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Kristina Sepetys’ travals have taken her to Talwan, mainland Chi-
na and now to Hong Kong. Harvard Law Schoal tooms in tho fu-

By Denints Coftman
staff writer

At 23, Kristina Sepetys has seen more of th
world than most people twlce her age. .

Although s college, the F
Hills resident has béen to the USSR, to the Chinese
malnland and to Taiwan, At the end of August, she
will be leaving to teach school In Hong Kong. o

Nothing In her ba , nothing in ber plans,
indicated she eventually would become a world tra-
veler, she said.

Even now, she doesn't study forelgn languages or
culture, She has been accepted and will attend Har-
vard Law School when she returns from Hong Koog
in {ali 1988,

She Is & graduate of Harrison High School and

Smith College (a government and religlon major).
Although she Is stil] a student, Scpetys spent the
1nst year as an English teacher {n Taiwan.

“They were expecting the quintessential profes-
sor,” she sald. Sho taught freshmen and sophomores
at Tunghal University, Taichung, Taiwan. “But
they were surprised when they found they were
about the same age as I was.”

EVEN MORE surprisingly, Sepetys had never
studled the Chindse language. “I quickly -learned
‘survival Chinese,’ " she said. “I was able to ask for
things like food, tickets.”

But she expects to have some communleation
problems .beginaing this fal] In Hong Kong. Al-
though she picked up Mandarin Chinese on Talwan,
Hong Kong residents speak Cantonese.

Another difference between Talwan and Hong
Kong, she aaid, s the way people mix.

“The Britlsh have made the colony more Wester-
nized, Hong Kong is more segregated than Taiwan.

“In Talwan, different peoples can mlx around,
but in Hong Kong, the British are together and the
Chlnese are together."

Even though Great Britaln will turn Hong Kong
over to the Chinese before the end of the century,
Scpetys 2ald she [oresecs few changes.

“If the Chinese are smart, they'll change the flag
and that's all.”

Of the three areas she has visited — Hong Kong,
the Chlnese Malnland and Talwan — she rates the
food in Talwan best,

“There was no problem with the food. The

food was 1l

Exchange students
need homes for fall

Good families are hard to find, A few good fami-
lics are needed who will open thelr hearts and
homes for the school year {0 enthusizstic forelgn
exchange students. High school age boys from
Spain and Mexlco, good students who bave studled
English, are anxious to experience the American
way of lfe and further their education.

One of the students Is interested in studylng his-
! tory, reading, computers football, swimming, and,
as he says “to accept the challenge of meeting new
people and learning new customs.”

Qualified host famitles are needed who wish to
share this rewarding experience, For information,
call (918)468-2264 or write ISE, P.O. Box 58, Fort
Jones, Calif. 96032,
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“It's so cheap, For $1, you can get a good meal.
For §5, you can have a banquet. The food in Taiwan
was the best In all of China.

“But I kad to adjust my palate somewhat, Food
In those countries takes on an almost religlous val-
ve. You can't refuse, even if they are offering you
chicken claws. You have to grin and bear It.”
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‘The app
. the Russlans, she sajd, was the existence of great

Thursday,

DESPITE THE difference In topography (main-
land Chia is vast, Taiwan la compact, Rong Kong
'Is tiny), all three have one characteristic in com-
mon: overcrowding.

“There i3 a housing crunch In Hong Kong. They
live five or six to a room about this eize (about 12
feet by 12 feet).

“TI'H have three bedrooms. But with all that *

space, the Chinese atill tell me, ‘Women do not live
atone.’

Although llving alone in a spacious apartment s
uncharacteristic of the Chinese, Sepetys will try to
mibgle, in most other ways.

“It's easy to get caught up in the Western come
munlty in Hong Kong,” she said.

In Hong Kong, she will teach 12-, 13- and 14-year-
olds, rather than the college-age students she had in
Talwan. “I'm told thls is a very mischlevous age,”
she sald.

She will teach at St. Paul's College, Hong Kong,
the oldest private boys’ school in that city. "

China, for all its size, is as crowded as Talwan
and Hoog Kong.

“It’s not a vacation when you go to the Malnland,
1t's a trip, T can see why Marco Polo thought it was
the whole world.

“1 rode oo bot, crowded tralns with no comforts
and slept {n dormitory rooms. It was very hard. In
Shanghal, people were sleeping in corzridors.

“But every city has its own personality.”

IN CONTRAST to the austerity of most of the
Chincse accommodations, her boat trip was reason-
ably luxurious,

“T took a boat from Hong Kong to Shanghal. The
cruise boat had sumptuous chairs and lzce curtalns.

Her vislt to Inner Mongolla {mainland China) was
a study In contrasts.

“I had vislons of Genghis Khan,” she sald.

Sepetys' photos of Inner Mongolla showed a land
of great beauty, with mountains and lakes, with
barren steppes and with monasteries that served as
military installations, .

“Quter Mongolla Is part of the USSR, so there's
always danger of attack, even though both nations
are communlst.” . :

of Inner for

mineral deposlts. Mining and agriculture provide
the llvelihood for most Inner Mongolians,
Part of the nomadic population lives In yurts,
o tent-like able to withstand the
ol

“Thero Is a lot of military, because of the fear of
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nationallstic reasoos, bat ‘relsted an incly

dent that would indicate the Chinese are, nooethe+

{ess, communist, N i
“T went to see the performance of some dancers:

“During the performance, an aj y high-rank+

ing officlal walked in

The spotlight was shone og him. A performance

be pre-empied by a party officlal any time they
enter.” AT

UNIFORMS SET party officlals apart. The mors
pockets, or a hat, signifies escalated rank.  wwen

_“This man had four pockets and a pen In his.Jed
pocket, 0 he must have been important.” ;

Each of China’s provinces bas Its own character,
‘Yunnan Province, for example, s bome 1o many,
the nation's minorities. “Thay're beautiful In the
native garb”

China’s burgecaning birth rate has led to the statar

R

bave a second child, even If they have to pay the
(state-mandated) penalty, so that they can bave af
1east one son.

Han Chinese and the Talwanese are pushing
the one-child thing, but the minorities generally are
allowed to have more.” B

Perceptions, she said, can often be misconcep-

tions, . .

“We think of Talwan &s being highly Industrial.
Lzed, but It's also very agrarian. They grow all of
thelr own rice. The south is industrialized.”

EVEN WITH (ts industrislization, however;
Talwan's own people often are umable to obtain
many material goods. “A lot of the goods never
reach (thelr) own market.”

'
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Citicorp Financial Center™ is helping
Detroitarea homeowners just like you put
money they never knew they had to good
use, For the big things in life. Like home
improvements . , . college tuition . . . boats
and RVs. . . business investments . .. even
asecond home.

Where's this money coming from? It's

been hidden in their homes all along,

quietly adding up as time goes by. It's

called home equity.

Here's how it works. ..
Let’s say you bought your home in 1978
for $60,000. If your home is like many in
the Detroit area, it may have incrcased in
value by up to 25%. So, in 1985, the
home that originally cost $60,000
may now be worth over $75,000.
A difference of $15,000.

A Citicorp Financial Center™
Home Equlg!.oan can provide
you with funds of up to 80% of
your home’s present value,
minus your remaining
mortgage balance. Money
you can use for the
important things in life.

An important message for homeowners
with important plans.

* Application must be made by B22/8S for advertised Arrunl Perctrioge Rate.
G196 Copyright Cliors. Firt mortgagesofered by Cecor Hosemaer, k.

At Citicorp Financial Center?* you
can turn your home equity into
working cash—safely and affordadly. . .

13.00% 13.34%

Annual .
Percentage Rate  4°
You can borrow with confidence at 7}
Citicorp Financial Center™. Asa —<,
subsidiary of Citicorp, one of the
world’s largest financial institutions,
we're part of a 170 year heritage rooted -, 8"

in service, commitment and innovation. _°;

So, don't postpone your important |
. plans any longer. .. contact a Citicorp }
Financial Center™ account executive today

CITICORP.©"

FINANCIAL CENTER

- 262-1440




