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Anne Bancroft {(right) is the Mother Superior and Meg
Tilly (center) is Sister Agnes, a young nun accused of
murder, in “Agnes of God.”

A the movies

- Dan
Greenberg

Fonda, Bancroft
are disappointing
in ‘Agnes of God’

‘When Jane Fonda as court-appolnted psychiatrist Dr. Martha
Livingston and Anne Bancroft as Mother Superior Miriam Ruth
square off, one would cxpect sparks to fly.

The excitement of two superior actresses in confllct over the
{ate of Sister Agnes, a of murdering her own baby at blrth,
and the major Issues at stake in such a conflict are well calculated
to energlze the screen,

Not 80, however, in “Agnes of God,” a disappointing film rendl-
tion of the Broadway success. Both play and film were written by
John Plelmeter who, somewhere along the line, lost bis touch.

Murky plot and childish
dlalogue leave the audience wondering what the hoopla is all
about.

WHEN DR, LIVINGSTON first vialts the convent, Mother Supe-
rior Mirlam, with coy smile and adolescent twinkle, greets her:
*Dr. Livingston, I presume.”

While such a line is intended, no doubt, to endear us to the
human qualities in this otherwise dour und severe nun, the cliche Is
beyond revival and reflects a simple-minded rendition of major
issues. One can only speculate, In the absence of other motivation,
that Fonda's character was so named solely to prepare for that
cliche. Such dramatlc Inspiration is, at best, weak.

Unfortunately, !t is indicative of the entire scenario and editing
pattern which flows erratically. Sven Nykvist's beautlfully evoca-
tive cinematography, for example, a series of stately shots slowly
building to describe the serenity of the convent and {ts spirituality,
are interrupted much too early with a pattern of jumbled cuts
reflectlng psychlatrist Fonda’s own mental confusion.

That cutting pattern is typical of the fim’s lack of clarity. One
Jeaves the theater wondering what was safd In a_good deal of
inaudlble dlalogue — sometimes the fault of recording or sound
mixing levels and sometimes the lack of clarity in French-accent-

ed g .

One wonders how Mother Superlor Bancroft rose so high In the
order, having jolned the order after 23 years of marriage. One
puzzles at Fanda’s contorted psyche and ber almost faceless detec-
tive/boyfriend who exists only to provide evidence she needs In
evaluating Agnes.

FINALLY, ONE WONDERS what dying Sister Paul told Agnes
that led to her rape and impregnation. While that latter act and its
perpetrator are necessarily amblgous to set the scene for the clash
between body and spirit, all the rest of it is lost, in Fonda's underlit

apartment, nppi:renuy ad:l‘mple-mmded symbol of her own pay-
"an v

The expected screen megic between Fonda and Bancroft never
materializes, with the latter alternating between coy and severe in
a very artiflcial manner.

Fonda, on the other hand, is largely abrasive for tho {ilm's flrst

25 abe postures about {n her stylishly irrelevant Gucels. Only
when she begins to act, and react, to Slster Agnes does her talent
appear. By then, however, the issues, and the film, are hopelesaly
Tost in the unresolved conflict between Mother Superior and psy-
chlatrist — pelther of whose psyches are sufflclently clearly real-
ized for them to effectively represent the lssues that divide them:
body, splrit and human love needed by Slster Agnes as a symbol of
bumnanity’s two major drives.

Only Meg Tilly achieves the emotional intensity theso roles de-
mand as she effectively alternates moods of fear, serenity, belles,
love and hate, Tilly's characterizatlon aa Slster Agnes, while the
most tortured and complex, is also the most effective and best
drawn. '

With the exception of Tilly, and Nykvist's clnematography,
“Agnes of God® is largely disappolnting and It is a shame such
talent has not been more effectively utilized,

curih, | B A
Jana Fonda (s forensic paychiatrist Dr, Martha Livings-
ton, who questions her own baelisfe during her examine-
tlon of Sister Agnes' ability to stand trial.

The Boss’ fans sing new anthem

By Paul Winsgarden
alaff writor

Two things happened at Wednesday's Bruce

review

Springsteen concert that haven't happened at man;
concerts at the Pontiac Silverdome in a long time,

Come to think of it, one of the things that hap-
pened didn't actually occur at the concert site. But
1l come to that shortly.

Opening the concert, everyone stood and sang not
the national anthem but different words and music.
Try the lyrics of “Born in the USA” as a new an-
them. You could have taken a vote on the idea at
the concert and 69,000 would have voted in faver,
I'm sure.

TIME MAGAZINE recently ran & cover on
Springsteen. So did Life, as did numerous other
publications, All made an attempt to understand
just what 1t s that Springsteen has that puts about
every crowd, including Wednesday's, on lia feet.
And keeps 1t there. All night,

The Sliverdome was not just a concert sile
Wednesday. It became a mecca site, From just be-
fore 8 p.m. until well past 11, everyone stood. And
clapped. And you could see them “Dancln’ in the
Dark” (one of the songa Springsteen sang).

ANOTHER STRANGE thing. There was no de-
finitive makeup to the crowd, No one partleular
g0 OF App: lc backgr
Looking back on it now, nobody cared efther.

As {or the other thing that took place, but not at
the Sliverdome itself, you have to take a look at
other receat major concerts,

‘When Michael Jackson came to town last sum-
mer three of the seven major radlo statlons cov-
ercd his tour stop extenslvely. Same thing goes for
Prince. Just about any major recording and touring
artist has a deflned following and that includea the
stations wililng to alr his or her music.
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FOR EXAMPLE, the heavy-metal statlon would
hardly be cxpected to give extensive coverage to,
say, Bette Midler. You get the Idea, I'm sure.

Not s0 for the Boss. Belore the concort began, it
was a featival of competition on every major Top-
40, rock, dancd and news radlo statlon ln the lower
part of the state. Every one of them!

The Springsteen “Born In the USA® tour is with-
out parallel for tho Silverdome In this decade.
Those willlng to dispute that can ask any of.the -,
other 69,000 fans. I'm sure they’d be willlng to -
“Cover Me* (which Springsteen also sang).

I'm not sure ! 1 witnessed history Wednesday
night. One thing is sure, though. The Boss not only
takes charge for more than four hours, be gives
one, too.
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ﬁtvgfcmtn SWINGS

Thursday - September 12
5:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
Free Performances By
Alexander Zonjic
Steve King & the Dittilies
Sun Messengers
New Center Park
{Secand Avenue & West Grand Bivd.}

< i Patking Behind the Park
For More Information Call 872-0183

" . AR
Kimono Qriental Spa G‘é‘;’ 1

23
QRAND OPENING Vb
ALL ORIENTAL STAFF ’wj
Sinir  wmirteoor €7 zmay
& JECUZI O STEAM ROOM

2,
24445 Telegraph Rd. » Southficld, MI, 48075 » 154.1022
(South of 10 Afile Across from McDonald's? I

SA

e
OWN YOUR OWN 100 CHANNEL

TELLITE TV s

i FREE INSTALLATION
200P 1o .
‘;”vok S ﬁ%u;sctg "1‘1'! :ag{gvsmullltas

» 24-hour programming
» Mavles s Sports « Spacials
« Nows « Adull Programs
Extended Warranty Program

31001 Scheoleratt, Livonia, Mi
{3 Blocks £ost of Momman. South of 108)

SERVICING SOUTHEASTERH MICHIBAN

A ThE WIRELEST CADLC Y TEM" f—

Wakinor
<., Appoinimert.
7" Whirlpool, Saunas,
Showees,
Orienlul Statt.
Myscle Pressure
Massage.
Privato Rooms for
Men and Women.
TO {l AL
HERLTH ERA
28841 Orchard Lk, Rd.
1 the Nr, Mowse Plaza
(Betwn. 12 A 19 Miis)
Farmington Iallll

SHOGUN ORIENTAL
HEALTH SPA
23100 Telegraph Rd.
Morth of 9 Mile
356-7310

Monday-Saturday 10-2 A M.

Vish
SHOW Our

Mong
830 ."',,:"f';":,ma, ‘
.m.

Sun,

o

N e
;O
P P v
RIS

oS

3oty
w‘“v\"“m\;\‘%ou5<
e

50
5002
28 o
o Gsodioot
Ko™

BANQUETS

Beautiful facilittes for Wedding Receptions,
Bridal Showers, Bar Mitzvahs, Bat Mitzvahs,
Rehearsal Dinners and every other important
occasion.

Accommodating Meetings and Seminars from

5to 500, Banquet office open week nights and
weekends for your convmnce. 4

Kingsley Inn

Selected to serve at the U.S. Presidential inaugurals in
Washington, D.C., 1981 and 1985,

WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
BLOOMFIELD HILLS « 644-1400
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