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Wagermg Records Run Wlld Too

More Marks Fall

observing sports

o’

How big have high school sports become?

.Staggering might be a appropriate word.

Stop a morent to analyze the programs the var-
-dous schools in Observerland are About to” undertake
m sports durmg the l'on.hmmmg 1970-71 semester.

RlGHT NOW the football and cross country
-teams are in action, getting a head start in preparing
 for their start of schedules a couple of weeks hence.

Comes the winter there'll be a real jam, athleti-
cally speaking, on the prep front.

! There'll be basketball swimming and wrestlmg
at most schools.”A few wnll offer gymnastics and in _

Livonia, the four. high" schools’ will sponsor ice .

hockey A couple of schools also sponsor skiing and -
bowling. .
And in the spnng" WeIl there'll be baseball
track, ténnis and golf., '
 ‘Now, that's ]us! for lhe boys

ASEVERAL OF the schools also sponsor sports
' programs for the fairer sex. In some schools there
are as.many as five sports for the gals.

Add to the fact the number of pamcxpan!s boy
and girl'~ who go out for the vatious varsity, junior
varsity and Jreshman-saphomnre teams.

Toss in‘the number of fans. . .the average is

" arqund 3, 000 for every prep football gal
\So, let nobody say that high' schodl sports ha-
ven 't reached t.he big: tlme
)

>

.

COLLECTIVELY when you throw all these
* numbers into one hat - just evep from the-21 high
schools now in Observerlam:l ~ the figures become
awesome.
- It's a far cry from prgp spo
decades ago when the: number of_total sports was
. conslderably less' than it is.today? . ,when schools:
weren't able to accommodate as many fans. . .when
there were far fewer who turned out for teams. .
.when coaching staffs ‘were much smal]er than/we
know them today."
e
. IT'S NOW. deflmle There’ll be a state lugh
" school baseball tournament for the first time next
spring.
Such an event has been a long nme cummg, but

S of three or four,

Take the word of those who .

have been watching racing over
the big mile track at Wolverine
Raceway and yvu have ‘to
believe when fans say they are,
seeing the best harness racing’
in Michigan history.

Take it from members of the
official lamﬂy at the track, the .
big mile is the greatest thing
ever ta hit harness racing in the

“state and they have alltime
high figures to prove their point.

leurdzy‘s:pruglra}n was one

of the most exciting ever
presenled in the Detroit area
-and found efght of the 10 races
clocked in 2: 02 or faster withu
! three going i m 2:001, ¢

The crowd! o( 1, 7ﬂl third
largest of the' season, was in a *
betting mood .and sent an all-
“time high df $829,026 throtigh the
machines. That shattered the
vecord of two weeks shndlng of
816,972, |

1t boosted (he mguuy average
to $590,000, a‘hlke of 37.9.per

- SPEEDING UNDER the ‘wire l:Jr his third

straight victory is Knox Patch {5). the fast- uvmg"Mp
chlganhred driven by Bob Williams. to wi

Bl

n Saturday’s

.

. OFf . Wolverme s Pacers ‘And Trotters

cent “over 1960, and the ‘big
tirnstile count boosted the

average to 8,484 for.an increase

of 45.7 per cent over the first 22
nights of 1969, N

All {old, four recgrds went by
the boards Saturday as Wolver-
ine continued on'its. way to the
biggest meeting In its 21 years

and one that “may hz?x(e the |
» greatest in state annals.

‘The pools for the daily double,
Big Perfecta and the Perfecta
all bettered previous highs.

THE DAILY DOUIJLE

totaled $76,382 compared (o the
former high of $68,854,
“The ‘Big Perfecta soared to

Knox Patch, the five-year-old
M|dnganbfed who set the track
record of 1:58 two weeks

$73,340 contristed to the $66,774” earlier, maintained his domin-

of two weeks earlier.

- The Perfecta, on the 10th
race, climbed to $66,930 against
a record of $57,801. _

And to add a bit more zing to
the_epéning, wagerlng on the
fifth ‘race hit another alltime _
high total of $125,040, chmdlng
the pool op the rae and the Big
Perfecta, .

invitationai at Walverine Raceway in 2:00.1. The Big

Bear (2) was second and Blaze Pick (4) thi
. crowd.of H 781,

before the
Ve

Area Bowlers Strlke Lo
For Muld“]l -Million Pot

By W W. EDGAR

! Melmpchlaﬁ Detroit’s v
army of bowlers, more than
250,000 slmng. will march to
the foul line neit week to bid
for.a share of a prize fund that
wilt total close to $5 million by
next spring.

This "vast' army. - once
malnly composed of the male

i the ‘specles. now boasts a
record number of ‘‘mixed’;

those who have sponsored such’ tournaments. as - !he,)leagues and they'll be bowling

Les Anders 1nvitational held in Livonia rate 2 bow in .
ringing about lhe state-wide meet.
For many years, the argument was:
“There’s uo ume in the spring to run off a tour-
‘nament.”

But then came thé Anders Invitational ",
;involving the lenma Plymouth, -Redford schools.
!, ete., also Pontide: Press Tnvitational in which teams
. took part like sduumeld ‘Brothér Rice, Lamrup and
Birmingham Groves.
Degpite the. bo-called jami- period which exists
" every spring, the Anders and the Pontiac meets went -
‘off pretty much .on schedule. "Even ogcasional
weather problems dldn’t knnck the tonmeys out of
the box. :
If such extravaéanzas as the Anders and Ponuac
affairs could be staged, why not a state meet?
: The various:high school baseball coacpa&made
the plea. Their. principals- and athletlc “directors
agreed. . .why not?

TR State High School Athletic Association natu-
_rally had to consider the matter. Inforrnation was®
* sought from all schools in the state.

Back came their votes. . Lhé}najomy was for a
state baseball metlet . .

DID ‘IOU niotice that nghland Ind the team
that beat South' Farmington’s National in'the Little
League reglonal tournament, advanced to the World
Series ‘semifinals before bemg bounced out?-

DENNY' McLAlN may be llavmg his-own prob-
lems this season; but he’s also concerned‘over the ill
fortunes that his &x- vaoma friend, Joe Sparma, has
encountered,
= McLain, who has resided m leoma with his
. family this summer, was asking about Sparma, who
was traded from the Tlgers- to Montreal and then
sent down to Winnipeg in the International League.

“Poor guy,” Denny was saying about Sparma,

who still maken his home ‘in Livonia, or dld at last
- report.
" -The feeling always existed that Sparma had the
arm to become a pitching star. But somehow, he ran
into difficulties on the' Tlgers then into a siege of
wlldness AN .

He doesn’t seem to have licked his problems in
. the minors;, When we last noticed he was 3-15 at Win-

/

Il get aurry-up call to refurn to the majors.
Could be that Sparma the one-tlme All Big'Ten

. quarterback at Ohlo State, may give some thought to

glving pro football a whirl yet, .

- As for McLain,' he'll be'in the National League

" pext season! .. -

- i

pipeg and.with that kind of ‘a record it Isn’t-likely

“‘round.the clock - especially
in the spburban areas, .

In the season just closed the
Greater Detroit Bowling Assn.
boasted a total of 3,088 leagues
during the fall and winter sea-
son, with close toan additional
200 summer leagues.

‘At the same time the Detroit
Woman's Bowling .Assn.,
largest city association in the
country, lisled zmo leagues. "

COMBKNED {they made
metropolitar Defroit the most
active bowling center, per cap-
ita, in the country.

Cnmbmeq‘ too, " they’ repre-
sented " more .-than' 6,000

‘leagues. With the constant

clamor :for. prize’ money, the
leagues hiow are allotting more
to’ the prize fund each week
and it now averages close to
$1,000 per league.

At ‘this figure, the Bowlers
will be bidding for a share of a
prize melan that could reach to
more than $6 million. *

‘This opening is.only part of
the bowling story, however.

Golf Tourney

the .

ed that 40,000
bowling balls are sold in the
area each seaspn. At a cost of
at least $25 per ball, this
amounts to another mfillion dol-

1t is estima

Then consid
* tor. Each bowler purchases a
bag with the ball and that's
. close to.anothey $1 million.
With more than 250,000 bow-
lers changing socks each week
they last about a month -at
mos{. With an eight-month
season this means that there'll
be four milljon pairs of socks
used at an-average cost of 75
cents per pair,|or another §3
millien. *

« ol s
THE biggest . though,

next to_the bowling bag and

ball, is the shlrt}mgram.

It tias beert estimated that 80
per cent of the league bowlers
are,on sponsorgd teams and
each df them ‘wears,a shirt
bearing the sponsor’s name.

1f that figure
and 1o one_has|
through the years ~
bowlers are equipped with
sponsor’s shirts or dresses. At
a low average cost of $10 per
garment, this adds another $2
milliom:into the economy of the

area.
togeler the
wling, season

next week wiladd close to §11
million to theledonomy of, the
metropolitan Detroit aré¥ i

thesnext year.

challenged it
~ then 20,000

Putting it all
opening of the be

Deadline Nealr

With the deadline for entries
only three days away, Gary
Whitener, pro at Liyonia’s
Whispering "Willows golf
course, Monday issued a warn-
ing to all Livonia golfers, male
and female, that drawings for
the first annual city champions

“ ship golf tournaments will be

made over the weekend.,

““We have more than 30 en-
trles in each division, men and
women,; Whitener said, “But
we are looking forward'to an-
other 20 in the feminine divi-
slon and a total of near 100 for
the men,"

.Each of the championship
meets will be medal play with
{ull handicaps. The women's
title will be -over the 18-hole
route arid is scheduled for Fri~
day, Sept. 11..

Men's play Will. take place
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 12
and 13, wlu: 18 hcles ench day.

EACH mun;nmenl will be In
flights with -handicaps that
must be certified at the time
of entry. i

. ers in the varlous

‘The play. is open only to res-
idents of the City of Livonia.

Whitener, who will serve as
tournament dlmlnr, belleves
the men's meet wm be on¢ of
the best staged in the area in
some time, Melvin “Bud”
Stevens, a longtime ‘amateur
star in Mekropolikan Detroit
whoblays out of{the Western
Golf €lud In thlon'l Town-
ship, plans to :nker 1f possible.

- Stevens,  who recently quali-
fled for the Natidnal Amateur,
is a former state{and district
champlon and resides in Ll'
-vonla.

Kevin Sidley, the. Stevenson
High golfer who wns medalist
in the annual high.school stite

champlonship tourney, is ex-'.

pected to enter |as 'Is Dave
Walel‘!. 1969 champion of the

held at Whispering

v -
Wmtener wlll check’all en-
tries Saturday moring and
start the task of| making the
palrings and placing the golf-
flights. .

r another fac- .

is accirate —

Willowslast _

“various

ance ager the top pacers with a
length vietory in Saturday’s
invitational. B

It was a brilliant duel from
the start' with Fanny Mite
holding the lead for three
quarters before Knox Patch
roared to the front. But it wasn't
tobe that easy, fdr The Big Bear
came charging up in the final
16th ai was only a length back*
.at the

Here are lhe lxma for ﬂ1e
winners on the
evening’s program: Redigo
Adios” Bill - (2:04.4), Brazil
. Hanover (2:034), Deb Adics
(2:03.1), Peppy Relco (2:00.4),
Prince . Knox  (2:01. 2)
Shiawassee Squire (2:00. l).
Franklin Jewell (2:00.1), Knox
Patch (2:00.1), Cashing Ee;aufy
{2:01.1) and Pilot Adios (Z:OZQ

.« v .

BOBBY WILLIAMS, the 34-
year-old Comstock, Mich,
dnver-lramer who sumrd his
career at wolvenne Rm:eway
years ago under the direction of
his father, Jack Williams -St!,
continued td steal the show frém
“the other | reinsmen at the
meeting. | !

i .
i

. Bobby recorded his third
triple in'22 nights during Fri-
day's program and added tohis

-.No. 1 spot in driver rankings.

Williams started his Friday
triple by guiding Ski Slope, a
four-year-old owned Reno
Ministrelli of Southfield, Mich.,
home first in the fourth race to
pay $12. The clocking of 2:034
was a new mark for tlle bay
gelding.

He came back lwp races later
and piloted Buddy Time, &
four-year-old, to Hs ninth
siraight victory and 10th in its
fast 11 starts. The Winter Time

nder Flee't Eeet

gelding is owned:by Sal Leht- ®

man and Thomas D:Can of the
: .

Chicago area.

Buddy Time was the odd.wn
févorite and won as he pleased
in the fastest mile of his career,
a guick 2:014. ¢

Back came Williams in the
10th race o score with Little
Diamond, another four-year-
old, who had (o take the
overland route on the far out- t
side 1q beat Reeds Michael to
the wire by a Haltlength in
2:044.

Little Diamond] was makmg
his fifgh start of the year but
'was much ihe best, when
Williams decided fo let it go in *
the drive to the wire.

Codntry Day, Has

T
[

New

Grid Coach -

Detrdit Cauntry Day School \vxll have ‘a. new

football coach in command this fall. Vi N
Larry Masteller, ‘who over a six-year span led

Country Day to 31 wins
;school for private business.

sgainct 17 losses. has left lhe

Gene Riley, who comes from \Vesleyan Co]lege

in M: h f

will replace
Country Day won'seven aj
-year to rank eighth in the state

d lost only once last
in its class:
o
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GOODFYEAR

aoniyersary offers

co MPLETE

FrontEnd ANALYSIS |

ANALYSIS MACHINE SPOTS YOUR FRONT-EYD PROBLEMS

® Complets fmnt end check including both wheels, mmber. daster and foe-in ® Complete 4-wh=el nrs rotation

any us. auta

Ahag front Jnd results
infast ﬂr, weatl

SERVICE
STORES

““ALLWEATHER IT*
BLACKWALL TIRE

ANY OF THESE 81268
I s

PAY AT
GOODYEAR

BESTTIREBUY

IN IT'S PRICE FIANGE

7

s 12.20 (3238 Fad. €. Tax i tre

U
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‘ Eﬂﬂﬂvfil

- LIVONIA MALL
19424 Middiebelt Road
At Sevan Mile

478-0300

LIVONIA "
29100 PI th Roa
. At Mmbc It

6340868

WESTLAND

13955 Tnlonraph Road 3523 West Warren
rom Hudson's.

scross
721-1810:

SERVICE
STORES

SOUTHFIELD

28431 Telagraph Road
Actoss Ilrom"l’-l -12
i 74t

n
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