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MISTAKEN ID! : A Detrolt
Dlstrict Court recently to testify at a
preliminary exam of a woman charged
with the fraudulent use of the mother's
credit card. But charges against the
woman were dropped after o witness
told startled pollce they had the wrong

Continued from Pago 1

Nine Briar HlI residents have filed suit agalnst
the DSS, DMH, Willlam Sak of Assoclated Bullders
Inc., who Is expected to bulld the group home,
MSHDA, which ia expected to provide flnancing to
the bullder and Hollstic Living Opportunitles Inc.,
which would handle the day-to-day operations of
the home.

Hollstic Living Opportunities is a new corpora-
tion owned by Kathy Yonker of Ferndale. The pro-
posed group home on Old Bedford would be her
flrst elieat,

The suit seeks to permanently prevent the fi-
nancing and building of the home. It also secks to
prevent the vacant lot from ever belog used for a
group home,

Resldents nllcgc in the sult that a group home on
that site would:

® Have o "delrimenlnl efiect” on property val-
u!s in the neighborh:

 Create “undue eonxuuon and traffle” in the
resldential area.

® Create “a danger to the residents of the area”
if “mentally [ll or emotionally disturbed persons”
live In the home,

THE SIX adults who would be placed in the pro-

barrier-free home would be severely and pro-

. posed
: foundly mentally retarded, sald Jim Clark, a devel-
- opment speclalist for the Macomb-Oakland Reglon-

1 al Center (MORC).

MORC, an agu;cy of the state mental health de-

- partment, monitors the care and training of group
- home residents. The agency also provides support

". services such as physiclans and purses. MORC

- would rent the new house from the bullders as well

" a3 contract with Hollstic Living Opportunities Iac.

. for the home's operation, Clark xald.,

The suit also alleges that the DMH did ot sollcit
comments or suggstions about the proposed site in

"! Briar Hill from the city or resldents as requlred by

: rules governing the placement of group homes.

Clark disagrees.

ENTITY: person and that the real suspect was
woman brought her daughter to 47th standing out in the hallway.

The suspect, who 'was later released
pending the issuance of a warrant, was
the daughter. She was also, as It turned
out, the first cousin of the woman origi-
nally charged,

The confusing case began on May 5

suspect of

“I think we have totally (complied) and gone be-

. yond what is required In notiftcation,” he sald.

uired, MORC notifled ‘Briar Hills residents

wlmln 1,500 feet of the proposed home of thelr

plans fora group home on Old Bedford, Clark sald,

In the letter MORC officials offered to meet with

nelghbors June 6 at a drop-in center at the Antloch
Lutheran Church on 13 Mile.

In mid-May, MORC contacted the clty indicating

afficials wanted to talk about a proposed group °

home, sald Karen Birkholz, Farmihgton Hills as-
sistant to the clty manager.

““They told us the proposed site was in Qutlot A
on 01d Bedford,” Birkholz said, “When they came to
us they had the site pl:ked oul."

City councll members uncertaln whether
MORC satisifed the nollllcaunn rulea through their
one-time request back in 1981 for cl!y input.into
site locations for group homes within the communi-
ty. State law enables group homes to be placed in
communities without local approval. Municipalities
also may not use thelr zonlng of to prevent
the placement of homes,

CITY MANAGER Willlam Costick reported that
MORC did ootify munlcipalities some years ago
asking for input on site selection. But Costick sald
ke belleves that officlals may have ignored the re-
quest, afraid that a response would open the doors
to group bomes.

“In 1981 there was an opportunity for Farming-
ton Hills to play a pro-active role In sita selection in
the city,” Clark confirmed, adding that officiala
didn't take the agency up on lts offer,

Briar HUll residents first contacted the city about
the proposed home In early June, Birkholz sald.

““The homeowners association came and
council to get involved, Council at that time sald
they were not willing to get involved. But they sald
they would give the subdiviaton assoclation access
to the city attorney and the city staff.”

Hadassah prepares offices

By Michele Glance
staff writer

All the nalling and sawlng going on at the former
West Bloomfleld Township Public Library oz Or-

- chard Lake Road are renovations to creato office

space for Hadassah,
that's mnvlnghln.
h 15 a

the Jewish women'’s group

profit national

that has 385,000 members, said Dians Klein, presi-
dent of the Greater Detrolt Chapter, As part of its
work, the group supports two hospitals in Israel.

Majur renovations of the old library building are
currenuy golng at a “feverish pitch,” so comstrue-

tlon will be completed in time for a dedlcatlon cer-
emony on Sunday, Sept. 29, Kleln said.

“The lbrary was 25 ycars old and not in the best
of shape when we got It,” Kleln said. “It needed a
new roof and new plumbing. And we're dividing up
the open spaces from the ubnry to make Into offic-
e3 and conference rooms.™

The outside of the building will remaln un-

changed, Kleln sald.

New landscaping plans are In the works, but
Kleln sald thlnp may not be planted right away.

Archltect Dayid Lubin and Contractor Burt
Cohen of the Milton Roberts Co, have been working
with the group on tho renovation plana.

Once renovated, the new building will be named
the Sarah and Ralph Davidson Hadassah House.

in the T.J. Maxx on Grand River in pol

Farmington, when 8 woman made a woman first charged and ber eo\uln

purchase on a credit card later report- against whom they are seeking a

ed stolen. A Detroit woman, who police rant, are “practically Identical mlm ’)
credit card abuse but

against whom they had never becn ablo

to bulld a case, was eventually charged the

after belog identified by a T.J, Maxx

Neighbors protest home

{A police 1d the

According to bank officlals, between
$6,000 and $6,000 have been run up on

question, -
‘The daughter of the card-holder told

cousin there unecmd h.ld wnlusd Ir the

FALSE ALARMS:1{ yon thmuhl m
heard a Jot of burglar alarms
week. Jou meso right. But don't fret,
basn't been a crime wave. Blama
ll. on ﬂ:e weather.
Burgler alarms often are uthou dur-

In nddluon, a $75 Panasonk radio
last was stolen from a Masda parked in the '
drlveny.'imvnmdnmlpwthn’

nmwm Police have a sus-
pect In the theft a week ago Fridey.of

lnx thunders!

in the air or by uw con-
:ulslvs effect of thunderclaps, which
causes windows and doots to rattle —
and hudlchg for police, who must in-

car for her

The daughter, 33, herself a mother of
three, Lives acroas the street in Detrolt
from her motber.

Police say that it appears from sig-
natures on vi credit-card recelpts
that more than one woman had signed

. {or purchases,

In case it Is the

real thing.
GARAGE HIT: Late last Tucsday
night or early Wednesday, a thlef or

two blkes from a ga-

that the garage
to and Lhata '78 Suruki worth
$150 and a '74 Honda worth $103 were

Theamwuﬂhluwumelm-
, based on

poct, a 14-year-old boy,
scription furnished by two

thieves broke a ow on a garage on

Middlebelt in Hills and

stole a 14-inch chain saw and weed Nocharguhnvebeu:med,thuuh
eater valued at $150 each, the investigation is wnﬂn\d.nm
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