Districts without state aid join together to voice concern
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Out of formula

By Neal Haldane Lealie Wessman, executive director.
stoff writer “And thst Includes all of our ex-
penses, all
CHOOL DISTRICTS in this area of that,” Wessman sald.
have jolued together to create a The money to fund those efforts
I°‘,’l‘_’;:y":;zkhm uh G oMy, O from Lhtl!] Mﬂ;]ﬁ whlc‘g pay 35
Igan Out-of-Formeula District Assocla- mu per gupll to beloog,
tlon (MOFDA).

The association began five years ago
when four distriects — Soulhllf.ld Blr-
mingham, Troy and Ann Arbor — de-
clded to band together to ﬂzht {or those
districts which do not recelve state aid,
according to Ronald Rol , axsocl-
ate superintendent in Southfield,

“Wae felt the story of out-of-formula
districts wasn't belng told to legiala.
tors,” Rohlman sald, *Many dido't even
go to Lansing because they felt it wasa
waste of time.”

Since then, the organization has
gxown to lnclllde 91 school distriets In-

luding the original founders along
with Bloom!ldd Hills, Farmington &nd
West Bloomfield. The 91 represents
about half of all out-of-formula dis-
tricts io Michigan,

“The response by those districts Indi-
cates they feel the assoclation is a ben-
eflt to Michigan education and not juat
for out-of-formula districts,” sald W.
Robert g, Bloomfield Hills su-

MOFD

“THE ASSOCIATION is very import-
ant,” said Roger Garvelink, Birming-

number one goal is to bave more mon-  fundlng system.

- Ona plan would ahift emphasis on ed-
ucation funding from the property tax
1o the sales tax. That Idea wonld be bad
for all districts, Docking sald.

ey lcr all pubue schools in

of the 528 K-12 school
dlxtrkctx recelve state ald, Docking
sald, (See related story.)

“We were not formed to take money
away from In-formula districts,” he
sald. “We attempt to protect the monsy
we do recelve {rom the state but not at
the expense of the in-formula dis-

Out-of-formula school dlatricts do
recelve some money from the state in
the form of categorical grants which

y fund tranaportation, special
and other

But cven that small amount of mon-
ey has been cut In recent years, Dock-

IN ADDITION to that paid staff,
MOFDA members are lpllt up (nto var-
lous committees which research and
recommend positions, Docking sald.

Two major areas of concern are top
priority for MOFDA, he said.”

The [

menu. General Motors's efforts to cut

property tax paym
Ihn hun of out-of-formula districts be-
cause almoat all funding comes from
the property tax, Docking sald.

In thesa appeals, schoot disiricis do
not have the same representation as
the city or county, even though the
schools

than those governmenf
Pending legislation, sponsored

Rep.
wnu!ld glve dlatricts more of a voice In
the appeal process.

MOFDA is actively backing that leg-
islation, Docking said.

The second ma,
possible chapges In the way eduutlon
15 funded In Michigan, Docking said,

A MOFDA committee Is keeplng
ﬂom tabe on legislators as they exam-

“ M
which would jeopardize
sald. “During the recesaion, achool dis-
tricts would have gotten hammered
tricts.” more than they did. Property tazes are
ks he Michg

An the gan economy Improves,
more money is belng funneled Into edy-  aula districts.
cation, Docking sa!

ol money in education under the
Blanchard administration but virtually
Ing sald, none of that money has come Into out:

Iirst concern involves tax abate-
ents strikes at

recelve more property taxes

Berman, D-Southfleld,

major area of concern is

tives to the property tax

CHIGAN bas a cyclical economy
revenue,” he

“There has becna massive {nfuaion

The lack of -hlc ald lnd lho nud Ic arouru local property taxes

out-of-formula district which cannot
get a millage passed, ha sald. .
Other districts have had to cut back
to five hours a day along with Increas-
Ing clasa nizes, Docking sald.
Southfleld’s Rohlman takes another
view of the Importance of out-of-for-

“We're lighthouse districts,” he said.
“We can serve as a model for public
education because this is what we
ought to be.”

Notlons to remove excess funding

File photo *
8Bouthfield, Troy and West Bloomﬂold achoot districts to Join the
Michigan Out-of-Formula S8choot District Assoclation.

S

tendent for

cauan dmrmlnea how much money,
If any, local school districts should
recelve from the state based on a
mathematical form

Douglas Roberts, deputy mperl.n-

the stats, per pu-
pil formula in WB|~N ls “!8 plus §84
times the number of mills the district

chigan Department of Edu-

SEV

How state calculates aid

m.Llll times $84) for a total of $2,248

popll,
PN I that dlstrict kad $50,00 of

for every pupll, It would gen-
enoz::ll,uoo (;soooo times 30 muh)

That wonld luvu the district $748
short of what the state ald formula
num(s:,m minvs $1, uoo).

The state would then

Since that flgure:
2,248 ltlla mnnbcr. tba dlstﬂl:t
would receive

Hills, Troy,
Fi West

school districts would all be ont of
formula. .

state funding and
wunldbecomldemd wtu!lormnh. :

!!llna tbe formula, tbe Southfleld,
Bloomfleld
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BIG HEIST;: Valuzable nwnlry and stero
components valued together at $16,650
were stolen {rom a home on Middlebelt ln

F
during the day,

A tool was used to slice a screen window
on the west side of the house, gaining the
thief entry through the bathroom window.

A stero recelver, casetie deck, equalizer,
and reverb unlt were stolen, as well as
more than 10 pleeu ofjewelry including
men's and women's and pecklaces,
and women's earings &nd bracelets,

Numerons dlamonds and rubles, a pear.
shaped opal, and a plnk saphire are among
the stolen gems. Police have no suspects.

ASSAULT ARREST: A man was arrested
on an assault and battery charge after al-
legedly attacking the owner of the Collision
Shop o 20785 Orchard Lake Road in Farm-

ington Hills.

Gllberto Pletrandrea and his wife report-
edly drove into the Colllsion Shop parking
Iot in a Cheyrolet Corvette at approximate.
1y 4:30 p.m. Tuesday.

Pietrandrea entered the shop to ask for a
recelpt for a uos.u bill for work down on
his father’s GMC Sierra, ha sald.

The owner would not nu?ly a recelpt un-
i lunr the money was pal up front.

accused all became irate and
-ank the owner with hLl {iat, knocking him
out of his chair to the floor and kicking him,
police zald.

The vietim struggled, got away, and ran

outside for the keys of the Slerra. Pientran-
allegedly ran after the owner, caught

him, knocked him down, and started hitting
and choklng him.

After several minutes, Plentrandrea’s
wife tried to separate the two men.

‘The ownper ran back into his ahop for safe-
ty, called police and locked the door.

When F Hills police officer
Jerry Lynch arrived at the scene, Pientran-
drea waa yelllng and laumlng ‘outaide the
shop'a door,

The owner unlocked u:e shop door for

trandrea ran Into the store

Lynch ted the two once more, The
subject sald the owner bad started the fght-
ing. Plentrandrea had no physical marks of

being attacked. The victim had scrape
uurlm, 1 elbows,
trandrea’s wife sald she didn't know

who :umd the fight.
Plentrandrea was arrested at tha scene,

MISSING BREW: A case of beer was tak-
en from the 7-Eleven store shortly before 2
&.m, Wednesda;

young man allegedly plcked up a case
of beer, approached the check-out counter,
and said to the store clerk, “You're giving
this awly tonight.* He then ran out the

mnlnzton Hulls police Lt Jll;k Brvwn
observed the subject rumning to

in the adjacent vacant gas muon.
with another subject hehind, Both subjects

wers subsequently arrested for larceny un-
der $100 from a building and the car im-
pounded,

BREAK-IN: A vacant house and garage
on 31990 Highview in Farmington Hills was
broken into with a tool between 11 a.m. and
8 p.m. Monday.

Suspects entered the attached garage
through an open sliding window and re-
moved 8 garage opener and control from
their mounts.

The front door of the house was broken

Police have no suspects
age and stolen property valued at $850.
DOURLE TROUBLE: The second theft in

Farmington Hills
sometime early Tuesday morning.
Sus; entered through an un-

m-wl property is valued at $200. On
Avg. 31, several ltems were siolen from the
garage ‘at the same resldesce. Police have

_po suspects,

Hills early lo the momlus Sept. 1.

The bullder requested Increased police
patroling of the area in the early momlns
and lats evening. Police hava no suspects.
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Mr, Carlaon, 58, of Redford died Sept. 3 in
s&.ﬁlf‘lryl!clplta!.umh.

Installed Kitchen Cabinet Fronts
Introductory Offer - Can be installed in 1-3 days! .

* SAVE 15% on regular price
of labor and materlals
« All exposed surfaces

covered with:laminate in
your choice of finish
» New doors and
drawers are custom
made for perfect fit
» Easy to clean and
f  maintain’ .
+ Most installation
completein1to3
working days

Sale Ends Sept. 12

Agkaboui PHONE 1-800-845-5135 . |’
Credit plans: ORCALL cou.ecr sas-ms

FOR A FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE|

Installation by Cablnet Front, Inc.
1219 Chicago Rd., Troy; Mich.
.a Sears Authorized Installer
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SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO.
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