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“Auto lemon’ hearing puts squeeze on Senate

° By Terl Banas
stall writer

sored by 70 of the state’s 110 House
i3 nceded to give con-

A Soulbfield office worker who
drives 120 miles a day said she was
“distraught” and *didn't know what

! else to do.”

1 She bought ber new car for $12,000
, Just 10 months ago, and 8o far the car
‘ has spent three months in the deater’s

* garage for repalrs,

- Another woman, owner of a Filth
Ave. Bulck, said she *patd $17,000 for a
lemon, and I have & very sour {celing in
“my stomach® over it. She bas taken It
+ 10 the dealer’s repalr shop on numerous
“occasions, but the car still drops to 45

~mph when it is accelerated to 50 mph.
The owner fears danger to herself, her
passengers and other motorists,

‘The owner of a Pentlac 2,000 com-
‘plaihed he has “17 more payments to
- make on my car, and it's just sltting In

* the driveway.” He bought a used car to
, drive instend of the new car when re-
palrs didn’t stlck.

. THE THREE unhappy new car cus-
~ omers were among 20 who testified
Z3% hours before a House committce
< hearing last week in Dearborn on a
proposed Michigan *auto lemon” law,
Proponents say the measure, spon-

sumers more remedies Ln deallng with
the major aute compantes.

“This is the number-one consumer
problem,” sald state Rep. Burten
Leland, D-Detrolt, chlef spensor of the
measure.

“A lemon law would put the burden
where it should be — on the manufae-
turer. Michigan builds 60 percent of all
the aulomobiles in the country, and we
think it's only right that Michigan
should have a lemon law.”

IRONICALLY, the House Committce
on Consumers held the first of its four
planned bearings across the state In the
former home of auto ploncer Heary
Ford, Falrlane Manor, on the Unlversi-
ty of Michlgan-Dearborn campus.

Besides Leland, other committee

tee’s support when it’s presented to the
full House this fall

But he I8 fearful of its chances in the
Senate.

‘THE SAME measure was introduced
and approved by the House Inst year
but dled in the Senate.

It failed to get an airing before a

Scnate commitlee chatred by Sen.

Richard D, Fessler, R-West Bloom-
field. Leland accused Fesaler of “slt-
ting™ on the proposal and logjamming
its chances before the Senate.

Fessler couwld not be reached for
comment.

“They {in the Senate) sce it more oy
an anti-businss bl) where we in the
House see it a3 pro-consumer,” Leland
said. “We're hoping o change the re-
sults thls year In the Senate by getting
testimony from around the state and
showing the L that this sub-

members present were D
Reps. Justine Barns of Westland, H.
Lynn Jondahl of East Lansing and
Chalrman Nick Claramitaro of Rose-
ville. Two Democrats and all flve Re-
pubilcans dlda't attend,

Other hearings in the next month are
planned in Flint, Grand Raplds and
Lansing.

Accnrdlng to Ciaramitaro, the pro-
posal lkely will recelve hls commit-

-Joint Chinese venture
.eyed by Southfield firm

Leeco Di fcs Inc. of

- .and a delegation from the People’s Re-
. -public of China have signed a tentative
- agreement to establish a joint venture
- in China.

The Chinese delegation consisted of
representatives from Tianjin Second
Medlcal College and TEDAC (Tianjln

1 Dy

pproved by mid-October.

Purpose ol the joint venture will be
to manufacture in China, and to distrib-
ute o China and elsewhere, a number
of products currently produced by
Leeco at its Southtield fachlity,

Leeco’s newly released visunl preg-

T
Area Co.).
Lecco spokesman John Veatch sald it
- Is antlcipated that a feaslbllity study
will be to gov au-

nmancy test kit, Vlscon 11, will be one of

ucty
and dislrlhumd by u.u.' Joint venture.
r;L"ne Joint venture, 1t completed, will

Ject has merit.”

THE PROPOSAL would help con-
sumers get refunds or replacements
for badly manufactured vehicles but
onty after certaln conditions were met,
including:

- Tbe defect impaired the value of
the vehicle,

® The consumer tried four times to
tave the defect repaired and lost 30
days of its use within the first year in

€ process,

& The consumer took adyantage of
the manufacturer’s appeals board with
& final scttlement avallable in 30 days.
The manufacturer would be bound by
the settlement upon the consumer’s

agreement,

In addition, attorney fees could be
recovered by buyers who wun court ac-
tlons agalnst manufacture

Similar bills have been appmved in
35 other states,

ATTORNEY BOB Drazin, who has
represented clients with simllar com-
plaints, calied the measure an import-
ant consumcr tool because It defines a

*“reasonable™ number of times a con-

“There are no cases in Michigan
right now that deflne that," Drazln

said.

“Rlght now the burden is not on the
manufacturer or the dealer but on the
person with a leaky engloe, for in-
stance, who bas to bring the car back
over and over again for repairs,” Dra-
2in added.

Chris Andrews, director of a South-
field-based consumer-service agency
called Aid for Lemon Owners (ALO),
told the committee that out of the 4,000
complalnts he haa heard in the past
three years, some 850 people could
have been helped if this measure were

enacted.

*“That should show you how big the
problem {9, Andrews sald. “Of those,
we found the average person took thelr
car Into the shop 12 times, spending 28
business days.”

ANDREWS further critlclzed exist-
ing arbitration panels as *frauds.”
Sponsored by auto companles, the pan-
els are made up of membera whose
tralning consists of a two-hour fllm
that stresses impartlality, he sald.

*This is a war; it's a car war,” An-
drews sald.

Andrews suggested that the arbitra-
tlon process be monitored. He urged
lnwmnters to include a provisfon (o
that effect,

Many who spoke cxpressed frustra-
tion and despair in their dealings with
defective cars and trucks,

Mark Smola, who traveled from
‘Warren to testify, sald he bought a 1885
Chevrolet Cavaller which began dis-
playing problems within the first two
weeks, He told of the inconvenlences he
bas experienced relying on taxls and
{riends to take him to work when hls
car was sldelined for 18 days in the
first month and a balf.

HE ALSO complalned of the service
his denlership provided after be re-
turned the car for repairs. “I've never
In my life been treated that way by
people T pald $11,000 to, I thlnk the

go offer a opportunity for the sumcr should try to have the vehicle country is in sad shape if this i3 me
thorities in China. The Chinese delega- company to expand its markets, ac- {ixed before sceking a refund or ex- example of Amerlcan workmanship,
tton Indleated it expects the study tobe  cording to Lecco management, change, sald Smola, who has slnce bought a
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used *76 Mercury Monte Carlo to drive
while his new car {s under repalr.

A Taylor woman, Joan Farmer, had
similar u"c;l::pulnlllﬂmu she be-
gan g & et sign outside of
the dealership aphowmm where her
§17,000 Fifth Ave. Buick is under re- sald,

palr for a manufacturer’s defoct. She
complained she was -pn on and had the
her during her
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« DRAPERIES » MINI BLINDS « CAR CLOTH COVERS
FURNITURE CLEANING & CARPETING - PLASTIC COVERS
POR HOME ESTIMATAS CALL TODAY!
HORTHWES? SUBURES

EAST 8UBURBS DETROT & DOWNRIVER
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AMERICAN VINYL COVERS
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PEUGEOT PROUDLY UNVEILS

ANEW CAR.

THE LEASED PEUGEOTL
FROM $225A MONTH!

Never before has Peugeot offered a leasing program quite like this.
Depending upon which vehicle you lease, your monthly payments will

be anywhere from as litcle as §
for (hz“l(ugh erformance 'ﬁlrbogas (pictured above). The program's
f)oscd end lease is so easy, you
don't even have to put up a down payment.
Even more rematkable, we'll give you a
3.year/36,000-mile scheduled maintenance
program free of charge,
August 31, 1985 hln othc]r words,
. you won't have to lay out any money on
gl Anfi that’s on top of Srmalbsies wien o esid s
our 3-year/36,000- mile, 5-year/50,000-mile
powertrain lxmued watranty

60-month,

routine maintenance.

225 a month for the stylish 505GL ) $297

when you lease before
during that

The Leased Peugeots
Fel fojected Gos
505 Torbogas
505%ST1 Sedan
505 S Sedan

Mﬂ& Pricest
$297
288

that already comes with your Peugeot.

n-.mm-- fmu.!

$10,000
REWARD

For information leading to the arrest

ma.sa-uwv ﬂ-u;—-mhm’l!mnmhuwo

e Mmﬂ-fn pryere, pha T
mm.-.:nmiumwmuomsnsdnuunmssdmmm
e

iraton
.md.hh--rm‘hkumu.msnwmu(wlssdmum
Sepermber 30,

o cha Tean. Pl wrrmirat
lﬁ!ﬂ.s—hHMh:‘lwd:Ml‘ﬂ-ﬂnm‘l\nnﬂnnm

OIS, Puguen Mo of Assarics, Ine.

R
PEUGEOT

DALGLEISH
Cadillac - Peugeot

6161 WODW;\Ré) 3 BLXS, 8. OF FISHER BLDG.

and conviction of chop shop operators.

AAA needs your help to put the car theft
business out of business. So we're offer-
“Ing you up to $10,000 for information fead-
ing to the arrest and conviction of
*  members of organized theftrings

and chop shop operators who
receive'stolen carsto bo strip-

ped down and sold for parts.

We're also paying up to $1,000 for infor-

mation leading to the arrestand prosecu-
tion of the theft of a AAA member's car.”’

You can even remaln anonymous.

Just call the police. Then call our

toll-free 24 hour Hot Line for
information on qualifying for .

he reward.

Michigan :

CALL 1-800-AAA- LOSS




