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Performers

Who's acting and

‘who’s watching?

By Corinne Abatt
slaff writer

Painter Deborabh Kashdan's in-
volvement with people 1s a back and
forth game of fantasy and reality, Is
she watching the people or are they
watching her? Are they performing
or are they merely the audience
watching a performance? Arc those
i clothes their costumes or are those
| costumes their clothes?
 Whatever the nuances, Kashdan is
;: blossoming as a flrst-rank docu-
4 menter of the urban crowd, She re-
cently had seven paintings jurled at
an international competition at the
Mussavi Gallery of New York City,
and she ls working on a new serles
# *Cafe Couples” and dolng mere for
an ongolng “Performance” series.

Although it s always hazardous to
say an artlst is the only one using a
certaln technlque, Kashdan is cer-
tainly among a very few adding reat
i three-dimenslonal objects to her
paintings — eye glasscs, flowers,
jewelry, clothing, halr — anything
she flnds that flts into her visual
plan. .

‘This could be dlstracting in the
hands of a less-skliled artist, but
Kashdnn integrates these items so
cleverly that they become a natural
part of the painting.

“I don't add until I find the right
pleces,” she sald. *I'll know which
I'll put on them.”

And If the right pieces don't show
up Immedtately from her sallies to
gararge sales, antique markets and
roadslde stands, she simply waits It
out.
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rather bored young §
couple are teal and
rod. Tho attentlon to
pattern extende to
his napkin, her purse, ?
the dishes, even the
chalr backs,

perverse delight 1n being bonest
with her viewers, And her honesty
becomes an integral part of the en-
Joyment of each palnting.

The man in "Hellmao and Ham-
mett” from the “Cafo Couples” se-
rles, 1s obvlously wearing a toupee
(a real one), but he looks comfort-
able with {t. He knows it, his lady
friend knows it, the artist knows it
and so does the viewer. And most
would agree he looks better with it
than without,

In the “Performance " series,
there are some which Kashdan calls
“yolunteer performance” pleces,
‘That's when the flgure is posed,
rather than caught off guard.

Her lady, clad in a scanty black
lace outflt, sitting on the bathroom
floor, s a volunteer.,

“It's a very uncomfortable posi-
tion; she would have to volunteer for
it,” Kashdan said sympathetically,
adding that the position is the
viewer’s clue to the fact that this Is
a painting, not a reproduction of re-
ality“And the (lady's) delightful
smirk tells you 1’ ali just a Jest.”

Some such as “Motber and Daugh-
ter® In the “Cafe Couples® are much
closer to reality., Kashdan sald
they're obviously discussing some-
on¢ at another table.

There's nothlng outrageous about
these two; they're just enjoying thelr
own world,

When Kashdan staried seriously
palnting 8-10 years ago, she felt
there were figires trying to break
1oose from her heavily patterned ab-
stracts.

ONCE THESE people fought their

The man's toupee and sun glasses, his ring and hls friend's Jowelry
are all actual articles which the artl

way to the surface, they took con-
trol, But the patterns remalned as
strong, colorful backdrops for thelr
activities. In fect, Kashdan, crams
as much pattern and color into eve-
ry paln! &3 she can, never losing
control of the deaign quality of the
overall work. She is happy spending
houra wedging bita of color and pat-
tern Into every corner.

Her longtime interest in tile pat-
terns Is showing up in many of her
new pleces, In ¢ne she made a real
towel to match the tile In the bath-
room. In another the tile pattern is
closely related to the clothes of the
two people.

In addition to the museum crowds
of Paris and New York In the 'P‘er-

of her paintings, their strength is in
the visual commentary they make
on today's urban soclety.

Kashdan's work is shown at Carol

, Deborath Keshdan, worked

Into her canvas. This palnting is part of a now “Couples® sories

she's beon working on for several monihs.
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and has been In group shows this
year at Detrolt Artista Market,
Meadow Brook Gallery, Livonia
Cultural League and the First Con-
Sonal ¢ Blrmi

& . Church o g-
ham's “Celebrate Life® where she
won honorable mention.

comes a part of the world she observes and

paints. is she the artist or is she part of the plc- natural position,

tura? She said this one was done [ust for fun
becausse no would normally assume such an un-
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* Michigan’s outstanding printmaker, Emil
* Weddige of Ann Arbor, chose the
- whoes wotks are [n the new Novi Hilton.

artlets

One of the artists who' sttended the
unveiling of the st work eariler thie

month was
side her work, "Mirrored Grid.”

The new Novi Hilton just off 1-275 at
the Eight Mile Exit i1 at the corner of
four communities — Eivonia, Farming-
ton, Northville and Novi, The Michigan
artlsts represented in the collection
which premlered earller this month
represent an cven broader area.

' Thero are several palntings by Rich-
ard Kozlow of Blrmingham, sculpture
by Glen Michacls of Troy, paintings by
Loulse Noblli of Grosse Pointe, Barba-
ra Keldan of Beverly Hills, Mary Jane
Bigler, Kachadoorian, Deenn
Morguloff-Kachadoorian and Charles
McGes of Detrolt.

who stanis be-

fio nd
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Barbara Keldan Is well kmown for her large,
This one in the new hotel le *

Among the other outstanding artists
vepresented is Ann Arbor painter and

sculptor, Gerome Kamrowski, Vincent

Hartgen, Sarkls Sarkislan, Mary
beth Bodor, Jean Paul Slusser and Lin-
da Heckenkamp.  *

Weddige has been a part of the Mich-
igan art scene ever since he came to
the University of Michigan in 1937 as a
teaching fellow. Tha same year he
recelved his masters in design from U-
M and was appointed an instructor, In
1957 he became professor of art and in
1974 wan appolnted professor emeritus,

deatmatic palatings of
oog-
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