Weekend of August 29-30, 1976

3 Observer Newspapers

Page (R-9A) * 11A

URC

‘The Rev. William D. Mer-
cer, minister of Nardin Park

United Methodist Church in

Monitor Editor Joins
Christian Science Board

DeWitt John, of Boston, edi-
tor of the Christian Science
Monitor. will succeed Inman
H. Douglass, on the Christian
Science Board of Directors on
Oct. 1. .

An anpouncement from the
board in Boston said Douglass
was retiring to devote his full;
time to the teaching practice:
of Christian Science in Dallas. *

He has served the mother
church for 20 years in various.:
capacities. 1

John, editor of the church;
publication since 1964, will be; |

i

succeeded by John Hughes,'.

! "television producer,

From 1949 to 1964 he served
in the office of the manager of
" committees on publication of
the church in various capaci-
ties including writer, radio and
division
head assistant manager, and
fanager.

A- native of Arizona, John
holds an MA degree in political
science from the University of
Chicago and an MS in journal-
Asm from Columbia Univer-
sity

A lifelong Christian, Scien-
tist, he joined the Mother

Pulitizer prize-winning Far- | Church in 1927.

East cﬂrresponden( who was
named managing editor inl |
June of this year. i

John joined the Mother
Church organization in August,

Hughes, in addition to the

Pulitzer Prize he won in 1967,
: was-also recipient, in 1961, of a
Nieman Fellowship at Harvard

1939, as a political reporter.: yUmverslly He was the Moni-
While on leave during World' b)rs Africa correspondent for
War II he served on the public! “six years and later. on spent

relations staff at the Navy's

six years as the Monitor's Far

Pacific Fleet headquarters and :Eastern correspondent based

won the Bronze Star. 4

in Hong Kong.

Farmington, will be speaker
for the Michigan State Fair's
20th annual Sunrise Service at
8 a.m. Sunday, Aug. 30.

The service witl be held in
the Music Shell, moving into
the Coliseum in the event of
rain. Admission to the Fair-
grounds will be free until 8
a.m., with those attending the
Sunrise Service welcome to
stay on the Fairgrounds the
remainder of the day to enjoy
the fair.

A second Sunrise Service
will be held the following Sun-
day, with the Rev. Allen An-
drew Zaun. pastor of the Jel-
ferson Avenue Presbyterian
Church. as speaker.

PRESIDING over the Aug
30 service will be Dr. Erwin A.
Britton,, pastor of the First
Congregational Church of De-
troit and president of the De-
troit Pastors’ Union.

The service will open with a
short concert by the Detroit
Police Band, directed by Pa-
trolman Ted Gordon. The or-
ganist for the service will be
Yvonne Miller. staff organist
for WWJ radio.

Invocation will be by the
Rev. Father Kenaneth P.

REV: WILLIAM D.MERCER

Macliinnon, pastor of St
Rita'y Roman Catholic Parish
Greelings will be given by
Thomas Schweigert, acting
lieutenant  governor, and by
Delmont L. Chapman, chair-
man; of the Michigan State
Fair ‘Authority.

A scripture reading will be
by tfe Rev. Joseph Bricking-
ton, iastor of Vernon Chapel
AMLE. Church. A prager will
by offered by the Rev. W. A
Crenshaw. presiding elder,
Detroit  District. C.ME
Church. \

i Benediction will be by Har-
old {: Koch, director of gen-
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Rev. Mercer To Preach

For Sunrise Service

AS

eral activities for the Metro-
politan Detroit Council ot
Churches, which is

with the State Fair in the serv-
ice

The entire service will be
broadcast by radio station
WIR.

REV MERCER is a gradu-
ate of Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity and Drew Theological
Seminary.

He served three vears as
associate minister of St.
Mark’s United Methodist
Church on E. Jefferson Ave-
nue in Detroit. and was then
appointed to St. Andrew’s
United Methodist Chruch in the
western part of the city

Since June 1963, he has
served the Nardin Park United
Metbodist Church as sealor
minister. During this time he
guilgd the church in its move
frggfits old location within the
cifgto the new ove in Far-

on, where a pew church
and®ducational unit have been
built at a cost of $1 million.

During his years in the min-
istry, Rev. Mercer has guided
more than 3,000 people into
membership in his churches.

HE IS NOW vice-president
of the Metropolitan Detroit
Council of Churches and chair-
man of its office of communi-
cation; a member of the board
of the Methodist Children's Vil-
lage and chairman of the pub-
ficity commiltee of the vil-
lage.

In past years he has served

in many religious offices. He .

preaches regularly on televi-
sion and radlo, appearing on
WWI.TV, WXYZ radio, WIR
radio, and WIBK-TV.

The clergyman has traveled
extensively in Europe and the
Pacific. He is a membef of the
Detroit Athletic Club, the De-
troit Economic Club. and the
Detroit Yacht Club. He and his
wife, Elovise, have two daugh-

is a column in which Ob-

serverland clergymen and lay leaders are invited to pre-
sent their ideas on church and religious topics of gen-
eral interest. Anyone interested is invited to participate
Contributions should be one to two pages of double-
spaced typing and may be mailed to the Church Editor,
Observer Newspapers, 271 S. Main, Plymouth, 48170.

By WILLIAM A. RITTER
Newburg United Metbodist

Next Friday is my birthday
after which I will forever
stand on the shady side of 30!
‘Thig alone renders me unquali-
fiedN\n many eyes to say any-
thing meamng!ul as a Chri
tian minister concerning the'
“Woodstock Nation and the
State of Goose Lake.”

1 would avoid the subject
altogether, but as this deadline
approaches there is an im-
posed curfew in Royal Oak an

one in B

white polarities, and an ene-
my. whose name was "Estab-
lishment,” became identified
overnight. With the naming of
enemies and the hardening of
battle lines, there emerged an
alliance of forces.

It is sad that we are more
often brought together by what
we are against. than what we
are for.

THE YOUNG PEOPLE
formed such an alliance and
began to celebrate it. some-
times for creative ends such
as political and

and very little else inanyone’s
mind and heart. B

IN THE MID-1960s, a great
burst of -political, social and
religious enthusiasm hit the
college campus and (iltered its
way into the more urbanized
high schools.

There were new recruits for
the Peace Corps, Vista, and
voluntary registration drives
in Mississippi. Folk heroes
with magic names - Kennedy.
King. McCarthy - emerged.

But the change that many of
us decry as having been too
rapid, was not fast enough in
coming. Young idealists found
there is a fair amount of tyr-
aooy in politics as in any-
where else.

Naive confrontations turned
into street brawls. Stray guns
cut down folk heroes. And a
generation of would-be ideal-
ists became disillusioned.

Complex issues providing
countless shades of gray reap-
peared as simplistic black and

peaceful moratoriums. but
more often as a kind of com-
munity catharsis “where the
enemy cannot hassle us and
we can let it all hang out™. And
the rock festival was born.

T 'am sure that Goose Lake is
ueither the Kingdom of God
nor Sodom reincarnate.

On the positive side, its
fences embraced some of our
more reflective and poten-
tially productive citizens.
They represent an alternative
to T. S. Elliott's epitaph of
America's heritage, “‘an end-
less asphalt highway and a
thousand lost golf balls.

Nonetheless. Goose Lake

offers little encouragement to

those of us expecting so much
of our young.

The creation of privileged
sanctuaries from law. inhibi-
tion. custom and self-restraint,
is not the beginning of a new
way of life for “'the beautiful
society,” but a fanciful escape
into the same worlds of illusion
and apathy that attract men of
all generations.

1 WOULD FEEL far more
sympathetic about the need to
escape the harassment of *'the
system’” if I felt that more
than a handful of the kids gath-
ered at Goose Lake had ever
meaningfully protested. or
given a period of their life in a
real attempt to bring about
meaningful change

There is great precedent in
religion and the church for the
role of the prophet and the
word that he would bring to an
uoreceiving world, but that
role has also demanded the
utmost of patience and persist-
ence. Indeed it is perhaps the
Ahighest gift of faith.

When tkat vision is lost.
passion leses all sight of rea-

.son. morality gives way to
-appetite. and time vields itself
lio the hysteria of the moment.

PERHAPS THE IRONY of
the entire weekend is that the
non-violent ‘‘children of
peace™ enjoyed police immun-
ity only out of fear that a riot
would develop upon the first
attempt at arrest by a law
enforcement officer.

To have enjoyed privileged
sanctuary out of such a fear is
a rather biting indictment upon
the would-be ideals and vision
on which the “Woodstock Na-
tion” is based

The church, which has been
in the ““ideals and vision’ busi-
ness much longer than the
children at Goose Lake, is still
looking for allies in pursuing
the dream of a just society.

Hopefully there will come a
day when we can recognize
our common objective admidst
our differences of dress. hair,
music and language.

Compared to the often ob-
noxious but faithful persistence
of the prophets of [srael. alt of
us still hang in judgment and

ters,

Rev. Lester Kinsolving's

Update

are found wanting

Ramparts shook -and ec-
clesiastical hgrrumphs
reverberated througiqut the 2.5
million-member  American
Lutheran Church this spring,
when a theological seminary
professor broke all precedents
by publicly announcing his
intention to campaign for the

housecleaning, then. becomes
rore complicated in church
than in secular politics . . . In a
religious  association, the
members have traditionally
been encouraged to trust
leaders as divinely ordained.”
Reaction to such candor was
swift. Initially, his students
h

But Dr. Keith Bridston,
professor at Pacific Lutheran
Seminary in Berkeley, Calif.
has been a winner in enough of
the 18 district primary elections
to be one of 10 official nominees
in the final election next Oc-
taber in San Antonio.

In explaining his un-
precedented public candidacy,
the handsome and outspoken 45-
year-0ld professor said:

“My major concern is to
make the political processes of
the church as open and as
honest as possible.”

AND WHILE Dr. Bridston
has not suggested that there is
any dishonesty in the structure
of the American Lutheran
Church (ALC), he has wrilten
an exceptionally incisive book
entitled “Church Politics,” in
which he contends:

In the ethos of the church it is
hard for the constituency to
separate their natural distrust
of politicans from their respect
for seligious leaders. Political

s

ST. JOHN
BOSCO SCHOOL
12170 Beech Daly
Detroit, Michigan 48239

& OPEN REGISTRATION

DEPARTMENTALIZED INSTRUCTIOR
@ SPLECH GUIDANCES

HEALTH SERVICES

© FULL PARTICIPATION I8

CY0 ATHUETILS
® HOT LUNCH PROGRAM.
® VACANCIES GRADES 18

Far latormation call
538-3739

d him to put his
theories into practice by run-
ning openly. And three dozen of
them also insisted that he
permit them to work on his
campaign.

president of Luther Seminary in
St. Paul, Minn., didn't say very
much about the election, or
Bridston's open running, He
was reported, however, to have
been seen at 17 of the 18 district
primaries — and will be in the
running at San Antonio.

BUT THE SHARPEST knife
was applied by the ALC in-
cumbent president, the Rev.
Frederick Schiotz, in con-
tending that in the church, “'the
niﬂce seeks the man."”

The inter
weekly Christian Cenlury while
not actually endorsing him for
the office saluted Bridston for
“trying lo clear away the

ideal,
that the outeome
clesiastical elections is due
wholly to some sort of
mysteriously inanimate

of ec-

and the
which plague ecclesiastical
politics . . . there is an almost
impenelrable fog of pious
phoniness in the pretense that
these things don't exist in the
Church."  +

REACTION OF ANOTHER
KIND, from some of Bridston’s
clergy colleagues, including
some unannounced candidates,
was predictable:

ALC vice president and heir
apparent David Preus: The
cost and prolonged character of
a natlonal campalgn would
evidence poor stewardship and
give an obvious advantage to
wealth.”

Bridston, a former
missionary, told this writer: *I
will be glad to make a full
disclosure of all my wealth!”

The Rev. Kent Knutsen,
president of  Wartburg
Seminary of Dubuque, fowa:
“Anyone who has such ambition
and believes he has the
qualifications is free to declare
himself . . . but T think the
church would be ill-served if it
limited itself to any declared
candidates.”

The Rev. Alvin Rogness,

Nogth Farmil
;bplis! Church
(Amoncan Bapstr Convantion)
UW W. Thirteen Mile
ihesan Orchord Loke and

orminglon Rds.}
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computers pr d from
heaven, was followed by Dr.
Schiotz’ possibly  wishful
thought that Bridston’s an-
nounced candidacy “may tend
1o close many minds to a con-
sideration of Dr. Bridstons
name.”  ° B

One mind which is not at all
closed belongs lo Stanley
Graven, M.D.. of Madison.
Wis. Dr. Graven. an influential
ALC lavman. writes:

ATOMIC BLAST

Ithas always been considered
a sin for clergy to aspire to
higher office. This has forced
each candidate to adopt a
stance of ‘If-the-position-is-
offered-I-will-consider-it . . .
This is no time for non-
candidate games (or) lhe
nonsense that decisions in the
church are made through the
Holy Spirit telling men how to
vote, when they know nothing of
either side of the issue, or the
background and beliefs of the
candidates.”

Graven's views, as well as the
results of the 18 district
primaries, is small but possibly
significant evidence of a
layman’s revolt against the
secrecy-in-church-politics, a
practice that is worth countless
votes to incimbents who are
nationally known by vftue of
their offices.

If Dr. Bridston wins at San
Antonio, he may have started 2
movement which could even-
tually deliver all denominations
from the sham of
candidates™ and the restriction
of the Holy Spirit
dergrnund electioneering,

e

- This is a scene from the

Moody Institute of Science film “"God of the Atom.”

Show Atom Film

Atomic energy is not new
but the method of releasing it
is a scientific break-through
which seriously affects the
destiny of man.

That is the message of a

- Moody Institute of Science

film. “God of the Atom.” to
be shown at ¥:45 a.m. dunday.
Aug. 30. in Calvary Baptist
Church. 43065 Joy. Plymouth.

The public is invited

In the film. Dr. Irwin Moon
gives an explanation of atomic
energy. e uses labo atory
demonstration and official
government records to trace
the history of man’s use of
atomic energy from Albert
Einstein's historic cancept to

the first explosions over Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki and later
tests at Bikini and in the Ne-
vada desert.

‘The film also points out that
man became fully aware of the
enormous power of atomic
cnergy in 1932 when the island
of Eniwetok in the South Pacif-
ic. three miles long and a mile
wide: disappeared in the sear-
ing blast of the first h»drogen
bomb.

Dr. Moon. in addition to con-
sidering the problems of tiving
in the atomic age. also offers a
positive way for man to use
atomic energy for good mslead
of destruction. ‘

to un- -



