Key to life is meaningful beliefs

A FATHER was

son's class on & trip when a ymu:g boy
asked the father how long he had been
married. The father answered, “20
years. "’ To this the boy replied, “Ha-
ven't you been divorced yel?”

. Practically every person has elther
personally expericnced diverce or has
someone in thelr family who has been
dlvorced. Of the people I know who
hnve been divorced, many have known
tragedy. Most have experienced hurt.
Few divorces have eneded without

Dtvnn:cd or widowed persons are
“single again They find that they
necd to adjust and replace many of the
things which they have lost. Often this
includes replacing many of their
Ifriends who find it dlﬂlc\lll to relate to
them now that they are again single.

2 moral
perspectives

- ' Rev. David
Strong

For many years, I have worked with
divorced and widowed They
tell me that there are many adjust-
ments. There Is loneliness, There s
also usually an abrupt loss of meaning
In their llves.

A WOMAN HAS BEEN taking care
of her husband for 12 years through a
serious iliness, He dles, Now she no
longer feels that she has reason to get
up each morning. In many ways her
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meaning for lving has been torn away.
Such munlnz Is difficult to replace.

a person create new mean-
lng ln Lhelr 1ife? This is an essentinlly
rellglous question. Yet, like most dup-
1y human ssues, it can be a
much outalde as inside religous In!tll\l—
tions.

1t Is the proper functlon of religious
Institutions to foster mnpn in which
people can search for
Most important of all h the npportunl-
ty to talk with persons who bave expe-
rienced similar criscs who are also
seeking new directions

Readlng helps in (.be search for
meaning. Jerome Ellison's book,
“Life's Second Half,"' I a hulp!ul gulde
for those who seek new meaning In
er life. Ellison emphasizes the lmpar-
tance of mutual support in the attempt

to create new life. Blographies, such a3
“Mother Teresa of Caleutts” or “Dag
Hammarskjold's ' are good
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Registration Is still open for Easy
to C four-

to read.
Churches and synagogues should con-

-ddz, “Helping others is the way I have
belped myself get out of my troubles.”

which {ocu; |‘|hpon lupplneu. u_lll.t-“;;ve}»
ment and the grief process,

ten fall short In addressing this issus of

the loss of, and the building of, meaning

.
meaning. Finding a meaningful set

of beliefs md Ilving and glving in thess

terms i3 still essentlal to human life.

a
session, non-credit course starting
Thursday.

by Oakland University's

Divmon of Cmunulng Education, the
13 intended for those with no

pmviwa computer experience and
for manngers wha peed background

Computer class for beginnefs

but pot . pecessarily technical ex-

Lectures are 7-9:30 ’n:undlyl. f
Sept. 19 and 26. mnrun work runs
lleSﬂhxrdny,&elelmdu

terials are $30. For..
reglsuntlon In!orma!lon, contect, ]
QU's Continuing Educatlon office at’
370-3120 from 8 a.m. {0 8 p.am. week-

days.
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DESIGNER FURNI TURE AT WAREHOUSE PRI CES

Counselor needed for family rift

Dear Jo:

T read your column about devoted parents — I
bave & problem with my daughter (gnd her bos-
band) that has been upsetiing me for over two
years now.

. Whea I retired, I sold my home and accepted an
ipvitation from my daughter and ber hushand to
itve with them In a very small room la their home.
At the same time, 1 also settied (n Florida. I Intend-
udtalptndllxmanth:lyurlnlhcnorthmdlhe
dther six in the soath.

+ At first things {In the north) weat pretty well, I
tried not to inconvenlence them, so I spent most of
my time away from their place returning Iate in
the evening, Our agreement did ot Include meals,
bot mevertheless I pald them about & $1,000 a
month.

After awhile I felt like n stranger 1o my own
dzaghter’s home — a home on which I pald the
large down payment, My [ast day there was & sad
one Indeed when my son-io-law sald I bad over-
stayed my vlislt, and It would be best If I left right

“11eft Lmmedlately (bag and baggege). My will,

volunteers

The Oakland County Volunteer Bureau hasa
Jfile of volunteer opportunities for more than
200 ies. Non-profit or needing
assistance may list with the bureau. For more
information about these and other volunteer
openings, call the bureay at 642-7272.

OPEN HOUSE — The bureau will hold open
house from 9 am. to 1 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 19,
second ﬂoor First Unlted Methodist Church, 1589
W. Mapl gham, Let volunteer Interviewers
match ynu wluz a volunteer openlng.

RECEPTIONIST - Cheerful, unflappable and
competent volunteer is needed by Birmin,
Community House to answer phoae, take messages,
direct callers and walk-ins. Four bours once &
wecek, Phone 842-7272.
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A. Jolayne
Farrell

with my soo-lo-law as executor, has been changed.
1 haven't scen them since my last visit but I ltlll get
“laving” cards and regular phone calls from them.
They have never invited me back ~ nor have I
offered them thelr usual “all-expenses-paid” visit
to Florida.

I am 3o upset by them that it Is troubllng my
bealth — and to make matters worse, my closest
friend, here in Florida, passed away.

Jo, what Is the answer to all this?

Mr, WN.

- Dear Mr. N2

I'm sure you know that there s no simple answer
to your present troublesome aituation.

The loss of your friend and estrangement
from your daughter are two major problems that
need to be worked through by you — and with time

and some help I'm sure you will be nbla ta come to
terms with your life and will (eel

By working through your blaml.lmemmt
you should seek- help from a pmlmloul who has

in older adults — Le. your
minister or rabhl, your doctor, 2 nurse or socia)
worker,

Yuuneedtohknﬁmetolltdawnwllhuzhper-
501 on & regular basis over an extended perlod of
time 80 you can be helped primarily withk your com-
munication with your daughter, as well as “work-
I.ng thmuy:" the death of your best friend.

I reread your letter 1 see that you are In dis-
Lresl— It must be very hard for you to get
“through the day.” I am not surprised that you are
also having health problems.

T would rather not comment on your financlal
arrangements with your daughter, nor ber unkind-
ness toward you, When different generations of a
family live together, many problems can evolva —
but s0 can many joys.

I hope you will take my advice on getting some
counzeling. Please let me know how you make out.
Good luck,

Readers can write to Jolayne Farrell at PO
Bozx 68, Postal Station G., 1075 Queen Street
East, Toronto, Ontario, Canada,

Custom Spreads

{Labor Special)
CHAIR - $69.90
SOFA -$87.90

360 €. MAPLE « BIRMINGHAM ¢ 647-2020/647-0721

A tlantie Drapery S W
DRAPERY SALE
Labor $8 Per Panel

Speciat Prices Available on Drapery,
Shpcaver & Upholstery Fabrics
BEST PRICES ON VERTICAL & HORIZONTAL BLINDS

INFORMATION SPECIALIST — Can-
cer necds many , 18 years
and up, posslbly with some medical to

man phones and respond to mail at Detroit office.
Four hours per week, daytime. Tralning. 842-7272.

NURSES — Volunteer R.N.s and L.P.Ns are
necded by Henry Ford Hospital's Weat Bloomfleld
and Sterling Helghts centers for blood I'4
programs. Once each month, Sterling Helghts can
use medical assistants. Phone 642-7272.

JOB COUNSELOR — The Offenders Ald and
Restoratlon of Oakland County needs volunteers,
over 21, to help clients with job appﬂuﬁnus and
other job-related assistance,
one-to-one assistance. 9 to
apeakers bureau as well, 9 to 5. Phone 642-7272,

ARC AIDES — Male and female volunteers are
wanted by American Red Cross for desk dutles at
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Pontiac. Weekdays, five
or six hours. Orentation. Phone 642-7272.

Thinking of Selling
Your Jewelry?

InBlimingham

7258, Adams Rd.
N, of 14% Mite

844-6650

OPEN 7 DAYS
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Clawson Conter « 308-4400
Livonie s Wonderiend Canter » 38514310
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8EE VALUABLE YELLOW PAGES COUPON

Just one of hundreds at g“f

South of 12 Mlle,

13th can be your
unlucky.

SWEA'I'ERS-BI.OIISES
PANTS-SKIRTS - JACKETS
BLAZERS-DRESSES

ACCESSORIES

‘Who's superstitious? Not us, cenclnlvl Ju:1 o show you that
LUCKY day, we decl
in the store for 4 day onlyl But, don't mlss 11 ~— now that would reclly be

Friday the
led fo have a sale on EVERYTHING

“We Discount
Luxury!”

CHARLES FURNITURE WAREHOUSE _
222 E. HARRISON » ROYAL OAK » 399-83207]
6 BLKS. N. OF 10 MILE, % BLK, E. OF MAIN
OPEN MON.-SAT, 10-5 = FRIDAY 'TIL 8 P.M.
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$199

100'5 of Clocks
in Stock

vero 80% orr

Cinited quantities on some models.

GRAND FATHERS Include delivery & set-up
InS.E. Mich, Layaway for Christmas

*49.95 .
.- Sale Hours: Mon.-Thura. §-6; Fri, o 1,95
Spoclal Sunday Sale Hours, Scp!. 158 &()nly, 126
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