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gymnastlcs, lead cheers through mega-
phoms and wander into the stands,

You'd probably guess that Ken La-
fayetie and Tom Pachera made it when
they tried out for the squad at Churchill
High School in Livonla,

But if you assumed they tried out for
the foatball or basketball squad, you'd
be wrong.

The two 17-year-old senfors are spir-
it Jeaders, the first male members of a
cheerleading squad in the school's —
and maybe the district's — history.

‘The 10 other members, called
cheerleaders, are female.

“We both like to be In front of an au-
dlence,” sald Lafayette, who lives on
Riverside, “We've been in a lot of plays
and that. This is something else neat to
do.”

“Nonc of 'em (famlly and friends)
thought we would go through with It,”
said Pachera, who lives on Gary.
“When we went to {cheerleading) camp
everybody knew we were serlous about
it

LAFAYETTE AND Pachera won't
do the hip shaking movements that the
females do in thelr cheers. But they
will perform cartwheels and other

hope to convince
uw uvnnln School Board to allow them
to perform stunts, now that there's ex-
tra atrength on the squad to support
them. They hope people wiil look on
cheerlending as *an athletic event and
not as a show,” in the words of
cheerteader Shelley Nait.
“We have the abllity to do it,” Pa-
chera sald,

WITH 18 other cheerleadlog squads
from around Michigan, the Churchil
squad took part in a four-day
cheerleading camp this summer at
Central Michigan University, Church-
ill’s squad won {lrst place from the Dy-
namic Cheetleaders Association.

“We were the only two guys among
600 girls,” Pachera said,

“We got a lot of attention (from
staffers),” Lafayette said. *“They
worked us untll they couldn't work us
any more. Anyonc who thinks
(cheerleading) i3 {an easy) sport should
go to camp. (Stalfers) would say,
‘Smile!" 1 would say, ‘How can you
amlle when you're sore?™

WHAT'S NEEDED to be a good
cheerleader or :plrlllwder?

LIT hiking tuition
an average of 8%

Lawrence Institute of Technolegy is

offering sound, technologlcally based

Go, team, go
Livonia Churchill says “yea” to 2 male cheerleaders

“The right attitude,” Lafayette re-

rHIcIdA"l think you've got to be physlcal-
ly fit)

“A lot of friends who suppert you,
too,” Pachera added.

Both splrit leaders want to joln the
cheerleadlng squad in college. They
would encourage any young man con-
slderé.ns trylng out for a cheerleading
aquad to do so.

“Just go lur it,” Lafayette sald.
PA@&“J\A AND La%ayclu: are look-
ing forward to cheering on Churchidl's
football team this year.

“They’re golng to be awesome,” La-
fayette said. “I don't t.hlnk anyone's
going to beat ‘em this year.,”

The squad's first game will be Fri-
day, Sept. 8, but Lafayette and Pachera
already have made an impact. It seems
that everyone from friends to the class
photographer has heard about the two
newest additions to the squad.

“I know I'm going to get Iaug,hed at,
but my friends will stick up for us, ~La
fayette sald,

I your friends are golng to plek on
you for it, then they're oot really your
{rlends. Peaple joke about it, like,
‘When are you golng to get your akirt?"
I just do a cariwheel In thelr faces.”

THE FEMALES on the squad glve
more than three cheers to Lafayette
and Pachera. .

“We are really proud of these guys,”
Katie Dressler sald.

*They try so hard. We are 50 proud of
them,” Cathy Pizarek said.

“They're foxes,” added another.

Female cheerleaders welcome the two new male members of their squad,
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