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.By Tom Baer
staff wriler

HE FUTURE LOOKED
bleak for M & M Septic

Tanks back In the late
1950s and early '60s when
the great exodus from Detroit to the
suburbs was just beginning.
“Twenty-flve years ago, they told
my dad (M & M co-founder James
Mclntoah) thiat he should move out
of Farmingion because sewers were
golng to eliminite the need for a
septic company,” sald Gary Meln-
tosh, who runs the bualness now.
Well, the peaple came and so did
the sewer lines, but the M & M Sep-
tic stayed. Today they're dolng busi-
ness out of the same old cinder

Highway — and b is “real
good,” according to McIntosh,
SEPTIC TANES — “on-alte sew-
er systems® In the language of the
bureaucrats who control them —
stiil are very much a part of the
Qakland County scene, even, sur-
prisingly, in the more urbanired sec-

block bullding on Northwestern:
uslness
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tlons, A septlc system !s simply a
concrete tank buried undugzvognd : The d%’m&%
pear a dwelling, It's where the spocial sations which
waste materials go when a- tollet have pipes Irading to Detroit's sew-
flushes or a bathtub empties or a age mhneétmtun. =
ooy i the. (ks th .
ong w! e 1s the adja-
cent septic fleld — several under- e such statlon is at gh ‘."‘“‘ﬁ
gun;nd pipés leading away from the Mile m"h‘" roads, and yet
Stephenson, anoth-,
While solld wastes stay in the er near the Oakland County.Comrt
tank as sludge and scum to be bro- .
ken down by bacterial action, liquid !
wastes are piped loto (he field Of course, v~ = 33 the’
.where they leave the pipes through . baulers . — $#P o
perforations and (hopefully) drain dump v~ . into the.
off or percolate into the soil. . up recently from $10 — and
Whea the tanks and fields become Gadm {hat charge Ia reflected In the rates |
full after years of flushing and " must pay. H
draining, people llke Mclntosh and  homes and no sanitary seswers, focated below the main sewer line Department of Natural place ia ble for an on-ite
thelr “honey wagon® trucks are *If you count the number of our and pumplng the wastes up is expen- which licenses the vehicles. : sewer system. ucracy s sup-’ Bolton recently raised his rates
.called into action. homes, you'll know how many septic sive or impoesible. “We'd like to get out of the septic posed to be hard-hearted and all from to §98 for %
“HOME SEWAGE Disposal,” a we have,” sald Village Clerk The Oakland County Health De- tank business* said Mel Goldman, that, but we are individuals and we 1,000-gallon tank. McIntosh ]
pamphlet published jointly by Mich- Rustle Shand with a laugh, partment, which licenses and in- the county’s chief of environmental can fee] what thesa people feel.” $108 for a tank pump. If a septic
| igan State University’s Cooperative IN TROY, several subdivisions spects the installation of septic sys- health for fleld activitles. *If we get Goldman called septic systems “a d and:
| Extension Service and the state Do+ are without sewer lines. The city's tems, issued 987 permits for new out of the septlc tank business, It temporary expedient® until sanitary unusable), It can cost &3 much as!
partment of Health, calls septic sys- water department lsts 897 water- systems in 1984 and $62 through means the entire county Is sewered sewers become available. $2,000 to relocate it.
tems “only a second chojce to public only (oo sewer) homes among its June of this year. and we don'’t have these individual “It would provide a healthler en- But hooking up to a sewer lins, as-
sewage systems” in bullt up areas. 24,310 customers. ARTICLE THREE of the county problems.” vironment in the county if we bad no suming ope 18 a can as
“But, when properly bullt and Bloomfleld Township is *82 per-  sanitary code requires that property Goldman contlnued, “We'vo had  septic tanks” he added. “They all much a3 $5,000. And then a fee must!
| malntained,” the publication sald, “a  cent sawered,” accordlng to an offi-  intended for septic use meet certala some cases where people bave  doo't work forever.” be paid the municipality on & regu-
| home sysiem offers a fairly good clal, “wit they're still quite a few .‘eria concerning soll (sandy s saved for years to buy a . When sewer lines become avail- lar basls. So oc-site
‘| means of sewage disposal for single  (septic tamks} and they're scat-  good; clay bad), water table and dde't check it out before they  able and Uf a homeowner decides . are likely to be around for a long
:Jisolated homes, farm homes, es- " slope. bought It Then they do gather  hook up (municipal ordinances may “  tlme. * :
‘tates, and the like.* Even eltifled places Like Pontlac, Also, county health inspects the enough money to bulld that dream , & septlc tamk Iz “We're (nstalling two septic 573,
Septic tanks are especially preva- B! and Southfield stil  tank trucks — enmphemistically - or retirement bome. . pumped out and crushed or filled,  tems to every pow sewer we \
Jent 1n Franklin Village, 8 wealthy  have a falr pumber of septic tanks. called honey wagoss — which pump WE (county health per-  with sand, up,” Banghey sald. “Sewers just are|
-['enclave with ‘994 single-famlly  The dweiliogs predate sewers or aro out the septic systems for the state sonnel) go out and find that the ‘BUT UNTIL THEN, the tanks will pot avallable everywhere.” 1
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Hot pursuit Nkt oo |
Vol firefigh - |
olunteer firefighters needed meesay hoses | |

By Dennla Coffman school diploma or G.E.D. equivalent, have a satls-
staff wriler . factory work record and clear police record, be In
bt cal position, live or work in Farm-
For anyone who ever wondered what it would be ington Hills or a nearby community, and be able'to
like to fight a flre, the Farmington Fire Depart- respond quickly to
meat could bave the answer. Volunteers &re izsued pagers. These are essen-
There are 12 openings in the department for  tlally “bee; " but with volce Instructions
“pald-callback” (volunteer) flrefighters who get 200 dispatched by the fire statlon nearest to the place
hours of paid training. where the volunteer lives. .
ighters then get paid ding to V after they are paged, pick up thelr
the number of fires they fight, which pp at the station and bexd for
amounts to $3,500 to $4,000 & year. the fire. .
. “But we're ot empbasixing the pay,” said L.
Tom Shurtleff, who has been running the recruit- THE DEPARTMENT s especially interested in

ment program. “The pay would fust compensats

people who can during daytime bours.

o {deal da; ters,

them for thelr time. We want to that thin
13 a way to get lnvolved In the community.”

The jobs are open to men and wormen 18, In good

physical condltion, with no upper age Umit. They

- . should live In Farmington sur-

ytime fireflgh
“Ogr tyoubls ls getting female applicants,”
Shurtleff sald. . .
Hiring will take place ln September. The recrit
tralning school will begin in

Hills,
such as West Bl d or

reedniﬂ‘hwlvﬂ.ln-

Novi. .
“Actually, the Grand Rlver-10 Mils Road flre
. statlon ig really closer to Novi than to parts
F Hills,” Shurtleff sald. .
- One added beneflt: Prospective firefighters can
. use the tralning they receive as volunteers to apply
. 32 regular firefighter positions in the
: ‘department, or to apply to other depiriments.
| “Asq matter of fact, currently we are hiting
! those ln our regular department who have beea vol-
" unteer firefighters,” Shurtleff sald.
*  THOSE INTERESTED in becoming volunteer
" firefighters should atteod a meeting at 7:30 p.m.
’ Wednesday in F Hllis City Hall,

* tho ages of 34-30, Shurtleff said.
i “We'd prefer that they be family-oriented, stable
T in the community, m.nxedvl.nmm  house — ma-

only -

suppression training, followed by emergency medi-
cal and advanced first aid training.
Id‘l.m’uld.id well aver 200 bours of training,” Shurt

fires. They are covered
disability benefits and life insurance.
“The pay and benefits cught not to be the deter-
for anyone who wants a job as a vol-

vlumdpnx:ﬂy—nvlu
service to the community should be oost im-
portant reascn for & man of woman to sign up for
.the program, besatd. ¢ -

The Farmington Department of Public Safety,
Division of Fire-Emergency Medical Service, has
been using paid-call employees since early 1988,
when 18 were sworn In. There are now 80.

. ture

people who are
1t also wouldn't hurt 4f the pe b
. had some fizst ald, paramedical or even firefight-
B ln;upa'lmorwmwmtumm
sary, .
Applicants mustdold a Michigan driver’s License
with an acceptable driving record, have a high

Becanse of the volunteer system, the city clalms
it’s fire t costs less than those serving
other witbout

protecticn. i .
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limited O T Co4 Cave, Toe YMCA
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