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Many remaln in use a3 automated
lght beacons while others have been
turned Into museums or homes or torn
down, he sald.

:Darla and Mike were not always so
d¢vowd to lighthouses, Several years
ago, both knew Little about this portion
of Great Lakes hiatory.

The couple met in 1978 at Troy
Alhens High School where Darla
worked as a teacher and Mike was in-
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volved in an electrleal project In the
bulding,

After seeing each other many times
during work, Darla mentioned her wish
to go pl In Michi-

by someone who wanted to put together
a meeting of people Lo in
1ghthouses in the Great Exkes area.”

The Interest gencrated there lead to
thy tlon of the GLLKA in 1988,

gan.

“It was just a whim, somethiog I
wanted to do on my own,” Darla sald.
*Hesaid ‘T have a camera. . ' *

The remance bloomed. Mike pro-
posed marriage at the Qld Mission
Lighthouse near Traverse City. A light-
house-shaped candle illuminated the
weddlng, and the pair become more o~
volved in lighthouse research.

“WE JUST declded somebody should
write about the lighthouses of the
Great Lakes,” she sald.

'cheuthreeyuninlonurre-
search before we beard about the azso-
clation,” Mike sald about the couple’s
introduction to what was to become the
GLLKA. “We read a notice

lon work

lcation and

special mailings informing mrdlﬂumt ﬂw
them vl activitles, along with the group, Pll’ﬂdpulﬁl lﬂww
beeome lnvolved o work lm:l.llh° tes not unlllyopmln publie,

chance to
days rapllrln; and restoring
lighthouses, Mike sald.

Whila th
Is fun, it doec become a bit tiring, espe-
clally since the couple is 80 active In
group activitles, Mike sald,

*1 would caution anyone who enjoys
something not to get too involved,” he
zald, There ls so much work that it al-
most becomes a second occupation.

"You have a lot more dutles, and
more people are Interested in what you
are doing. When It's & hobby, you can
put It down when you are tired of it."

Four chapters have been formed !or

es Michigan, Huron, Superior and
Erie Ultimately, a mm chapter for
Lake Ontarfo will be formed, Mike
zald.
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ington Area YMCA.

‘ IT’s LO! TIME — Sun-
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Dennison's d Tavern in support
of the Farmlngwn Area YMCA. The
ment Includes lobster, mussels, elams,
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