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Hills considers crackdown on fireworks

By Josnne Mallazewoki
staft writar

Flrst came the Farmington Hills
“host liability” ordinance.

Now there’s a move afoot to hold
aduits — parents and homeowners —
responsible for the possession, sale and
use of fircworks on private property.

Flre Chlet Richard Marinucel and
Police Chlef Willlam Dwyer sought city

counc] consideration Monday for an
amendment to the city's flreworks or-
dinance.

The request comes [n response (o
growlng concern over a substantial in-
crease in the number of fireworks vio-
1ntions, Through August of this year,
140 fireworks complalnts have been
made, Dwyer sald. That's compared to
104 in all of 1984. Of the 140 com-
plalnts this year, five adults and three

Juvenlles have been found in vlolation
of the city ordinance.

The cily ceuncil did not make a decl-
slon Monday. Instead, in a 6-1 vote,
councli members requested Clty Attor-
ney Paul Bibeau to rescarch whether
it's appropriate to amend the ordinance
to make adults responalble.

Councllwoman Joan Dudley opposed
the request. “As you know, I am ex-
tremely senslitive about the city creat-

O&E front line changed

See “Crackerbarrel” on Page 14A
and "Hello, Farmington” on Page
1A,

A majer realignment of Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers edltors took ef-
fect this week, according to Managing
Editor Steven M. Barnaby. The
changes:

® Kathleen Moran — to the new po-
sitlon of assistant managing edltor for
8ix Oukland County e
ditlans.

® Robert Sklar — editor of the
Farmington Observer.

e Judlth Doner Berne (former
Farmlogton Observer editor) — cdltor
of the Blrmingbam and West Bloom-
fleld Eccentrics,

® Marilyn Fltchett — sports coordl-
nator for alt 12 editions.

® Carl Stoddard — copy desk chlef
for all 12 papers.

MORAN, 36, was editar of the Troy
Eccentric for the past 9% years. Previ-
ously, she was edltor of the Redford
Observer for two years.

She started ber career after gradunt-
ing from Michigan State Unlversity in

1970 with a bachelor's degree in jour-
nallsm and was county staff reporter
and Plymouth Observer reporter. She
is a 1966 graduate of Ladywood High
School In Livonla, She and husband Wy-
lle Gerdes kave one daughter and a son.

Sklar, 34, had been a reporter and
then editor at the Rochester Eccentric

in 1875, a copy cdltor [n 1976 and chief
of the copy desk stnce 1977, She 13 pur-
sulng graduate work in business admin-
istration at the University of Detrolt.
Carl Stoddard, 35, who succeeds her
28 chief of the copy desk, previously
was editor of the Southfleld trie.
He was gradunted {rom Michigan State
University with a bachelor's degree in

since 1974, Before that, he was sports
editor of The n

for 1% years. He carller worked as a
correspondent for the Southfleld Ec-

and jolned the Southfield
Eccentric as a reporter In 1973. Stod-
dard was appolnted editor in 1978. He

centric and the Detrolt

for a mas-

Newspapers.

He carned a bachelor’s degree in
journalism from the Unlverslty of
Michigan in 1872, He is a graduate of
Henry Ford High School in Detrolt, He
and his wife, Beth, have one son and
one daughter.

MARILYN FITCHETT becomes
sparts coordinator, a post she has filled
on an interim basis, leading the cover-
age of sports In 5 host of leagues in two
countles. .

With a bachelor's degree from
Wayne State Universlty, she began
worklng for these papers as a reporter
in 1974, was Weatland Observer editor

» OPENING SEPT. 6th
GRAND TAILOR SHOPPE
ALTERATIONS - MENS & WOMENS
REWEAVING - ALL KINDS OF FABRICS

s

ter of arts dexree in journallsm at
Michigan State Unlversity. He and bls
wife, Sylvia, have one son, Matthew,
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On All Floor Samples
SOFAS, LOVESEATS & CHAIRS
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[FURNITURE]
M, TR &F 10-8.30 p.m.
T.Was 1050 pm.
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ing this kind uz Habllity,” Dudicy said,

PROVING A particular homeowner
18 responsible for fireworks golng off in
thelr yard Is golng to be difficult, Dud-
ley added.

Councllman Charles Willlams volced
a aimilar opinlon. “I think this might be
a sltuation that's a Uttle harder to
prove than when the police walk up to
a party and watch teen-agers drink-
ing,” he said.

Under the existing local ordinance,
pollce have little authority to do any-
thing if a complaint fs not signed by a
witness or If a police officer has not
witnessed the fireworks violation,
Dwyer sald. Ordinance violation Is a

that carries a

penalty of 80 days and $500 fine,

‘Now we can't do anything unless
can positlvely identify (the vlolnwr)."
Dwyer sa{d.

Under the chief’s request, the ordi-
nance would be amended (o allow po-
llce to hold a property owner responsl-
ble If a witness can provide evidence
that the flreworks weat off at a partle-
ular house, Dwyer sald.

AS WITH the house party ordinance,
“it would be the homeowner, parent or
::l‘:iu {who is held responsible),” Dwyer

Earller this year, the Farmington
Hills City Counicil adopted a host llabll-
ity o ce that makes it legal for
an adult age 17 or older in control of a

residence to allow house parties where
minors are drinking ot in poasession of
alechol or druga. The key phrase la the
ordinance Indlcates a violatlon took
place If the adult present “knew or rea-
sonably should have known" what was
golng on. Violation s a misdemeanor.

Although Dwyer suggested that vio-
lation of an amended fireworks ordi-
nance should carry a maximum penal-
ty of 80 days in fail and a $500 {lne,
Dudley disagreed,

Violation of such an ordinance shoutd
be a clvil penalty, not a crimina) one,
Dudley sald. “Unlike drinking, fire-
works are set off outslde,” Dudley sald.

It's ecasy for Irapn.nem to set off
fireworks on property whose owner
would be held responsible, she added.

WHEN YOU
CAN GET

DON'T LET
ANYTHING
STOP YOU!

@ Twice a week is better

Shibui collection.
Reg. $4600.

FINE FURNITURE
UP TO HALF OFF,

FRIDAY
THE13TH :°

It's your chance to save a
fortuna on furniture!

FLAIR/CASEGOODS 4 pc. Wall
Unit. Qrignlal design jrom the

.. NOW Ss2300.
HENREDUN "Aslon Court*™

FORECAST 7 Seal Sectional.
Beige Textured Fabric,
Reg. $3196 ...

Dresser, 2 Mircors, Armair,
2 Nights Stands.
Reg. $7603

.NOW $1598

HENREDON Scene 1. Kingsize
Bedroom Set. Headboard, Triple

. NOW $3800

_,(' Y

Salg gnas 9/13/85

Plus Many Maore
Exceptional Savings

CONDITIONS OF SALE: Limited
quantities. All items subject to
prior sale. Al sales final.
Everything sold “"as-is"

ROTE:

REKNITTING - ALL KINDS OF SWEATERS

31626 Grand River » Farmington
In the Farmington Plaza

Unit. HENREDON Scene i,
Nuws 484  Conlemporary Dining Room Set.
911, Wall Unit, Table & & Chairs.

There is a nominal* delivery
charge. But, if you bring in this

Reg $8967.
ad, we'l deliver FREE ol

477=5844 FLAIR Sofa & Love Scat. Mawve  Reg $12.901 ... NOWSB450  charge.
OPENING g . & Grasy2g§ameuic Fabric.
GRAND Ti) End of Sept. Reg. $2933 . NOW 51466 .
Seecu 10% OFF G sherwand studios
'
(=, Tel-Twelve Mali » 12 Mite & Telegraph, Southiield
—— Daily 10-9, Sunday 12-5 * 354-3060

1955 SHERIOOD STUDIDS, IiE GG 795 Flne Furnlture & Accessorles, Always 20% OIf
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RODIER
FALL/WINTER 1985
COLLECTION SHOW

fFriday, September 13
16 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Collection Sportswear
Birmingham

From Paris to Jacobson's (o
you, with verve and spirit.
Another new name has joined our
roster of the world's leading
fashion talents...Rodler.

The overview Is young, original
and dynamic with color, texture
and fabric Interplay. See the
wonderful sweaters accented by
bright geometrics...others

deeply textured and luxuriously
soft to the touch, Palred with
wool knit or flannel pants

and skirts, the look Is sparked
with vitality, Sizes 6-14. See our
newly remodeled and expanded
Birmingham appare! store.

FEATURING: O Nine indoor tennis courts O Supervised
Nautilus O Hydra-titness O /12 mile banked indoor track
D) Coed workout facliities [ Floating aerobic floor O Life-
cycle O Free welghts O Gourmet health food restaurant
0 Sports and equipmentshop O Tanning booths O Indoor
and outdoor pools O Whirlpool and saunas O Stairmaster
treadmill O Fitness lectures O Corporate and family
memberships O Senior citizen discounts and programs.

80
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vislt or call

626
Jacobsons

-SAVd HNOo4d TVN

We walcome Jacobson’s Chargo Card or The American Expreas® Card.

Shop unill 8 p.m. on Thuraday and Friday
Unili 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednosday and Saturday

S -

6343 Farmington.Rd. - Just North of Maple In West Bloomfie!d,
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* [ONEONE  ATHLETIC CLUB



