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Hawk hoops: a bid for respectablllty

By Chris McCosky
statf writer

Life Is pever casy for a flrst-year
coach. But for a first-year girls basket-
ball coach at Farmington Harrison life
ls, well, you'd better bave the patlence

of Job and a good sense of bumor.
u has both.

Chris Lessnau

“The way I look at it, we win one
game this year and we've done 100 per-
cent better than last year,” the new
Harrison boes sald.

Fnrmingwn Harrison girls basket-

1l program went O-for-1984 and 0-

lnr\-llB! the Hawks own & atring of 41
can.wcuuve Jogses,

The backlash of auch loalng iy this: “sal

Quality athletea refuse to tryout for the
team. Parents of quality athletes
refuse to allow thelr children to bo a

.

Pattl Matthows (whito jersey) may be the only
sure starter thus far for the Farmington girle bas-

vnnlty squad, let alone junlor varsity
and freshmen teams.

1t’s a very unpleasant situation, espe-
clally at a school rich in a winning ath-
Ietic tradition.

Enter Chris Lesznau.

“OBVIOUSLY, WE'RE strictly In a
rebullding process,” sald Lessnau, a
successful JV coach at Garden City uxe
pntrihxee years complling a 37-28

“When I took this job, Ron Holland
asked me what my goals were. I told
h!mlwmtedwnonr!voluml. he

d. “First we have to do is turn
the attitude around. We will be respect-
able thix year. If you come 300 ua at the
beglaning of the season, and then at the

ketball team,

_giris basketball

end, you'll see a different team.”
Lessnau has 17 players in the pro-

ho will carry 12 on the varsity reater,
#ix more than lnst year,

Jeanifer Hughes, a superb throe-
sport athlete, is the top player in the
Howk camp. She will be counted upon
to carry a large load, scoring and re-
bounding.

8he may also be the team’s lone sen-
for. Jeanine Whittemore, & two-year
starter for Harrison, has yet to come

but new coach Dlana Schwarlz

1sn’t shy on optimism.

back out for the team. Lessnau Is hop-
Ing she does.

THE HAWKS will be a freshmen-
gophomore dominated team -- not a
bealthy sign in the short term, but very
healthy for the future of the program.

Lessnau fs es]

y high on sopho-

more point guard Kris Waldman,
“She has tremendous skills for a
sophomore and she's a l;der, be sald.

licks this season. He also expects hls
team to play four quarters of competl-
tive basketball, He also expects his
players to come away from the game,
win or lose, feeling good about thelr of-
fort,

*This Is a huge challenge for me and
I'm the type of person that loves a chal-
lenge,” be said. “As far as I'm con-
cemmed, there’s nowhere to go but up.”

FARMINGTON

There's another new face on the area
coaching scenc thls scason and another
refreshing, positive additlon to a strug-
gling program.

Diana Schwartz bas been Bruce
Brown’s assistant coach at Farmington
the past six seasons. She now runs the
program.

*T know this team can compete,” sald
Schwartz, who led her JV team to a 13-
7 record last year, 12-4 in the Western
Lakes. *I have high hopes. If the mu-
tude stays positive and the girls pull
geuxer. we might just surprise a lew

'm biggest problem Echwartz ia
having thus far is settling on a starting
five.

“They are ali real equal In abllity, It

Heather McPhillips Is belng counted on for both scoring and re;
bounding contributions for the 1888 Norih Farmington team.

may take'three or four or five glmu .

before I settls on one group,” sha sald.

For certaln, senlor Pattl Matthewn
will be In the lineup. A strong 5-9, she
should provide the type of sirong inside

play that has been misaing from Falcon
lineups in the past.

Others likely to see significant duty
are sophomores Kelll Koss and Stecy
Swandersk, junlors Tracy Jourdan,
Raren Jenkins and Carrie Hale and
senlors Tammy Smith, Lynn Looser
and Lisa Spence.

Also expected to contribute are Mary
Kay Orrico, Becky Philp and Jeanlfer

Notlcably absent from tha list is All-
Area standout Alyse Fortune who grad-
uated last year,

"‘l‘he blggut adjustment was getting

es¢ glrls to shoot the ball,” Schwartz
Mld “They were all 50 to watch-
ing Alyu ghoot. But, they all shoot the

ball wi

“I beun in belng positive, I really
think we can win here. I want to be up
there with the Salem's and the John
Glenn's. I want my players to feel the
same way.”

NORTH FARMINGTON
The North Farmington basketball
program has reached the polnt where lt

is regarded as a team to watch each
year, regardless of graduation Josses
lnd taleat shortages.

That reapeeubluty has been brought
to the North program by coach Greg
Groddckl, In m five seasons he has

a 59-47 record and earned a
repuuuon as cna of the best coaches in
Observerland,

On paper, it would appear to be a
down season for the Ralders. All-Arca
polnt Mummert {5 gone, as
are starters Pattl Kozickl, Soe Shlffra
and Isaly Butter,

But, as Grodzicki says, North is the
type of team "no one will take lightly.”

Returning s 6-0 center Eeauler
McPhillips who came on strong last
year to solidify the Ralders’ insldo
game.

Sandy Spahn, a scrappy, aggressive
!orward who saw e.xlemlvn duty last
year, also returns.

*Wa are big up front” Grodzekl
sald. “Heather has played real well. We
also have Nancy Cothran, a senfor and
a great athlete out, and senlor Erica
Wolff who'll help us.”

The biggest area of concern for the
Ralders is finding a replacement for
Mummert &t the polot. Mo Peradis, &

senlor who saw ncﬁon hal yur and
Renee ell, an outstanding defen-
aive player, are battling for the spot.
“No one has really shaped up at that
position,” Grodzlckl sald, 'n'u take a
:‘e’w games. Hopefully we can hang in

Grodzickl expects help from a palr
of transfer students, Senior Ann How-
ard, who made stops at Mercy and
canntry Day before stopplng at North,
and sophomore Suzie Butcher, who
came In from Indianapolls, should be
strong contributors.

“1 think we will surprise a few peo-
ple” Grodzicki sald. *I'm’sure wo'll
play at least 500 ball. We could finish
as high as second or third in our divi-
slon and no worse than fourth.”

North plays in the tougheat of the
two Western Lakes divisions, the
Lakes. The Raldera will have to fight
area and pomibly state powers Plym-
outh Salem and John Glenn, as woll as
Livonia Stevenson, Walled Lake Cen-

‘armington,

tral and

All threa F area teams
with nono-league games:
host Milford Lakeland
‘Thursday, North will host Novi and
Farmington will host Redford Unlon.

Starters back, OU eyes national kick title

By CJ. Risak
statf writer

There 13 one significan
between lutymr’lonhndl!nlvu'dty
mens soccer team and this season’s edi-
tlon — newcomers.

Aywngol:aucao ’“Smuwu
trying to bl ve or college
cmnlen— Freeman and Gray

Thammgmoumnbltn{n
shaky start, loalng in tha first round of
thelr own Naticnal Invitational Tour:
nament to California State-Los Ange-
Jes, butusommluon wasn't too unset-

‘playoff appearance.

" OU LOST its fint-romd match to
Seuulo-Pacinclnll-o shootout. In an
d!mla btu’ﬂnnﬂmu.?:nou.

who signed just three mew recrults,
m,da twro of them {ront-liners.

ferred from
ltFLWlmnuxaﬂdphyedinblzh
l;:: getting a X
mmu a long
look is Ray Cerekas, & transfer from
Macomb Communt! coumwmhe
all-American,

soccer

from there and go higher, Whether we
do t{r not is up to the coaches and play-
ers”

PARSONS IS counting on the experi-

tigua, who had 10 goals and four as-
ists,

“With Hagen, Christian and Freeman
lnd the two new additions, we baye
ve good forwards'' sald Parsons.
"Any throa of the five could start. And
I think there'll ba some Lmprovement
in our eohet.lvw. which ghould pro-
duce more
Mike Vigh patrols ceater m.ldndd
for OU. An all-Mideast Reglon
larm«. the }nnl or from Detrolt ud
last season. Other midfield-
m are Haizel, & junlor from Monrovis, |
Liberia (aix goals, seven assists) and
Gemmaell (five goals).

LEADING THE BACKS are.junisr
Wmﬂbdpdo,lmmsmunc

- Helghts; Nasello, a senlor; O'Shea, a

junior who prepped at Livonla Frank-
Un; and Allan Schneck, a sophomore
from Troy (Athens).

The pride of any defense rests in the
goals-allowed column, and OU has
pleaty to be proud of, Sealor Paul Lar-
kin Ontario), an Ill-
Mideast ulectlon and &
starter In goal, boasts a 0.70 guh-
against average, with a school-record
29 shutouts. B

Ho 13 backed up by senlor Dave
Marttila (Okemos), who has given up
just one goal in 18 games. In all, O
majmuuuumlulm

good job keeping tha ball out of the net,
but we could play tighter.” .

THE PIONEERS face another tough
.chednla,wﬂhNCAADlvhl:nIpcm

Akron (home, Oct. 23) and [linols Stato
(lwly, Nov. 8) providing difficult tests,
Gamen against Michigan State (home,
Oct. 3), Gannon University {away, Oct,
n) and Wright State (home, Nov. 9) are
also key confrontations.

But Parsons figures the second annu.
al National Invitatlonal Tournament,
at OU SepL 14-15, may provide the
groatest challenge on the schedule “be.
cause l.huy m all uational-callber

In the Sept. 14 openlng
eport faces Davis and Elk!na (l
) and OU meets East 8!
{# pan.). The consolation game is at 1
pm. Bopt. 15, with the champlonship
lulla!}linz 2t 330 pm, :




