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Caymus Vineyards is noteworthy

When histories of the Callfornia wine industry
‘are written, they nsually focus heavily on two Im-
portant intervala. First la the 1850-1670 period
whcuumesukuchrlmxnu Beringer, Harazthy,
stand out as ploncers in

Surviving tyranny
is hidden message
in ‘Spider Woman’

Good movies are entertaining, stimulating, thoughtful and
thought-provoking. They require Intelligence, talent and creativity.
“The Kiss of the Spider Woman™ adds humor and sensitivity to
those characteristics and is one of the better movies you'll ever
see,

The entire prodi ) from the very
start, The Spider Womm i3 ot some plastic Japanesa monster
who kisses ber victima to death, Rather, the film Is by turns a
touching, amusing, {rightening story of two men surviving inhu-
mzmlmprlmnmauuunw tarian regime.

Luls Molina (William Hurt) has boen sentenced to an elght-year
prison term for sexually corrupting a young boy. He survives, psy-
chologically, by “telling® movies to his celimate, Valentin Arru-
glea (Raul Julla), & political prisoner who lves on anger at the
rf.presnlva regime and on bellef in the moral rightness of the re-
sistance.

Ultimately, however, under torture, Valentin takes refuge in his
memories of an upper-claas girl, Marta (Sonia Braga), with whom
he bad an affalr. He, too, survives in the dream world of lusions

a3 irrelevant aa Luls’ movies to which Valentin objects.

“THE KISS of the Spider Woman" is set in South America, pre-
scoting a clear but simple statement about repressive dlctator-
f“ BO‘\’I’"I of the border and the terrible methods used to achieve

elr ends.

But the film is not about Argentina or Chile or any other South
American country any more than it s about a homosexual and a
political activist. “The Kias of the Spider Woman® |s about tyranny
and represslon everywhers and the great courage some have to
survive the worst tortures men can inflict. Those survivors
come great symbols of human courage at its best becausa they
value the bumanlty of their brethren while maintainlng their own

dignity.

Luls has reached a terrible crossroad. He wants to love and be
loved, but he is imprisoned for homosexuality. The prison warden
promises him freedom, to éare for his Il mother, In return for
galning Valentin's and, of course, d mecrets.

Luls overcomes Valentin's initial Iwcumy and anger. Gradually
they become such good comrades that Valentin requests that Luls
continue “telling” his movie. It is a stupld Naxi propaganda film,
vastly and humorously overplayed but, in Luls’ words, “so roman-
tie”
Sonia Braga stars In that movle, an well as taking the title role
in apother film Luls tells, “The Kiss of the Spider Woman,” Her
veraatllity in three dlverse but essentially sappy “B” movie roles
complements the broad range of emotion Willlam nm projects.
Raul Julia, as well, displays tremendous pasalon In his anger, fear,
frustration and humanity. The entire cast, In fact, is a great credit
to the production.

BY FAR, Hurt excels as the tortured homosexual who cannot
{ind peace. The leu.ltlvlly of his penrlyd ud his range of acting «
skills preveat the film from

creatinga new Industry.

Following the lnitial palr of decades, then punc-
tuated by the phyu.oxeta louse toward the end of
the oemury Prohibition sometime later, the

{mportant time Interval begins In the late
19001 when the Indnltry as wo know it today had its
beginnings. This period is populated with names
like Robert Mondav}, Sebastiand, Jo Hells, Maya-
camas, Joseph s'un. Felzer, Rldxn and Chalone —
the un is a long one.

Between thesa two lotervals there were a few
other Important names in history, of course:
tinl, Beaulien, Parducel, Wente and perhaps Stony
Hill, But there really are not very many when tha
extended time interval is taken into consideration.
(Ccmslder how many names there aro that helped
shape the Callfornla Industry, while here In Michi-
gan only Bronco Nerd of the Zug Island Winery
stands out aa the sole leader.)

In the recent era there i3 yet anotber name of
high merit that rarely appears, yet should. That Is
Charles Wagner, curmudgeon of Caymus Vine-
yards, In central Napa, He s the product of a farm-

ing famlly'long in the Rutberford area that bas
grown a varlety of crops on its land, most recently
grapes.

HE, CAN READILY recall the time when most of
his wine was sold in bulk or blended with others for
mass distribution, when winemaking was a loslng
proposltion. He and his famlly endured those days,
only to finally reap the benefits due them when

ine became the national obsession It did In the
mly 19708,

His flrst releases under his own label were in
1972 when a rlesling {discontlnued after 1$73), ca-
bernet and pinot noir were iasued. The early prices
were low, the wines excellent. Only a few short
years lnter, with critics and publie applauding his
efforts highly, the prices went up, dramatically on
some.
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tality. Hurt avolds the embnrn.ued potmﬂng ten pletured as
homosexual beh.lvior, whuo acting tke a man wbo prefers fem!-
nine in the best sense of the
term but never mnndun He pever simpers, he just suffers and we
do so with him.

The other remarkable feature of “Splder Woman” is the sophisti-
cated way In which the film deals with reality and illusion; &an age-
old question, what s real? The fllm constantly and delicately
threzds its way in and out of the film stories Luls “tells.” In these
“B* movie ch he flnds for
they are “so romantic® nnd his surroundlngs are anything but.

A good deal of the smooth transition !mm reality to lllusion and
back develops as Valentin gradually accepts Luls' sensitivity and
realizes that the iliy film stories are not for pleasure slone. Thelr
{llusory settlng Is the only safe place in & tortured world,

Althou,

about our world, “The Kiss of the Spld:r ‘Woman” celebrnla man's

courage and humanity In such a sensitive way that you will leave
the theater with a heightened sense of human worth,

Strange creatures

Clasalc scary themes are dealt with In “Fright Night"
(above), where Roddy McDowall is a moviemaker who
discovars there really are vampires, and Bride,”
co-starring Sting and Jennifer Bsals as Dr. Frankensteln
and his beautitul creation, Eva. Bath films are playing at
Datrolt-area theaters,
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“People pay what I ask,” 13 Wagner’s response.

Today his Speclal Selection wines, usually pinot ~

Noir nnd cabernet, can command $40 a bottle and

zell out quickly, Bis standard {ssues are priced in

the mlddle of the Napa range, and he seems never
to make a wine that is less than excellent.

It s the plnot noir grape that {s Caymus’ finest,
one that has regularly defeated many a winemaker.
But Wagner has the akill to handle it well, turn it
into the complex, soft, velvety wine that It can be
at Its best. Thess wines aing with the joy of great-
ness, If you can find any locally buy it; see what &
California *burgundy” can be.

Caymus was also in the wly movement that
mde a blush wine from a red grape. As early as
1973 Wagner was marketing a pinot noir blane, the
name changing to Ocll de Pedrix in 1976 (“Eye of
th;n Partridge®), reflecting Its delicate, salmon col-
oring.

ALL OF THIS extensive Introduction is to an-
nounce that Caymus wines are now generally avall-
able In Michigan, True, they have been here before
but were then represented by a less dependable dis.
tributor. They will now arrive in decent quantitles
and can be found at mest premium wine stores.

We now have the 1084 Oell de Pedrix, a 1981

zinfandel, a teuly mrvelons 1988 e.hardmly {full
of rich, buttery ), a 1983 sauvignon blanc
l?dmmn, the 1921 pinot noir, Not to be missed, any
of
You may want to think twice about buying the
1988 Special Seloction Cabernet, the one that car-
Hutheuowiceug.w iz sure, however, that
1f you don't buy it someone mnwuL And thers are
only five cases of It In the state.
TWO RATHER (n! news items have
come my way recently. The Napa Vlllay Vintoers
tlon has instituted & botline to report all
about the developing 1985 harvest Indlvidual
winemakers and growers will discuss the weather,
fruit condition nnd more in two-minute taped mes-
sages, updated weekly. This service will continue
through Nov. 7. Call 1-800-852-7874.
‘The Tabor Hill winery of Berrien County has just
purchased the old Bronte Champagne and Wine Co.
i.n Hartford, Mich. The wquhiuon will greatly ex-
pand Tabcr Hill's present facilitles, including .
production. This move also will add
m:u more tasting facility (o ita present three. The
Bronte name is gone forever but we may see a -
:mgt!hened’nbormunnmﬂt.Agmdu-
gel

You know how good Bob Evans sausage is for breakfast.
Well, now we've got two delicious new sausages to make

dinner just as good.

Our new smoked sausage and kielbasa are made from
the same fresh, quahty cuts of pork you've come to expect
from the name Bob Evans. Combmed with fresh, lean cuts of

beef. Then slowly smoked
the old-fashioned way to
give them a flavor no-
body can resist.

Try Bob Evans new
smoked sausage and
polska kielbasa for
dinner.And watch dinner
disappear as quickly as
breakfast.

OPEN
EVENINGS

Kingsley Inn, with quick
Mon. thru Friday.

COFFEE SHOP

Offering the quality you expect from the
service and

Coffee Shop prices. Open ‘til 10 p.m.

Fullcanywtservlces
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