majcr DEWBPA.

with the cold interior of the old stone
structures causing the it to go out of
tune before sho had even begun play-

ing:

In the cold wind that passed across
the courtyard of Conway Castle, where
the group was perlormlu one Sunday
afternoon, Kirsten quickly brought the
upper of into tnne wlu: ber perfect
plich before she played for some 100
people In front of the 800-year-old

mna w
Wehh ot u:l}ii%llﬂmm. ‘m
ple,’

hmammmdbﬂmlnwm
maslc and the number of iine
from Wales, “When I play bere, the au-
diences are not normal audlences.
‘These people know thin instrument.®

American
tional Competition (n polis
against harplsts from ll.l over the cotn-

any more than four or five places,” sald try.

- Kirsten, "About a month ago; on the
spur of the moment we declded to rent

R v

*1 am very proud of that award,”
said Kirsten. "I worked over a year get.

)

harpists

eaple.

'l enjay looklng buek lt (.ha vldeus of
m; on TV,” ess there
is” just wmelhlns mue nnd amumg
about a little girl playing the harp that
attracts the media. They have likened
mo to Mozart and everything.”

Although she s obviously accus-
tomed to interviews, Kiraten doesn't do
them with a blasa attitude. She takes
her muslc serlously and is considering
a profesatonal carcer.

During the winter months she flies to

New York once a8 month to dnudy with *

Nancy Allr.n at J and drives to
ty to study with

Susann HcDoul

hasp |
honors [n piano com|
Federation ol Music Clubs,
the - National Federation of Music
Clubl. the Detrolt Muslcixns League
Muosicale.

Sym ‘z)wm wlst;m the w.;-:‘::
§ Bymphouy l&ony .
Youth Smphony and the lnlenuunul

Youth Symphoay.
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Tho Lord Mayor, y, Hills. She performed oubm
Wales, was delighted with the presence and mu- * Church of Conway while on tour with the the-
slc of 14-mr old Kirsten A.mu of Bloomllold wan Festival Chorate. :
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