~The Michigan Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) s trying hard to
change the notlon that recreational ac-
tivities cnd in state parks after Labor
Day. Multlple-use parks are “In," and

1{throughout Michigan state paxk plan-

ners are focusing on cxpanding year-
round recreation activities, 4
Proud Lake Recreatlon Area near

.| Milford, six miles north of 1-96 at the

Wixom exit, i3 a {lrat-rate example of
this trend.
* “After Labor Day people think we

Jf Just shut (ahc door, and the park's

closed,” sald Proud Lake's park mana-
ger John Winters, “People can't get
used to the Idea you can come out any-

;time of the year."

" Winters vlews one of the biggest
challenges of his job as getting people
to use Proud Lake year-round. The ad-
ministrator belleves the park's many
attrlbutes will help make the job easi-

er.
Proud Lake Recreation Arca is one

"of the closest atate parks to metropoli-

tan Detroit, A 35-mile drive northwest
of the city puts park visitors in touch
with a wooded land shaped by the last
glacler as jt retreated from Michigan
some 10,000 years ago.

“The lmny Is the land scemed worth-
less at one time — too hilly and craggy
— yet turned out to be the most pletur-
esque for recreation purposes,”
Winters sald,

‘THE ORIGINAL 80 acres of the rec-
reation area (bounded by the Huron
River, Wixom Road, Proud Lake and
private farms) were purchased in 1920
by the Montclair Hunt Club, By end of
the 1930s the club owned more than 300
acres, A two-story lodge was bullt on
the site of the present outdoor center.

First-time Proud Lake park users
are startled to see rows of virgin jack,
red and white pines dominating the
landscape, The pine stands are the re-
sult of a tree-planting program initiat-
ed by the hunt club. At the time the

state acquired the property In 1946, the
club and other owners had plnnlcd
more than 106,000 seediings.

Winters sald the present 3,700-acre
park is unique because of the variety of
activities the area can accommodate,
“Some state parks bave only a

“beach,"” sald Winters, “Proud Lake has
‘activitics for all seasons. And it's ac-

cessible — people can come out for
only a short time If they deslre.”
The park will offer many recreation-

“al delights for the fall/winter season:

‘Some state parks have only a beach.
Proud Lake has activities for all
seasons. And it's accessible — people
can come out for only a short time if

they desire.’

— John Winters

Proud Lake park manager

 Hildng — pearly 21 miles of var-
led terraln including a marsh trail and
climax forest, A new hiking trail bridge
has been placed over the Huron River
in conjunction with a new dam for the
Pruud and Moss Lake chain.
mping — a modern camp-
ground on Proud Lake fcatures a heat-
ed tollet/shower bullding open all win-
ter.
® Qutdoor center — dormltory fa-
cilitles geared for groups ranging in
slze from S2 to 128 for overnight stays
of two or more nights. Ideal for family
reunions, business retreats and church
groups, A large activity building 1s also
?:ullnhlo on a limited ba.sls {or meet-

o Huntlng and llsh!ng.

Canocing — on a scenle three-
mlle streteh of the Huron River. The
100-mile river starts In Commerce
‘Townshlp and emptles into Lake Erfe,

® Snowmoblling — separate area
avallable when snow base reaches four
inches or more.

® Cross-country skilng — a new ski
center (boused in the former nature
center) will be open to provide com-
{]nrt. refreshment and ski rental facill-

es.

WINTERS IS icularly enthuslas-
tic about the new ki center,

“It's brand new this year. We will see
1f wo can't make skling more attractive
to everybody.”

Alan Heavoer, who operates a canoe
reatal near the park, will run the skl
center. Heavner Is equally enthusiastic
about the center's potentlal and pre-

"dlets the venture will take off.

“The ski center is set in the pines
near the mlddle of the skiing area, The
factlity will provide a place to warm
up and take & break and therefore al-
low people to do more skilng,” said
Heavner. The area will be open for
nighttime skting.

Heavner believes both the canoelng
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and cross-country akiing offered at the
park [it into the ideal of providing wit-
derness beauty close to home.

“People can enjoy a beautlful re-
mote area and still go home for din-
ner,"” sald Heavaer,

Belng close to home can sometimes
be a drawback. John Winters notes that
Proud Lake is occaslonally a victim of
the “too close to home” syndrome.
“Peoyla don't look at what Is close to
home,” he

In the com!ng mont.hs. Winter's ef-
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‘Proud Lake boasts 4-season beauty and fun_

wes PROUD LAKE RECREATION AREA

forts will be geared such
notlons.

For nddluoml park information, call
685-243).
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EVERYTHING YOU SEE IS ON SALE...

« EVERY BEDROOM
« EVERY DINING ROOM
« EVERY COCKTAIL, OCCASIONAL AND
END TABLE . ~
« EVERY CHAIR AND SOFA
« EVERY SECTIONAL AND MODULAR
+EVERY LAMP, PICTURE AND ACCESSORY
« EVERY WALL UNIT , |
« EVERY SLEEPER -
« EVERYTHING!

SOUTHFIELD
Telegraph at 12 Mile
Phone: 353-9880

+ 1903, GORMANS

TROY

W. Big Beaver at Crooks
Phone: 649-2070

»  FAIRLANE .
260 Town Center Drive
Across from Fairlane Mall
Dearborn s Phone: 336-0340

. Bedroom furniture available but not on display In Soulhﬂeld

All stores open Dally 10 to 6; Monday, Thursday & Fnday 'til 9; Troy and Fairlane open Sundey 12:00 to 530

GRAND RAPIDS
28th & Breton Rd. .
Phone: 243-5466




