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Will Rogers Museum: sure way to start a smile

"'W?um Idie, my eplmph or what-
ever you call those signs on grave-
stones is going to read: ‘I joked
about every prominent man of my
time, but I never met a man I didn'’t
tike.’ I am proud of that. I can hard-
Iy wait to die 5o it can be carved and
when you come ‘round to my grave
you'll find me sitting there proudly,
reading it.”

— Will Rogers

(This was one of Rogers' most fa-
mous remarks, first printed in the
ton Globe on June 16, 1930. Rogers had
been asked to say a few words after o
sermon he had attended at Tremont
Temple Baptist Church. The remark
.’Layed with bim the rest of his life.)

By Joy Schaleben Lewis
speclal writer

Cl..AKEMORE, OKLA. — Humorlst-
philesopher Will Rogers sald, “Every-
body 18 ignorant — only on different
subjects.” He also sald, “We do more
talking progress than we do progress-
ing” And then there was, “Civilization
bas taught us to cat wlm a fork, but
cven now if nobedy is around we use
our flngers.”

Wil Rogers was a feflow who could
make people think while laughing with
him, Nowhere L3 the laughter and
thinking he provoked morc alive than
at the Wil Rogers Memorial in Clare-
more, Okla., about 20 miles northeast
of Tulsa. The Memorial is open dally
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is free.

W1 Rogers' presence Is everywhere.
You hear hls volce on radlo tapes, see
bim in films and photographs, read his
eplumns, trace his life through diora-
mas, touch the saddles and ropes he so
foved, and even see the Royal portable
typewr!u:r be used to peck out 2 mil-
tlon words before he died at age 55.

About 500,000 peaple annually visit
the Memorfal which was established in
1938, It's obvious that while Rogers
said, “Nobody wants to be called com-
mon peaple, espectally common peo-
ple,” the common people recognlze he
was one of them who was uncommon.

IN 1882, a library was added to the
Memorial contalning books by Rogers
about him, his origina! papers and
many volumes related to his varied ca-
reer — ranching, horses, early radlo,
fllms, Cherokee Indizns, avlation,
vaudeville.

In the center of the Memerlal's tow-
ering foyer stands a bronze statue of
Will Rogers on a huge pedestal. In a
rumpled suit, handa in pockets, shoul-
ders slightly stooped, Will greets visl-
wn with his shy grin. The tip of his left

ghoe gllstens golden from the touch of
milllons who've paused to pay tribute

to the man who u!d, “1 never met a
man1didn't Uike.”
At the d to

columnist, movie star, radio
and the highest-pald entertalner of his day

‘It's great to be great, but it’s greater to be human.’
— Will Rogers: trick rider, rope artist, comedian, phllanthroplst

, goodwilit amb

4 Will Rogers Musaum Director Reba
L7  Colline shows his statue containing

world. Traffic halted, movie theaters
darkened, storekeepers locked up,

smile a lot, cspeclnlly when you see the
excerpts from Rogers' films and news-
reels made during his life. He was once
the highest pald entertainer in the na-
tlon, earning $25,000 a week in Holly-
wood and raking in $250,000 a movie.
Some called his face and pame the
most widely known {n the world.

AT ROGERS' tomb, you may mowrn
as millions the world over have. We're
not likely to sce agaln the likes of old
Will — trick rider, rope artlst, comeds.
an, philanthroplst, columnist, mo e
star, radio commnt.nmr and goodwill
ambassador — all rolled into one hellu-
va gum-chewing cowboy who liked chi-
1 parlors better than dining with royal-
ty and prealdents.

“It's great to be great, but it's great-
er to be human,” Rogers inslsted.

Will Rogers dled at the peak of his
fame In an airplano crash in a shallew
Alaskan pond on Aug. 15, 1035, He and
round-the-world pllot Wiley Post were.
but 15 miles short of their Polnt Bar-
row destination,

““This thing of being a hero, about the
maln thing to do is to know when to
dle,” he once wrote In a column.

ROGERS' DEATH  stunned the
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cried on thelr lmut steps,
Congress came to a shocked

The world gricved as hwdllnes in Loo-
don, Rome, New York, Tokyo and Mos-
€OW scream “WILL ROGERS DEAD

Flylng had fascinated Rogers sinco
his first short flight in 1915, “If your
time 1s worth ‘anything, travel by alr, Xf
not, you might as well walk,” he advo-

cated. .

Rogers and fellow Oklahoman Wiley
Post had been the best of (rlnnds. ‘When
Post filed to cash in on his globe-cir
cling solo flight in 1939, cheu decid-
ed to help him out. He felt that If he
took 8 jaunt with Post, the publlcity
might haul in a fortune for the pllot he
s0 admired.

To grab more headline attention,
Rogers and Post declded to simply fly
north from Seattle for “unannounced
destinations.” Speculation soon spread
that the two were headed for Moscow
via Alaska,

Along the way {o “destination une
known,” Rogers dutifuily filed his daily
syndicated column to 400 newspapers:
Aug. 7, 8 and ¢ from Juneay, Aug. 10
and 11 from Aklavik (Northwut Terri-
torics), Aug, 13 from Falrbanks, Aug.
14 from Anchorage and his last, Aug.
15, from Falrbanks.

HIS FINAL column was about a col-
cny ol 200 welfare families from Mich-
Igan, Minnesota and Wisconsin.

Earlier that summer, they had been
sent by the federal government to the
Matanuska Valley, 40 miles morth of
Anchorage, to cstablish a farming com-
munity. It was America's flrst effort at
colonizatlon.

The possesslons Rogen carrled with
him on that fatal plnne trip to Alaska
are on display at the Memorial: hat,
shoes, gloves, scarf, sleeping bag, mag-

nlfylng glass, typewriter, leather bag,
tin of Bandaids and a can of Wiliams
Quick and Easy Shaving Cream.

He also had eight three-ceat stamps,

two books (“Alaska Dog Driver” and
“Arctic Village™), pencil stub, pocket
knlfe, rodeo program {rom Los Ange-
les, two palrs of glasses, two watches
and a small, square, wooden puzzle,
In Will's muhed typewriter way the
third page of his latest weekly article.
It ended mid-seatence with the last
word he had typed — “death.”” He had
been writing about an Eskimo’s dog
and a bear.

REBA COLLINS, director of the
Wil) Rogers Memorial, says the travel-
ing possesalons tell & 1ot about the man.
"Hogeu was always misplacing
things,” she said. “That's why he had
two watches and two palrs of glasses.

As for the puzle, he liked to ﬂdgel
with things In his hands,

‘He always tnvaled lightly,” sbe
continued, “For example, if be needed
a new suit, he'd buy one and just throw
out the old one.”

Collins
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his most tamous quote. Above: vis-
tors at Rogere’ tomb.

The phllosophlzing cowboy was born
Nw 4, 1879, tho eighth child of Mary
d Clem gers. He was christened
Wlulnm Penn Adair Rogers. His blrth-
place is just 12 miles north of the Will
Rogers Memorial at Will Rogers State
Park near Oolagah. It's open dally,
a.m. te 5 p.m. No admlssion charge.

The two-story white house with the
picket fence was the center of frontler
hospitality in its area of t.ba Cherokee
Nation. Will himselt w;

Cherokee and damn prond ot it. He
kidded, “My ancestors didn't come on

©

the Mnymwer. but they met the boat.” " .

Visitors to Rogers' birthplaco se0 a
simple seven-room home with two
large central halls, open porches and
open fireplaces in four of the rooms.
Will was not born poor. His father bad
4 80,000-acre ranch,

As a youngster, WHI was much better
with a rope than with a schoolbook.

has written of artl-
cles and three books on Rogerl and has
spent 20 years e, She

conslders Rogers “the but communi-
cator of tbe oeulu.ry He wax tops (n all
mediz,” she sald. “And no one wrote a
line for hlm. It was ali his. He'd go Into
a town, size up the pllce, ita people and
politics, and 15 minutes Jater be on
stage ready to make peopla laugh."

COLLINS SAYS it's dificult to
come up with the mct key to Roger’s
universal charisma. t say
that duplte hl.r kemendou: fame, be

and mm!nmbln as An old shoe,” she

Ro himself gleefully malntained,
“I'm j\ut an old caun!ry boy in a blg
town tryin' to get along.”

A young Will Rogers pncllcor
spinning the rope with a belie:
of the time.

Much to his teachers’ dismay, be bad a
hablt of lassoing his classmates who
willingly, stooped over, ran down corri-
dors and bellered like calves.

Wil was in and out of numerocus
schools untll he was 17 when he ran
away to a Texas ranch. At 19, be re-
turned to pleasa his father, but manag-
Ipg the 0ld home ranch simply wasn't
for him, Reluctantly, his father let Will
go hls own way, And what a way —

from “The Cherokee KId" with Texns
Jack’s Wild West Show be grew into
vaudeville, then the Ziegfield Follles,
motion plctures and radlo, newspaper
columns, books and finally the title
“America's Ambassador to the World.”

The legendary humorm wul onec in-
terviewed by the legendary his

Will Durant for his book “Living Pbllo-

sophles.” The Will with the shy 'grin,

tousled hulr and quick wll totd ﬂ:e-

other

“Believe in something for analhg-

world, but don't be too set on what lt

and then you woan't start out that 1l

with a disappointment. Live your m:

n that whenever you lose you are
ead,”

The Navy Yard Restaurant
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
BEGINNING AUGUST 2nd
“Our Seafood Feature’

A Solection of Fresh Seafood
*In ndgmn 10 Our rogular monu
for

252 Dathousie St., Amherstburg
_1-519-736-6474

North American Black Historical Museum
& Cultural Centre
Situsted in the heart of the original black serdement of
Amherstburg, the musenm celebrated achievements of
Black North Americans, Here, their rich heritage is pte.
served in e:hlblu depicting their originy in Africa, ¥cul of
slavery and finally setilement and =rmnc1pmon of Nerth
Americe. 9-735-3433.
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