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HAT THE RAILROADS
began in 1897, commer-
clal development will
soon complete, as the

Umes, they are a'chapging along Or-
chard Lake Road.

In 1896, thlnp in Farmington
Townshlp were much as they had
been for 50 years, Farmers worked
the soll and when they died, thelr sons
worked it. A man or & woman
with a sharp eye could
cven atill follow
the three
old

Larry Dalton ruba Chlef just a few yards
and a couple of light years from the
congestion of Orchard Lake Road.

Indlan tralls that traversed the town-
shlp.

‘There weren't cnough roads to
bother naming them, except maybe
for the Detrolt and Howell Plank
Road, which was made of mill{ons of
board feet of beech and oak. In later
years, it would be called Grand River
and extend, incredlbly enough, all the
way to Lansing.

The Twentleth Century began three
years early In Farmington, when, In
1897, the Detrolt Urban Railway be-
gan building its electric rai! line from
present-day Grand River north to
where Orchard Lake Road began at
12 Mile Road. Naturally enough, Or-
chard Lake Road soon was cxtended
south, and things have been
changlng since, slowly
at first — a farm
sold here,

farm sold there.

IN 1896, there were 24 parcels of
land along what today 18 Orchard
Lake Road between Grand River and
14 Mile Road, most of them 80 acres.
Today, along what has become one of
the hottest corridors in American real
estate, the orchards are gone, the
houses are going and past rushes
frenctically into future much faster
than scems normal, or possible, Cars
zo0m by, offtce bullﬂlngs zo0m up,
buslness zooms on.

And, yet, the past exists still In
glimmering patches along the road —
in stone foundatlons, wild grapes,
converted airplane bangers, painted
old buggies, chlcken coops and greasy

5poons,

From 14 Mile Road south to Grand
Rlver, Orchard Lake Road s a
primer on urban and suburban devel-
opment, on what has been and will be,
1t beglns with a Japanese ateak house
and ends with a Chioese res-
taurant; In between is
everything.
Come, take

a

look, while there's still a lot to look
at:

“THIS 13 THE most wonderful
plnn you'll ever seo if you want to
scll something,” drawled Larry Dal-
ton, an annchronism elong Orchard
Lake Road, but pot an anackronlsm
for long. He farms five acres just
south of 18 Mile Road. Four years
ago, he was the last penson to sell an
Farmington Hllla. He ralses
cm-n, l.nmnlnm, potatoes, squash and
pumpkins, In one old shed, he repairs
anclent buggics be sells out front,
along the highway, for up to $1,400.

From the road, you can see his
chicken coop and roosters, but not his
borse, Chief, the corral, or the thick
woods out back, Sheds are filled with
old farm Implements o different
states of repalr, harnesses, wooden
buggy shafts, huge iron wheels and
not-even-Dalton-knows what all.

Dalton moved here 14 years ago
from Plymouth, when his farm there
got crowded by clvilization. Again,
“it's time to move on,” sald Dalton,
“You can see what it's like around
here. They're closing the little guys

out — " taking the farm out of
Farmin;

gton.
Last moath,
Dalton be-

‘This is the most
wondertul place yau'll
ever see if you want to
sell something.’.

— Larry Dalton

Orchard Lake Road — a study in change

From 14 Mile Road south to Grand
River, Orchard Lake Road Is a primer on
urban and suburban development, on
what has been and will be.

a wealthy man, On July 18, be sold

- five acres of the hottest real estate

this slde of Manhattan. By Nov. 193,
be. his wife, Beulah, and son, Jerry,
uat be gone. Progress awalts.
"ll’s dunged & hell of & lot in 14
years. I cever would have thought it,”

uld Dalton, “They’s hardly ever a

minute day or night when there ain't
a car going by. We're looking for a
place near here, but we haven’t found
anything, yet. I don’t need a lot of
land any more, but I would like an
:11:;: for Chief, We're gonna keep

JUST NORTH of the Dalton spread
1s the LaSalle bump shop, a converted
alrplane hanger left from an alrport
that closed in the '40s. “lt's the only
bullding left on Orchard Lake from
when 1 was a chiid,” sald Floyd
Calrus, the recently retired city clerk
in F: Hills. Calrns used to
ride past the hangar every day on the
train to school.

Nine years ago, Orchard Lake
13Mile wasn't a particularly hot
spot to invest. Max Fleischer,
then 'u md uchy to get
of retirement,

for a spot to open a bump shop.
"w’ewued lgeu ck pears across the
street,” sald Tracz, who has run

Flelsher’s cfflce since he opened. “It's
growing too fast. Too much, you
know? But you kmow who's complaln-
ing the most? The mail lady, They
used (o deliver the mail by truck
now, they’re walking.”

Atop the bump shop is a turret-like
structure used by eager, civil defense
volunteers to search the akles for
German bombers and fighters during
World War IL

When Flelscher bought the butld-
ing, plictures of Germsn planes still
bung in the turret, Sometimes, whea
the sua Is bot, he goes up on the roof
and sunbathes, oblivious to the con-
stant thrum of the tratflc. “Don't say
this Is an old bullding,” sald Max.
“We'll be here another 50 years."”

A 1940 LaSalle used to stand In
front of the shop. It blew a fuel pump,
though and is parked out back. It Is
jun five feet wide, but as long as a

day in June, with four leather bench
scats. Like the Dalton farm, like the
hangar, it is a wonderful anachron-
ism. How long will It 1ast?

JUST SOUTH of Qakland Commu-
nlty Cnllege, the road narrows to two
lapes. hrief stretch the woods to
Orchard Lake I thilck
with undergrowth. e

Pleass turn to Page 3

6 candidates square off for Farmington council

By Joanne Maliszewsk!
staff writer

Two Incumbents and a woman are
among the six candldates who have
thrown their hata Into the polltical ring
gll: seats on the Farmington City Coun-

When Farmington voters go to the
polh Tuesday, Nov. §, they will elect
three council mcmben Up for grabs

"By Tom Handerson
statf writer .

It’s back-to-school-tlme for one new
-principal, 10 new teacliers and about
Inthe Pub-

are seats currently held by councilmen
Alton Bennett, Bayard Tupper and
Roger Walker. Bcnncu and Walker are
secking re-clection

The two highest vota-getters in the
clection will serve four-year terms.
The one who comes In third will serve a
two-year term, sald City Clerk
Joscphine Bushey.

Elizabeth Mthelich fs the first wom-
an seeking election to the council in

about four or flve years, Bushey sald.

® Gerald Lynch, 3589

lormer mundl member,

No woman has ever been elected to the 18 a 13-year veteran of the Flrmlnltan

coun Hills police force. This Is his second try
Thellxclndldn {or a council seat after an unsccessful
© Bennett, 34038 Alla Loma, i3 a  bid in 1988,

former mayor secking electlon to his Y Mu:ellch, 33300 Mm Rozd,

fourth term. Benneu ls of ownsaf busi-

East Middle School nesa. In 1983, Mlhe!lch lvn defeated in
& Arnold c.mpbell 21080 Birch- her bid for a Farmington Board of Edu-

wood, I3 a member of the clty’s Eco- catlon seat,

nomic Development Corporation,

School’s in
Farmington district opens classroom doors

Tuesday, most students report for af-
terncon ons, The exception Is for
sixth mden, who report [n the morn-
1ng for an otlentation to prepare for the
u-uu and tribulations of middle schoel.

day, it's full daya for all.
Tha big news, according to Superin-
.tendent Lewis Schulman, is the hiring
of new teachers, For years, because of
d enrollment, teacher 1a

layoff refused other job assignments
and remain on a recall list,

‘I USED TO foel terrible plnluupp
lnz poople,” sald Schulman..“Some of

were marvelous teachers. I'm
]mnmdnd.ldntblvcwurmlnau
anyooe this year."

According to Schulman, there w
eight teachers not recalled last nebool
year, 29 not recalled In 1983-24 and 40
no!ncnuedlnlu:-u.

ulman said that the first indica-

Umoilﬂowingmlhegnml!mmtdr

® Richard Tupper, 23180 Cass, 1s &

per resigned his year term on
mwmmwmwumewm
business. Bl

father, Baylnl Tupper,

was lppointgm the romaining
® Walker, :lmunnlu 13 seeking
term on council. Ee for.

merly owned hhm rul estate com-

panyndmlmunb&o“bel"um—
ington/ Hills Chamber of

Commerce Board of Directors.
Filing deadline for the council elece
tion was Aug. 18,

IN FARMJNG'I‘ON HILLS,
muﬂd“a |;| veteran ‘campalgner —
a
annotinced thelr blds for
four city council scats.
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Amusements. . . SectlonC
Around Farmingtion
Cable connection .
. Clubglreult + . . .

EARLY DEADLINES
Dus 1o the Labor Day holk-
day, we will be closed Mon-
day, Sept. 2, 1986,

To place your classified ad
I&flmrncy. Sept. 5, please

" Tueeday, 9 bet-
. ween 8 am. and 5:30 p.m.
Y
cording to'a preliminacy survey, t WAYNECO.  591-0000
1a prelimiaary surver, Ko | sports.., . . . . SectionC WAYNECO. | So1on0
10 lncreass by about 80, to roughly 700, | Suburbanlite . . Section 8 ROCHESTER - 8523222
o e B | MM, AR |, -
principal at Nocth is the . a and
pew principal at North, replacing Clay- HOME DELWERY 681-0500
ton G Nmmmwm-
son to replace the retiring Jim Geiger.
Ploass tum to Page 17 m——




