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When 4-year-old Jeftrey beging kin-
- @ergarten thls fall, it will be easler for
- hHlm lo cotnmunicate with hls teacher
: and friends,
©  Llke many other children, Jefirey
- bas  difficulty pronouncing certaln
* sounds.
So his parents declded to have him
see u speech therapist at the Sinal Hos-
- pltal satellite on Farmingten and Or-

;é@hcoi

chard Lake roads in West Bloomfleld
80 he could brush up on his pronuncla-
tion before school starts.

While the specch sesslons won't help
Jeffrey Improve overnight, they will
make the transition from nursery
school to kindergarten casler.

Specch and Janguage dlsorders can
not only hamper a child's ability to
commuatcate, they can affect hls aca-
demle success as well, accerding to
Karen O'Leary, a speech pathologist at

Sinal Hospltal's West Bloomfleld cen-
ter.

“Readlng Is very much a language-
based actlvity,” O'Leary sald. “lf
they're starting to read in flrst grade
— or now they sometimes start In kin-
dergarten — they're golng to have
problems because it's golng to be diffi-
cult for them to sound out the words.

“That’s golng to make them feel dIf-
ferent from the other chlldren”
O'Leary satd. “And that’s not good.”

‘Checklist for speech problems

Parents can use the followlng check-
list 10 sec if thelr pre-schooler might
have a speech and language disorder
which might benefit from therapy.

- o Difficulty
kA

In acqulrlng speech

ounds,
© Substitution of one sound for al-

i
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* By Yom Hondoreoan
atatf writor

It was a magic day for animal lovers
© Aug. 18 at the dedication ceremonics of
» the Michigan Humane Soclety Charita-
+ ble Animal Hospital, a high-tech, high-
' Jove, $1.2 million clinle on Marquette
. vast of Hewburgh In Westland.

The bospltal — which wlll be cpen

for business In two or three weeks, de-
pending on dellvery of supplles and flx-
tures — is 6,000 square feet of the new-
est in veterlnary medleine, complete
with four examining rooms, two opera-
ting rooms, the latest In testing equlp-
ment and even an Lsotatlon room that is
hermnetically sealed from the rest of
the clinic. There, anlmals with com-
municable diseases now can be given 8
chance to recover, instead of being
* killed to avold contaminating the rest

of the aplmals.

The dedication cercrnonics began on
the clinic grounds, where 170 Humane
Society boosters gathered in a tent for

. the keynote address by Dr. John Hoyt,

. president of the Humane Soclety of the
Unlted States. Thick, black, rofling
thunderheads poured down raln as
foyt, a Presbyterlan minlater, began
with a couple of jokes, explaining that
he was stalling for time so the raln

“ eould stop and those in back could hear
what he had to say.

Moments after he finished the jokes
and began his speech, the rain stopped,
night turmed back Into day as the
thunderheads rolled on, and the sun
came out.

“THIS IS A very important and sj|

most all other sounds. For example,
they might say “wed” instead of red.

o Frequent omission of the medlal
or {inal sounds in words.

# Prolonglng or repeating the flrst
sound of a word.

® Reduced ablilty to remember a
sequence of directions or have very

iigh-tech facility
iks to animals

is happening In animal care In this
country. This Is a refuge and sanctuary
for the healing of animals and symbol-
izes that animat welfare has at last
come of age.”

Hoyt stressed the Humane Socicty
bellef that animals are important in
and of themselves and nat in how they
relate to or scrve man. “Man has
come so adept at explolting animals for
his own uses. We, too, often accept the
non-sensibility that animals are non-
fecling belngs.”

Referring to recent Detrojt and

DEALING WITH SPEECH and lan-
guage disorders doesn’t become any
casier when the chlld gets older elther,
O'Leary said.

“If we begln to sec a child when he's
In third grade, he's getting into phenles
already and is expected to be able to
follow Instructions to solve math prob-
lems,” O'Leary gald. “It's much more
complex.”

1f parents suspect thelr child’s com-
municatlen skills may not be up to par,
it's best to bring them In to sce a
speech therapist before they begin ele-
mentary schoot, O'Leary sald.

However, there is a wide range of
what ean be consldered normal from
the ages of 2 to 3, O'Leary said. So par-

Michigan news storles about prop
dove hunting and cuthanasta at the De-
troit Zoo, Hoyt called for aggressive
actlon by anlmal-rights groups.

*Those that don't belleve fn anlmal
rights are leglon,” he sald. “And Detroit
may very well be headquariers of 1dlo-
cy of this intellectual myopia.”

AUDREY ROSE, president of the
Michigan Humane Soclety, and Susan
Sherman, president of the Michigan
Federation of Humane Societies, also

spoke,

“We look forward to the day when
animals in need anywhere can get ade-
quate care regardless of their owners'
sbility to pay, or even if they have an
owner,” sald Rose.”

Following the speechmaking, guests
were given tours of the hospital,
munched hors d'houvres and sipped
wine,

Among those attending were Marilyn
Turper and John Kelly, longtime sup-
porters of the soclety; Tumer's son,
Dean, a former player In the National
Hockey League; and Fat Bob Taylor,

g
niflcant occaslon — the of
this tmaginative, Innovatlve, highly
functional and unique facllity,” sald
Hogyt. “This makes you a leader in ani-
mal shelter deslgn and utilization.

“No other animal society has so dar-
Ingly reached your level of excellence
in caring for antmala.”

Hoyt sald that ail animals are enti-
tled to “competent, qualified veteri-
nary care when nceded. This charitable
animal hospital is a microcosm of what
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the singing p Jockey who ls
well known for his booming readition
of the National Anthem and Saturday
radio spots highlighting animals for
adoption.

THE MICHIGAN Humane Soclety
aoperates three faclllties in the Detroit
area. There 3 a downtown clinle, with
Limited treatment facilities, and a two-
year-0M clinie in Auburn Helghts. The
Auburn Helghts clinlc is one-sixth the
size of the one In Westland.
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success may tie into speech

ents of loddlers who seem to be having
trouble expressing their thoughts might
want to walt six months to see if the
problem clears up.

SOME CHILDREN with speech and
language disorders may also have trou-
ble underatanding and following dlrec-
tions, O'Leary said.

“Often, they'll look at their nelghbor
to sce what they're doing” O'Leary
sald about chlldren who have dlificulty
keeping up with the teachers’ Instruc-
tions. *Unfortunately, they're some-
times penalized for cheatling when
what (hey're really trying to do s find
out what's golng on.”

Getting parents involved in the
therapy is one goal the staff Is working

Y

towards O'Leary sald.

Moms and dads can actually view
their child’s speech sesslon through a
one-way mirror,

“That way Lhey can see what's going
on and how we're working with the
child without disrupting the session,”
O'Leary said.

The staff also has made guidebooks
to go nlong with regular preschoel
workbooks that can be bought In stores
so parents can wark with the child at
home, O'Leary said.

The guidebook suggests modlflca-
tions to the lessons so that ke pre-
schoaler will be working on speech
skilis as well a3 building skills that will
heip them in kindergarten.
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