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A long Ume shopping trip for the
staff of ArtStart wound up at 31195 13
Mlle where preschoolers who learn and
develop by discovering their own cre-
atlve bents have begun their fatl term.
ArtStart’s new facilitles were all but
made-to-order for co-owners Sue In-
gram, Barb Burgess and Kathy Benton
whose shopping excursion for a perma-
nent base ended when the Red Beil
franchise that had operated there an-
nounced it was ¢losing down.
"We had very Uttle changes to make.
‘The bright colors were already here,
the large rooms, accommodatlions for

&

/
8ue Ingram oversees oxm:lm in the lndoor plnyroom (above)
with Jamie Kubat on the slide, Edwin 8adik and Todd Heath walt-
ing thelr turn. At right 3-year-old Todd chose to use some of his
free time alone in the

nnp-taklng. spacious grounds, a large
layground,” Ingram said.
“’n:e biggest change was putting up
the new sign. The philosophy certalnly
won't change.”

The AriStart philosophy, which cir-’

cles around n focus on the creative arts
as a learning experience, came from
Nancy Baws who got the first class of
17 toddlers together with a grant from
(gt;:'lrmlngtnn Arca Arts Council in
1979, .
The number of parents who lked
what they saw siemming from that phi-
losophy has grown consistently each
year since.

ArtStart s now serviog 150 familles
at any one glven time in any of its four

ing.

‘Teacher Wendy Patllio

while other y

were napp-

Rachel Pa-

) is
tillo and Julie Stopar. At tlghl \mh Zuvblotu heads up a craft

‘project on the outdoor tables

her charges Brooke Thompson

and Kelly Neese. Afl mmbon on lho ArtBtart staff have a teach-
Ing background In either music, art or drama.

ArtStart

Encouraging tots’ creativity and imagination through music, art and drama

programs nnd is listed by Social Ser-
vices of Michigan as the largest pri-
vately owned school for preschoolers [n
Oakland County.

AS ARTSTART sticks clese to its
music, art and drama philosphy as a
means to bullding self confidence and
strong self-lmages, 50 does it atick to
Its six-to-one teacher ratio.

And as parents adhere to the philoso-
phy by nendlng younger brothers and
i ArtStart, teachers also take
w,l!he pbllosophy and stay with the

“We have literally no turnover of
staff,” Benton sald. “Once in a while a
hmchar will get pregnant, or move
away, but once we get her, she's
hooked, We upcnd a lot of time teaching
her our way.”

Ingram, an art teacher, Bursess, a
muslc teacher, and Benton, who han-
dles the drama sesslons, remaln among
the teachlng uta!l while still acting as
administral

“We are m:hcu {lrst,” Burgess
said. “We frantically bad to learn to be
businesswomen.”

Thelr business skills grew with the
preschool, which added a pre-kinder-
garten, then a kindergarten, then a
dayschool, each with “a good balance
of dlscovery ume and structured
time,” Ingram sa

ArtStart is nowopcn from6am.to6
pm./

ARTSTART HAS no competition for
what it has to offer parents.

“This was an {deal community to be-
gin the ArtStart concept,” Ingram sald,
“We bave a lot of culturally minded
parents here who have thelr youngsters
enrolled In music or dance classes be-
fore we meet them, so they are already
geared in that direction. We can sup-
plement that enrichment during the
time the children spend with us.”

‘The three women sald It was not unu-
sual to hear that one of their former
students had successfully auditioned
for a professional performanco.

‘The preschool’s program focuses on
the creative arts in small groups and
encourages soctalization skills through
amali and large group activities.

The pre-kindergarten has the same
concept with the addition of sclence
and dergarten-readlness sesslons.
Children are accepted in this class by
interview only.

‘The kindergarten class is an indlvid-
ualized class to prepare the child for
first grade with smaller class size, Indl-
vidual attention and gym twice a week.

Dayzchoo! Is an oxtension of the en-
tire program with flexibility {n cholce
of days and hours. Gym is Included.
Each day is individually planned to
meet the developmental needs of the
students who are earolled.

Inqulries are taken by calling
Agtsmrt's new telephone number, 626-
3020.

A sign that stood for 20 years was replaced late in August by Barb
Burgess (at loft), Sue Ingram and Xathy Benton, who moved
ArtStart into ita first permanent home. ArtStart, founded six years
ago, is now the largest privately ovmod nursery school in Oakland

County.

"Thank you’ party given

Bob Melzner was the guest of honor
at a thank-you party given last nlght hy
parents who sent thelr children
Bell Nursery. The nursery was Mld Lh!s
summer to ArtStart, Melmer, who
lves adjacent to the school bouse, was
director of Red Bell for 20 years,

“This is not good-bye, This Is our way

of saying thanks, our way of showing
our appreciation for the good tlmes
we've had here,” gald Linda Mondrow,
one of the party’s hosts, “The new own-
ers were very understandlng about this
and let us use the achool for our party,
because this Is where we gathered for
20 many years.
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