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Looking from the foyer into the llving room gives a sanse of the pafotic, beige, camel, white and charcoal Is sophisticated and
hoight and space which interlor designer Dick Tolbert was working upbeat.
with. The accessorios are (arge, eirong and graceful. The neutra)

- Welcome change
Tailoring a contemporary look

The dining table and the cotfes table are both travertine marble

By Corlnne Abatt
staff writer

All Ferne and Arthur Harrls
brought with them to their new con-
do in West Bloomfield were the
famtly photographs.

“After 25 years of macriage, we
wanted a totally dlifcrent ap-
proach,” sald Mrs. Harrls.

Interlor designer Dick Telbert,
working with Englanders, was well
acquainted with the couple and thely
lifestyle. He bad done a previous
bome for them.

Mrs. Harris was prepared to trust
her decorator’s judgment implicitly
and that's what It takes with Tol-
bert, who s a pleasing comblnation
of lald back and positive.

Mrs. Harris said at first that she
wanted her new environment done
in neutrals with black as one of the
domlnant colors.

“It Is done in charcoal, white,
beige and camel, no black,” sald
Tolbert with 2 smlle adding, “The
belge is transltional, everything is

played against the patterns of the
wallpaper.” )

EXCITING use of wallpaper Is
one of Tolbert’s hallmarks, In this
home, he used at lenst seven differ-
ent patterns all in the charcoal,
white, belge and camel color theme.
And doors and woodwork as well as
walls are covered with paper, but
not cellings.

Tolbert sald, in the lving room
alone, 88 rolls of the textured string
wall covering was used. These con-
dos, bullt by the Herman Frankel
Qrganlzation, have soaring cellings
and strong, contemporary architec-
tural lines.

For the walls of the Ubrary, easlly
vislble from the living room, he
chose a charcoal gray vinyl suede
cloth. This blends nicely with the
wall covering, an abstract print on a
charcoal background, In the break-
fast room and kitchen, Tolbert had
the same print vinyl coated for the
breakfast room chalrs.

The continulty from room to

room Is artful, yet each has its own
personality and function.

‘The atmosphere (s sleek, contem-

porary and luxurious. For instance,
‘Tolbert used mirror on the flreplace
wall, clear rather than tinted, be-
cause he thinks the latter distorts
color,
He is adamant about ample stor-
age space and provided so much in
the counter to celling belge Formica
cabinets In the kitchen that Mrs.
Harris swore she’s never fill them,
hut she did.

One wall of the breakfast room 1f
also belge Formica cablnets which
function as a pantry. These, too,
filled, as if by magle..

THE SQOFAS In the living room,
modulars, covered In a tightly
woven camel wool, are comple-
mented by the belge travertine mar-
ble of the fireplace and the colfee
table.

The scale of the accessories is un-
usually large, Tolbert sald, explain-
ing that small items would be
dwarfed.

T

Tolbert bought the white ceramle
sculptural pleces on charcoal pedes-
tals along the interior wall of the
llving In Italy. The large vase on the
coffce table was Intended as an um-
bretla holder, but, because of grace-
{ul shape and size, Tolbert gave it a
more glamorous role.

‘The dining room chalrs, finished
in charcoal lacquer, exactly
matched to the shade of charcoal
used throughout the home, are cov-
ered with the same belge wool as
the modulars.

The verticals used at all of the
windows are covered with a white
textured fabric and this textural
treatment softens the light which
filters into the rooms,

There i3 a great deal of drama in
this environment which has a lot of
variety within the subtle color
scheme, The family plctures, re-
framed to coordinate with the rest
of the furnishings, haog on a den
wall — an Interesting photographic
gollery which the Harrises thor-
oughly enjoy.

which blonds with the camel wool of the modulars and the seate
of the dining chairs and the white carpet — coordinated, but not
boring. Books, TV and stereo equipment in the library, below, are
In the travertine formica cabinets of the library. Beyond s the
breakfast room. ’

Ever since the Creative Council gave lts flrat

show at Somerset Mall in 1973, it has been ac-
tively providing support, cmaraderie and mar-
ket opportunitles for the membership.

The Councll, made up of women artlats, many
of whom teach, grew out of a program at the
Oakland University Continuum Center In the
late 1980s. .

Now, with more than a decade of art show

ence behind them, Council members are
tending to the last minute detalls of the “Art at
Meadow Brook,” with a kind of low-key ex-
pertiss, The show ls Saturday and Sunday on the
grounds around Meadow Brook Hall.

There will be more than 300 artists from
Michigan, Ohio, Ilinols and New York In the
two-day invitational which Includes things such
as soft and hard sculpture, fiber, quilting, pho-
tography, pottery and basketry as well as paint-
in

8. .

Booths sot up by the artists will ring the circle
drive and courtyard of the stately mansion that
was once tho home of Matilda Dodge Wilson,
widow of auto plonecr, John ¥, Dodge. It was
bullt In 1926-20 at a cost of $4 milllon. . .

Refreshmeats will be available and the Mead-
ow Brook Hall tea room will be open to thoso

one of more then 100 artiats from -four
- states participating in "Art at Meadow
Brook® Saturdsy and Sunday., He makes

Council hosts 8th‘Art at Meadow Brook’

just now getting into carving on porcelain.
A former teskient and full-time potter In
the Gulf states, Robinson has lived in this
area for al

1% years, Above are sam-
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attending tho show. both functional and decorative pieces,  pies of his functional pleces and on the
Admisston 13 froe, Show bours are 10 am. {0 6 likes to use a ot of color and prides him- tabie in his studio, st right, is a large bowl,
pan. each day, Entrance to Meadow Brook ls sslt on a special glazing technique. He Is the new ing |
e —— ;
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