Trip contrasts China,

lymchlldl.nch
atatf writer

‘Geraldine Kiessel describes China as
& country of material poverty but spir-
lted people,

“The people are 80 open, 50 candid,”
the Garden City resident sald. "nny
always’came up by the tour buses to
show their kids.”

Klessel, the prlnclpul of Garden City
Junlor High School, toured China and
Russla carller this summer with a
group of Michigan educators,

‘The contrast between the cutgolng
Chinese and the repressed Russians
could not have been greater, she said.

An everyday experience such as rid-
ing the Russian subway turned out to
be an eerie experience for Kleasel,

T heard not one person talking to an-
other person, They don't smile. Thoy
dop't react. They have no curioalty
about you,” she said.

“It's kind of an eerie feellng. It must
be’the fear that they don’t waot to be
seen talking to us {Americans)”*

‘THE 19 EDUCATORS toured the two
Communist glants through People to
Peaple, a program established by Pres-
ident Dwight Elsenhower {o foster un-
derstandlng between people of differ-
ent natlons. Kiessel sald she was lnvit-
ed because she is a member of the ex-
ecutive board of the Mlichigan
Association of Secondary School Prin-
clpals.

The educators were there to take a
look at the school systems of both coun-
tries — but they also got an cducation
in thelr cultures,

The group nm went to China for

nine days, visiting Shanghal, P
Thea they speat sove °££““m°§a°"‘“
en spent seven days in Moscow
andung Loy
In China, Klue“eltlmw'llktha

you don't have black hair, everyone
gathers around you. They Jun want to
seo you. You're just an oddity.”
'm people nha met were very inter-
to speak English and
wm very receptive to Americans,

IN SHANGHALI, a city of 12 mllllnn,
Kiessel saw no litter because
ple there “have nothing to wutc." Per.
sonal automobiles and refrigeration al-
most are unheard of in China, and
homes are spartanly furnished.

But Klessel sald it scemed a5 though
China had left far behind the ravages of
the Cultural Revolution of the late
19803, She saw only one picture of Mso,
and that wu a gunl image in Peking'’s

The m or the revolution, and its
attack on the human mind, still remaln,
however.

Kiessel and other tour members met
one Chiness couple who had suffered
greatly during the revolution. The hus-
band is an English teacher at the for-
elgn langusge institute, and his wife
bad been a writer.

During the Cultural Revolution, they
were persecuted because they were In-
tellectuals. Thelr three children were
taken away from them and sent to the
Burmese border. The couple them-
selves were sent to an agricultural
commune, where they toiled at back-

Renaissance Concerts
given $40,000 award

The Renaissance City Chamber
Players' parent orgnninuun. Repals-
sance Concerts, has awarded
$40,000 from the Hud.mn Webber Foun-
datlon.

The funds are for the establishment
of two administrative poritions, dlrec-
tor of marketing and assistant to the
general manager.

A job search i currently underway
to {lil the positions.

* “It was great news to come home to,
* gald artistic director/founder Misha
Rachlevaky, “We were thrilled by the
overwhelming response of French aucl-
ences to our playing. Artistically we
have been

The Chamber Players leave Aug. 7
for Vassa, Finland where they will per-
form s chamber cnsemble in resi-
dence at the Vassa Festival,

The 1985-88 Renalssance Cily

Chamer Players' season begins Oct. 11. 4

at QOrchestra Hall. In addition to that
series, there will be 12 Tuesday eve-
ning concerts at Oakland Unlvenltfl
anr:er Hall and another series in Ann
Arbor,

For part of the season, the Chamber
Players will use rare violins from the
Henry Ford Museum collection includ-
ing a Stradivarius, Guarneri Del Jesu,

ap-
plause, for us the Hudson Webber grant
is a great administrative round of ap-
plause.”

and Ladolphi violins,

For information about the coming
season, call 62-MUSIC.
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Geraldine Kiesss! of Garden
City displays one of the most
treasured souvenirs of her re-
cent trip to China and Russia —
arice-paper painting made by a
Chinets woman, The woman
and her husband had been per-
secuted during China’s Cultural

Kiessel, p

Qarden Clty Junior High
8chool, toured the two Com-
munist glants with a group of
Michigan educators through
the People to People program.
Kiesasl found China to be a
beautltul place tull of charming
people, and she hopes to go
there again. But the repressed
atmosphere of Russla was not
her cup of tea.

breaking manual labor.
Later, they were “rehabilitated” and
returned to their former professions.
But when the wife reached

“But 1 can't tell you how the people
are In Russia because you can't get
nur the people.”
for fra-

age of 50, the husband advised her to
retire lrmn writing and take up paint-
ing &s a hobby.

“He got ber into painting because, as
ho sald to us, ‘It's saler.’ "

She gave Klessel two of ber rice pa-
per flower palntings, Although Klessel
got a trunkful of souvenirs on her trip,

from a Cossack doll to jade statoary,
ahe prizes the two paintings the most.

EIESSEL DID not see & single gun in
Ching, but firearms - and the menace
behlnd them — were much in evidesce
In the Soviet Unlon,
Tour members had a taste of Rus-
an represalon and parancla from the
outset, It took the Americans 2% bours
to get through customs am guards
minutely searched thelr luggage.

“I'll pever forget this one Russlan
soldier’s face because he stared at me
for 10 minutes, There was not an ex-
presslon on his face.”

Kiessel 8aid she bad no preconcelived
cpln.luns of Rusala before her trip. .

“Golng in § was so optimistlc. I
thought, ‘Russia is just like any other
cx}auutry People are the same every-
‘where,
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'.ernlntlvn, the Rusalans gave the tour
members & different waiter at every
meal in the hotel where they stayed
and a different bus driver for every
trip they took. Thelr one constant mm-
stan companlon was thelr femal
gulde, who was there to uphold the utﬂ-
clal Communist Party lise.

Klessel once asked the gulde why the

Ruzsians smiled so rarely,

“She kind of laughed a bit, then said,
‘In Russla, the people are very sincere.
‘They smile only when they mean It
‘The American people are phoney. They
smile all the time.”

“So that was her answer.”

THE TRIP gave the American edu-
cators the chance to visit Chinese
schools and talk to Chinese educators.
But they had to depend on second-hand
impressions in Russia,

The Chinese schoolchildren sat on
hard seats with small wooden desks
and were packed 48 kids to a class-
room,

But the classes seemed well behaved,
probably becanse If a child does have a
disciplinary problem, the school con-

Thursday, August 8, 1085 O&LE

tacts the parent at the workplace, Kiea-
sel safd. Then it iy the parent who s
disciplined with a loas of wages or
some other punlahment,
Russlan authoritles wanld not let the
18 beeas

the Americans did get to talk to Rus-
slan college professors about the Soviet
Unlon's educational systen.

The Soviets do a few things Amerl.
can schools probably should emulate,
Kiessel sald. The Russians require
teachers to attend college for five
years before becoming teachers and to
update thelr skills every five yearn.

But Kiessel said both Rusala and Chi-
na base a student's record for the en-
I.lm school yurmmne test.

In both countries de-
pends on the test, whether going cn to
next grade or golng on to future train-

ing, Your future can bo abaped by one  bors
.,

BESIDES THE officlal stops, the
tour group also got to do some slghtsee-
ing.

Kiesse] climbed the Great Wall of
China, where vendors sell “1 climbed
u: Great W,

uncovered emperor’s tomb In

—= |

statues have been unearth
In the Soviet Unlon, llu toured the
Hermitage Museum, saw a eoncart at
Concert Hall,

the
sneaked a quick vislt to a lunctlanlna
Rusalan church,
Kiessel's return trip couldn’t bave
come too soon for her husband, Bud,
who had behind. The tour group
had left on their trip right after the hi-
Jacking of 2n American alrliner by Shi-
ite Moslem terrorists.

Ameﬂun embazsy In Moscow.

essel and her alides of the trip
hnve been in big demand by her
clobs and church. Next fall, the
slides will be made part of the seventh-
mdu geog:nphyL and world cultire

:

Shabvpummw&lmooeday.
%humemmhnhmbm&tu{w

“x wonldnt want to put mysdll
“It's ] mIIy strange !ee.!lu notgo '

Xlln,whmwouuntholwrneom be free.

WAREHOUSE
SALE

I’ll(I; 80 (SJFF:

We've brought in new merchandise from
other locations to offer you spectacular
savings on an even larger selection
of Designer and Contemporary fashions

» Wili Wear * Guess

o Norma Kamali « Costa Del Sol
o Jennifer Reed « Karen Alexander

« Italian Imports and many more

Hurry in! anted t|me only

MUIRWOOD SQUARE W.MAPLE STREET
BIRMINGHAM'
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