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Wlde world of sport:
a madman's hideout

VERY YEAR at thls time, the same
penetrating questlon strikes, flooring me
with its direct slmplicity.

After an hour or 50, my wife may
loosen her hammerlock and allow me to regain
my feet, But ber querles continue, gushing forth
in a jumbled mass of confuslon and frustration.

“What is this bangup you have with sports?”
she demands. “Why don't you grow up? I won't
see you for the next 10 months, you know. You'll
work five nights a week, until two or three in the
morn!ng, writing about some sllly game. Then
you'll come home and watch another game on TV

“And don’t glve me that ‘thrill of victory, agony
of defeat’ stulf ejther,” she screams, shaking me
by the collar. “There can't be that many thrills,
that much agony In high school sports.

“Telt me it's the cheerleaders — that Icanat
least understand.”

1 MULL over her question, then explaln it to
the best of my ability.

“OK, it's the cheerleaders,” I reply with what
remaining breath I . Her grip around my
throat loosens, foltowed by what big-time
wrestllng announcers would refer to as "a pause
In the actlon.”

1 walt untll she’s calmed down before risking
her wrath once agaln. “Now do you want to know
the real reason? It's the thrill of victory, the
agony of defeat.”

In all honesty, I do belleve my Wide World of

Time
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Sports answer |3 as good as any.
magazine article on athletle mllulonu last week By Chrls McCosky
referred to sparts as both “Inessential industry” staff wrlter

and “essentlal reverie.” devote an
cenormous amount of time and money on aports, a
relatlvely Inconsequential segment of Ilfe.

IT'S TRUE. People are starving in Africa and
shooting in Lebanon, but the only death we
acknowledge is the slow demlse of the Detroit
Tigers. Ask any sports fan on the street to upeu
apartheld and {t's an even bet he'll ask, “Who's he
play for again?”

Loglc has never been any human’s strong polnt.
I'm a sportswriter, which makes me less human
than most {a fact conflrmed by any coach) and,
therefore, less logleal.

But I do try. I try to understand why Iran sends
children on senseless sulclde attacks. I try to

d d the fear, the the waste
of a nuclear arms race. I iry to understand why
terrorists explode car bombs In the middle of
clvlllan populations.

Then I hear things like the hottest movie in
Beirut is “Rambo,” and I'm ready to glve up.

SPORTS ARE EASY. Black and white. Good
guys vs, bad guys. Winners and losers, Fans can
cheer lustily for thelr favorites, hiss

The soccer coaches in the Farmington Public
School District are ecstatle.

No, there aren't any visions of 8 Western Lakes
champlonship on the horizon for thls season. But
hope for a strong soccer fulure at Farmington,
Farmington Harrison and North Farmington high
schools has pever been more ferveat.

The reason: The achool district administral
has agreed to allow the high schools to cstahllsh a
Junlor varsity soccer program.

“You may not ue the results this yur, sald
Farmington coach Ed Bartram, “but we're looking
forward to big things in the future. With a JV pro-
gram that helps us in terms of deplh. we will have
more and more kids playing soccer.”

‘The long-range view looks rosy for Farmington-
area schools, But what about the immediate fu-
ture? Here's a brief preseason: lock at tho three
squads,

FARMINGTON
The momentum began midway through last sea-

son. ‘l'he Falcons, besieged by Injuries and a lack of
through the first half of the

at thelr rivi
And whutever happens on the playing field,
there’s always another game. Another o6 or

challenge. Sports are never (with Engllsh soccer a|
possible exception) a matter of life and death.

the coming months, every high school
athlete will experience the sweet taste of victory
and the sour stench of defeat. A single moment of
a game, or even a practice, could hightight a
season. But each — both the “thrill” and the
“agony” — will demand attention.

Sports are simple, Hard work precedes victory.
That’s all that need be understood. Give an
honest, all-out effort, push your talent to its lmit,
and no matter what story a scoreboard tells,
vlctory is achleved.

IT’S UNFORTUNATE real life can’t be more
like sports, Instead, the pendulum swings In the
oppesite direction. Rccru!tlng scandals, drug
addictions, labor atrikes are frequent l.nvndm on
the sport pages, constant reminders of the
nonsensical world in which wae lve,

A clash looms in the not-too-distant future, It's
inevitable, On one hand, people see that hard,
diligent work will be rewarded with victory. They
belleve that the simple ethic applied In sports can
work in the outside world, too.

But declsive victory is rarely reached In real
1ife. Qura {s a world of and

Suddznly. the players began understanding first-
year coach Ed Bartram's schemes and began post-
ing victories. -

The Falcons advanced to the state dlatrict semnl.
finnls before losing a gut-wrencher, 1-0, to Warren
DeLaSalle.

Bartram thinks his team will carry on the win-
alng tradition established late last season,

*“Last year with the coaching change it took some
time before we got rolling,” he sald, “The kids are

*We have a good group of senlors,” he sald. *We
have a shot at winning some matches, We better do
it this year and I think we will.”

The leading senlor returnees include Chris Hack-
man (midfleld), Jerry Potter (forward), Jim

rog (defense-mlidfleld), Juon Forge (forward),
and Dave Frauenhelm (forw:

Also returning are junior 'l‘om Gammerath (for-
ward) and senior Chip Krygler (fullback).

The Falcons started an all-freshman defenslve
wall last year and wero quite successful with it.
Returning to join Krygler are sophomores Cam

en, Tim Waker and Darin Magera, Sophomore
goalle Aduu Krause, Injured much ol last season,
also returns,

The weakness last year was an Inabdility to score
goals. Bartram hopes that sophomore Tommy Han-
son can help solve that problem.

“It's tough (o say where we are at in terms of
competing with the Livonia Stevensons and Church-
{lls,” Bartram sald. “But I think we have the paten-
tial to be a good team.”

NORTH FARMINGTON

‘There may not bave been a more competitive 3-
10-4 team in the area last year than Cathy Cole's
Raiders. They lost several games by one-goal mar-

Cole built a strong defensive team last year. The
problem was a lack of offense,

“Tactically, you can expect a more improved
game from our team year,” Cole said, “We
have been consistently working on uuppon defen-
slvely and on passing, passing, 8"

The defense shoul d agaln be strong. All-league
and second team All-Area goalle Dennis McCarthy
is back, zs is all-league defender Paul Najar, Start-
ing fullbacks Monty Najar and Joe Jullano also re-

coming In with a better attitude, in better condition

and uley are adjusting better.”

s to post a winning season. If it
doesn't happcn this year, be sald, then it may not

happen for a few years.

and Zac Belm,

turn.
At midfield, the Ralders return Cralg Burland

DaveF

Pleasa turn to Page 2

Legupon
the competltlon?

That may not have been the case ln!v
yoar, as North's Lopex found out .
against Canton, but this year things imay
be diffsrent. The Farmington Public:
8chool District has agreed to sponsor .
junior varaity soccer In the three high
schools — & move coaches feel will ralse
tho talent level In all programs. The new
soccer 36ason -:‘l;: begin .next wnk
Farmington Harrison Iook to be lmA
proved gver last year.

District gives soccer a boost

RANDY BORST/staff photographer

(white Jersey) is one of several key returnoes for
Farmington this season. The Falcons are hoping for a big year.

By Brad Emons
ataf writer

Compromise i the cure for the world'a lils, N

By the same measure, when the problems we
face daily intrude | nrpm-u, we're purzled,
shocked. An athlete making a half-milllon dollars
a year risking it all by Ingesting drugs, we ask?
Doesa’t he know any better?

Athletes are superior belngs with superior
lalan Dnlz addicts are torn lnd tattered,

ered roaming almlessly on shabby clty

slnx:!a No connectlon between the two is
concelvable.

IT EXISTS: athlete and junkle. The real
world mingling with sports, Can the two co-exist?
Probably not, at least not as presently percelved.

Opposites attract, and as they do they become
more alike, That, no doubt, {3 the future of sports.

My fervent hope s that it doesn’t change too
much. 1t's one of the few escapes from a life filled

with barsh realities, It's muh of an escape that
Iprefer to base a career oa it, and treat the rest
of the world like the grim llduhaw rather than

versa.
cBo‘nt nonsof this is axpmmblo to someona who
doesn't understand the importance of enduring a
viclous tackle in exchange for two extra yards.
“It's that thrill of victory and lxouyo! ddut."
Irepeat to my wife, then add hefore ahe can alug
me -p!.n. 'and the choerleaders look darn good,

Unless he loses his position in the
next few weeks, it appears that Cath-
olic Central product Mark Messner
will start at defensive tackle for
Michigan when the Wolverines open
up their football season Sept. 14
against Notre Dame..

The sophomore Messner, who did
not see any actlon last as a
freshman, spparently has the lnside
track on one of the tackle spots.

But as Messner learned, no po-
aition is locked up, Coach Bo Schem-
bechler’s Iast conversation with the
big tackle was: *Be ready to play.”

*I camo out of spring ball in nice
position, but that can change” Mess-
ner sald,

Breathing down Messner’s neck for
a startlng job is another sophomore,

“If Mark comes lnd contin-

coach, “In
lprlnz,bod.ldnﬂne]obohd]mt—

6-foot-2, 248-pound Dave Chester of
Titusville, Fla. )

CC grad Messner
nears starting role

ing to his new position {{rom nose

guard to tackle). And he knows there's

competition behind him with Dave

ghuter. but that's good for both of
em.”

MESSNER HAS IMPROVED his
game In two key areas — confldence
and strength.

“I bave moare confldence In mot
belng 50 intimidated by the offensive
player,” he sald. “I can sce the
coaches have the faith In me, espe-

coaches Moeller (Gary), Meter
and Vooletich (Milan).

“People could sea the abllity in me,
but now I'm starting to develop it,
and now they see I have {t."

& Thursday morning uther

: lng of the press, Schembechler call
Messner

*Our most impressive (do-
fensive) player last year as a fresh-
man.®

“Mark is a real sharp guy whose

'Ho bas a very positive attitude about
bimself md his nhllity, but he's pot

B Ploase turn to Page 2

Wolves will rebound
if Rice grads produce

By C.J. Risak
staft writer

Cochran also bad problems at U-M. Like most
Wolveﬂno (mhmn. Cochran didn't play much. !Ile
ta Col

It happens every fow plays in practice, Paul Jok-
Isch breaks from the Univeraity of Michigan offen-
sive huddle and trota to his split end position. He
drops into a three-polnt stance, glancing toward the

quarterback barking al, .
‘Then he shifia his gaze toward the defense, look-
ing for weaknesses, pondering hhpmpmem.i\!

once he knows It's not golng to be easy, beca
lined up a few yards away, on tha opposite llde of
the lineof Brad Cochran.

“He's the best,” was how Jokisch his |

yed, and
rldo
Ha docided to stick at U-M, md midwly through
the 1988 pexson he won himself a starting position
at cornerback. He intercepted l‘lvu passen that year,

year
season, Cochran finished the 1984 umpun
with five interceptions and was second team all-Big

'mmmmatm'su::mummm"

Wolverine teammate. “He's the best Pve run up
— he's got it all.”
aleng:lmaﬂov

af -

twnlum try out for football. Last year, hls
first seascn, he caught 10 passes for 178 yards and
two touchdowna.,

FEW MODERN-DAY athletes have the abiilty to
make such & switch. Joklsch knows it. .
who can make that transition should fe

tunate,” be .

is a bona flde all-American, Bumeonhobut
we've ever had here.”

SUCH PRAISE can bulld an cgo, but It also ap-
plies pressure. Cochran must produce. Indeed, sec-
mewmm@mmm
a tmen

"lp decently,” Ooehnnllld!nmmluup

year’s performance. “T was more
with ths mmt.rdnlher uﬂhe
Ronnwmn (o.

mw:‘ll. (M!H )
dered 4,118 yards (343 per game) while allowing a
82.8 percent pass mplm
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