Birmingham tawyer Richard Victor is serving as technical consult-
ant to the TV movie, “Out of Step.”
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Stepparent’s plight

Lawyer assists as TV movie tackles issue

By Tom Panzenhagen
stotf writer

uppose there's a divoree In which

swpchlldma are involved, The husband

is the chlldren's biclogical father and
lhe wife I: their stepmother.

suppose that the stepmother

looked nmr the children for several

years, hel, ralse them and loved
them 25 sbe would her own.

America, a six-year-old support group
deslgned to help members of stepfami-
Ues deal with their pm m

His wife, Denlse, is the chapter’s
pmldent-elm and the ltepmalhu of
Victor’s son, Danny. The Victors, who
live in Bloomfleld Hills, bave two other
childre: d 1o

this country, and 1,300 stepfamilies are
formed daily, By 1990, there will be
more than tradl

In such divorce cases, dl

to
Blrmingham attorney Rlchnrd Victor,
“the wife may have legal rights to the
house, but she has no legal rights to the
chlldren.

“There are no laws [n 36 states pro-
viding for visitation rights of & step-
ﬁamnl and that, T think, is an Injus-

ce.”

The scenarlo is a common one, Vie+
tor said. And it's soon to become a well-
known scenarfo, since Aaren Spelling
Productions and ABC-Warner Bros.
Studlos are making a TV mavie-of-the-
week called “Out of Step” about the
plight of one such dlvorced stepmother,

Victor Is serving as the movie's tech.
nical consultant. He's taken part In
script revisions, and he's angling for a
part in the movie, too.

“I'd llke to play the lawyer, cspectal-
ly slnce they may get Linda Evans to
play the stepmother.”

But even If he doesn’t get a chance to
act oppositc Evans (the glamorous star
of another Aaron Spelling production,
“Dynasty,”) Victor sald he's bappy to
have the opportunity to work on a Hol-
lywood movie,

“It’s not something that happens to a
Mlchigan lawyer everyday.” )

It's not that Just

tlonal-famil

“With numbers like that, I realized
there was a vold in the law.

“The American family has not gone
under, but it has changed a bit. And this
(the Stepfamily Aasoclation) Is one of
the ways we're coplng with 1t.>*

It was a speech of Vietor’s that led to
his involvement with the TV movle.

IN JANUARY, Victor spoke before a
national conference of the Stepfamily
Assoclation in New Orleans and called
for creation of a day to honor step-
parents.

Two weeks later, Michigan Gov.
James Blanchard signed a proclama-
tion designating the first Sunday in Oc-
tober as Stepparent's Day. This year, It
falls on Oct. 6.

Californla, Nebraska and Florida

-also will commemorate Stepparent's

Day in October, and U.S. Rep. Dennis
Hertel, D-Detroit, has introduced legis-
latlon calllng for a natlonal day of rec-
ognltion.

“There are a significant number of
people out there who should be recong-
nlzed because they belp ralse other
people's children.

by chance, cither.

VICTOR IS legal adviser to the Oak-
land County chapter of Stepfamllles of

“People often go through an emot!
al conflict of interest on Father's Day
and Mother’s Day because they wonder
who they should celebrate with, who
they should give cards and presents to,

They lomeﬂmu feel that they're
cheating their blological parents If they
celebrate wilh a stepparent.”
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pelling
the Stepparent
ance with the movie project, they sent
him to Victor.

“WE TALKED over the phone, and I
agreed to be the technical consultant,”
Victor said, “They sent me the script,
and I mnde a few changes from a tech.
nical polnt of view.

“But it's a brilllant script, and It's
donelna wny that's going to make pec-
ple think. A lnholcold'uterh
golng to come Iapeo le who see It.

“When I saw it (the script), I realized
very quickly that one movie can bring
this message to more people than I
could by speaking once a month for the
rest of my life.

“It dramatizes what I've been trying
to zay perfeetly. And they're a quality
production company; they stand behind
their work.”

The producers will give the Stepfam-
ily Assoclation a few minutes of alr
time at the end of the movie to explain
thelr organization and how to get more
information about it, Victor sald,

THE OAKLAND County chapter

meets monthly. Its next meeting is
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Monday, Sept.”
23, at Derby School in southeast Troy..
Ann membership in the noo-profit
ernnlnﬁon 1s $45, but anyone may at-

meef for free. Call 855-
0456 for more Information. -

volved when two adults marry; thére

are a lot more pressures when lupchll
are involve

ushing for I

parents. But he doesn't like the termy
'vlllllllon,' he said.

“H your parents are in jail, you visit
them on visiting day. like ‘joint.
parenting time." Let 's let children know.
they have three parents, or sometimes
four parents,

“People say, ‘Ian't that confusing?!,
Well, if you have three or four adults,
who want to help purture a child, I sce
nothing wrong with that.

“To deny a child of Lhnt shared
tlence and those memorfes Ix to de-
prive him forever — thosa memories
3 l:m forever, And that's an injustice,

Oakland County roads

More than half of all roads

and streets in Oakland are county

roads, That means they are under juris.

;illcuon of the county Road Commis-
on,

Totaling more than 2,500 miles, the
Oakland County road system indudu
all pnhuc roads in townships and
through streeta in most cities &nd vil-
lages, It i3 the longest county system in
Michigan,

streets alone (all In
towmhl ps) make up more than 1,000
miles or thn equjvnlent of a trip txvm
Pontiac to Flord
Abouthlllolthemumllpuvod.
More than half 12 within the county’s
urban area, whero some roads are four
and flve lanes wide to handle heavy
traffic. A single Intersection, in South-
fleld, is the meeting place for 100,000
vehicley ey daily.
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A LESSON IN STYLE

KNIT TOPS

Choose from bright fall colars in this hall-placket
Easy-care palyesler/conon blend in
sizes S-M-L. After ad 11.99

LAMBS’ WOOL
SWEATERS & VESTS

tib knit top.

""‘?ms.....1 4-99

7.99

Fall Paint

(TRU.TEST)

Select from popular bright fall colors. Solt
& beautiful 95% lambs’ wool /5% nylon

Long!

bleng. . ) e 1 2!99

Le€] corbuROYS 14 99
|

VIIIQS

Aug. 281h thru Sept. 8th

M
H

Choose from an assortment of pastal color Lee®
cordurays. Baggy or V-yoke styles in cotton/
polyester blend. Values to $32.

s

pe ence the comtort of denim baggle Jeans
by Lee®. Sot & casual 100% cotlonin sizes
3 15. Our reqular low 28.99

n.
SRR YRGS
Step outin slylein a 100% cotton p

denim jacket by Calvin Klein®. Avairable ln slzes
S-M-L. After ad 49.99.

MU AL A LA 000002

39.99

On'the concourse In
Meljer¥
* on Ford Road at Canton Center Road
* on Pardee At Eureka in Taylor
next to Southland
* on Coolldge Highway In Royal Qak
between 14 & 15 Mile Roads. . .
Monday thru Saturday 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. .
Sunday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

PRICES G000 THRU SATURDAY. AUGUST 31, 1965

33533 FIVE MILE AT FARMINGTON RD
422-1155 937-1611 Q:,

DAILY 9-9, SAT. 9-7; SUN 10-3
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