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Harwell ‘tunes in’ to writing

Contlnued from Page 12

Harwell had started worklng for
WSB when hls plans for o newspaper
carcer bad fimled. He had worked as
correspondent for the Sporting News at
age 16 and served as a {iil-In employee
at the Atlanta Constltution while golng
to high school and Emory University in
Atlanta. But he couldn't find a full-time
newspaper job.

“I'd been in speech class at Emory
with a fellow who was a_program di-
rector at WSB" Harwell sald. “He
knew I was interested In speech and
sports, and Jt was bls ldea to combine
the two.”

Harwe)! made it to the big leagues as
a broadcaster In 1948 with the Brook-
lyn Dodgers. Following atints with the
New York Glants and Baltlmere Ori-

oles, Harwell jolned the Tiger announc.
ing crew In 1960.

HARWELL SAID he never tires of
the travel lnvolved, even though it
means 26 road trips during the regular

season,

“Most people hate the travel and that
sends them into retirement,” Harwell
sald. “But I have people I know in each
town. We go 10 a town twice cach sca-
son, and I get to see people I otherwiso
wouldn't sce. I get to vialt with them,
have some fun, and somebody else pays
for it.

“I enjoy llving out of a mote), cating
(n restaurants. I look upon it as an ad-
venture.”

Harwell and his wife, Lulu, have
been married for 44 years. She wrote
hls book's Introduction, where she

Book brings game
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“Writing the book was always In the
back of my mind. I'd been procrastinat-
ing, mainly,” sald Harwell from his
Tiger Stadium offlce Tuesday. “Right
after the (last) World Serles, T just sat
down at the old typewriter and kept
going. I didn't want to write anything
much that I had to look up. 1 didn't
want to write a lot of play-by-play, de-
tail or a lot of statlstics, I wanted to
sound as human as T could and offer
little [nsights people might not get oth-
erwise. 1 wanted to let them see
through my eyes.

“1 just kept hacking away in my lit-
tle study on my Underwood manual
typewrlter,” added the Baseball Hall of
Famer who completed his natlonal
bestseller the flrst weck of December,

FOLKS to meet Harwell who

suspect he's a pretty nlee guy are con-
vinced of It by the time they finish his
221-page hardcaver (Dlamond Commu-
nlcations, Inc. ($14.95). The vignettes
be aplns in a conversational style are
akin to tales he might tell a golf pari-
ner while sauntering down a falrway.
! The broadcaster, who aspired tobe a
pro baseball player and a newspaper
writer, shares nuggets of knowledge re-
lated to him during morning walks by
“ihat silver-gray mop and that rugged
wrinkled face,” Detrolt Tiger Manager
Sparky Anderson.

“Most of all I learned that Sparky
Anderson [s a master psychologist,”
writes Harwetl. “He had to lght a fire
under some of the Tigers (In 1984). He
had to stroke others. Sometimes he
goaded them, sometimes cajoled and
sometimes babied them. . . He's the
best of all the managers I have known.
Not only because of that great record,
but because he is an outstanding human
being.”

Harwell is a great entertainer.

He takes you to Memorinl Stadium
for the Baltimore-Clncinnatl 1970
World Series; has you eyeball-to-eye-

polnts out that baseball is only one side
of Ernle Harwell.

He also Is a songwriter who has had
46 of his songs recorded, by such artlsts
as B.J. Thomas, Mitch Ryder and Ho-
mer and Jethro. And he Is an inventor,
holding a U.S. patent on a bottle-can
opener and having invanted a World Se-
ties Fact Wheel.

“Ernle's idea of a roaring good time
is relaxing at home with a few closc
friends and family,” Lulu Harwell
wrote,

Family includes sons Bill and Gray
and seven granchildren. Bill is an in-
surance aalesman in Farmington Hills;
Gray runs a Christian miniatry calted
Family Restoratlon In Fort Mill, S.C.

DEVOUTLY RELIGIOUS bimself,
Harwcll has spoken to the baseball
chapels of various major league teams

alive

ball with a livid Leo Durocher; cringing
In a broadcast booth wracked with
technical difficulties as a Nellle Fox in-
terview !s taped and re-taped, and
pouring over pictures of a toothplck-
wide Ted Wllliams, nattily-attired Ty
Cobb and basehall patrlarch Connle
Mack.

He recalls 19-game losing streaks
and introduces you to one-time Tiger
President Bill DeWiit, also “known as
“0ld Bubble Eyes’ because some felt
that he looked ke a fat frog within a
business suit.”

and devoted a chapter of hls book to the
chapel movement. He seea the informal
clubhouse worship services as a way of
changing lives,

“Tiger pitcher Frank Tanana is a
good cxample, He just won the Danny
Thompson Award for the fellow show-
ing the best Christian attitude. In the
past, he always was sort of wild and
dido't know what direction he was
x;l‘ng h‘x, and he changed because of the

<l .

Although Harwell is still goiog
strong behind the microphone, he
knows one day he’ll have to retire from
the broadcast booth,

“J foresee it, but I don’t look forward
to it. As long as I'm healthy and as Jong
as they want me I'm golng to keep
working. I've been blessed by the Lord
with good health, and you have every-
thing when you have that.

““When it gets to the point where 1
can't do it, I don't want to hang around.
But it's a great blessing to bave your
health and have a Job that you really
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Last November, a citizens’ commit-
tee began to look at potential uses for
the area. One of the committee's rec-
ommendations was & multipurpose
youth sports field.

Other recommended uses, in no
specific order, were: botanlcal gar-
dens, multipurpose meeting place, na-
ture Interpretive cester, plcnic area
and pavillon, trails (hiking, nature,
cross country), outdoor ice rink, or
working farm. Citizens were then
asked to indicate thelr preferences
among the recommended uses,

““THE MAIN reaction from the
community was not to use the Spicer
property as an actlve park,” said
Doug Gaynor, director of special ser-
vices for Farmington Hills, The prop-
erty could be developed down the

Playing fields ‘
sought for teams

road, he sald, when other sltes have
been used up.

Baley, president of the Farming- | .
ton Soccer Club, suggested a small |,
portion of the 212-acre Spicer proper-
ty could be used for youth sporta.

“[ don't think we want to assume it
should all be passive,”

City councll members thanked the
youth sports representatives for thelr

ts,

commen|

“Munlcipal government, Uke the
wheels of justice, just can’t operate
and respond that quickly,” council
member JoAnn Soronen sald, *“Turna-
round is not golng to be easily done,
but I think it can be done.” :

Other councll members agreed
they needed to learn about the youth
sports organizations’ needs. .

“It's Incumbent vpon the organlza-
tions to educate us,” council member
Joan Dudley said. -
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OUR SPIRIT
OF WORKING TOGETHER
BRINGS YOU ANOTHER
NEW SIGN OF THE TIMES.

' 'DETROIT

24 HOUR
" BANKING

First of America announces the
grand opening of our ncwest bank-
ing office at 28564 Orchard Lake
Road (north of Twelve Mile Road).
1t’s the latest addition to more
than 235 First of America offices
working together all across Michi-
gan. It is this spirit that brings you
the best in convenient, full service
banking,
Just by stopping at our Orchard
Lake Office from August 12th
through September 12th you can
register to win our grand openling
prize drawing. Win a personal com-
* puter, a video cassette recorder or a
portable color television — no de-
posit necessary and you need not be
present to win. .

Qur professlonal staff is eager to
meet you and help with all your fi-
nanclal needs. So join us for the
grand opening of our Farmington
- Hills office.

When we work together, the sign
of the times belongs to First of
America,

For more information on First of
America, call us at 965-1900, exten-
sion 2739.
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