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Take time out for the arts

This Is another lesson on art and
drawing by speclal columnist Davld
Messing. He has .,
taught for ten
years and oper-
ates an art
store, Ari Store
and More, 16338
Middlebelt,
Livonla, 522
6311, 265 N,
Main Street,
Plymouth, 455 1222 Mmlng cn-
courages questions and cemments
{rom readers. You may write him at
his store or c/o Observer Newspa-
pers, 29352 Farmington Road, Farm-
Ington, MI 48024.

By David Messing
spoclal wrlter

The quletness was so Joud It woke me up.
I could hear the wind In the trees. There
was soft musle playing in the family room,
and by the light in our bedroom, I guessed it
was about 9 a.m.

1 rose — no make tbnt crawled — out of
bed and cvcrymm 'med =0 peaceful.
Too, peaceful, In this buulul state of soll-
tude aod quletness I quickiy slapped my
cheek to be sure I hadn't crossed over that
“great dlvide" ln my sleep, “Yep!” I was
very much allve, and “no” I wasn't Lo beav-
cn. But, as 1 meapdered toward the kitchen
table I really began to wonder, “where is
everybody?"

There was bread In the box, there were
no empty cereal boxes on the counter tops
and there was milk In the refrigerator. Nor-
mally I awake to whatever program ls on
the Disney channe] and the crunching of my
three (eatlng machines) boys. Hey, these
guys make sharks look like picky caters.
But as I was saying, there was food In the
house, the TV was off, the house was clean
and I was thinklog maybe I woke up in a
“Better Homes" magazines.

T looked outside and there wasn't even
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any bleycles in the driveway. Then 1 saw
Sandy's note; “Honey, everyone has gone |n
schoo! . .. Adam too." “Adam too?” I
gasped nloud “'Whose gonna watch cartoons
with me?” What about the Beverly Hillbil-
lies? Then it hit me as I further awoke, . .
oy bables are all gone. For 18 years there
has always been a little one around here. I
always knew that someday all three of my
boys would be In school but 1 Likewise re-
jected the revelation or pushed it out of my
mind with a quick game with one of them.
Here I am and there they are and . . . woe
isme.

EE, IS this house cver qulet. I'm des-

perately homeslck but I'm the one who s
home. Could this posaibly be what mother's
talk about as “normal?” You know, when
they say, “I can't walt till the kids are back
in school and everything is back to normal
agaln” This is the flrst time In the 2%
years of writing the Artifacts Column that I
have ever written in the day lght.
Might as well, it's too qulet mund here
anyway. Of course everyone Isn't faclng the
trauma of having there last Uttle guy walk
out the door to school, The term “normal”
in this reference usually means routioe, and
to accomplish any thing a normal routine is
amust,

Now ip establishing a routine one very
important werd comes into operatlon; “pri-
ority.”* I use Adam’s Fred Flintstone dic-
tionary because If the word lsn't in there, I
have oo business using it. Well, Fred defines
priorities as “things you do In order of im-
portance.” So getting back to “normal” ls

working mes and women it Is their job and
family that somehow separates them from
fulfillment that art affords. To the house-
wife, “art-time” is almoat “no-time."”

No matter how solemn your decision to,
take time out for art, it socon slipa down the
priority list from “once a week™ (o “some-
times" and finally "pever.” If you are le-

rHous about your expresslon through art
then you must make a commitment. Don't
say you are too busy. Some ol my students
are doctors, owners of the
lots of working mothers and bundnd.l are
teen-agers whose schedulea boggle the
mind. A few of my students asre working
professional artists, so why do they come?
Partlally to learn new techiques, but prima-
rily just to set aside thelr own tme to do
their awn art, with na dudllnes or commer-

clal
your priorities the wom mmm 1s the
{alse concept of “finding the time.” Which
a8 you probably know does not work.

In this day and age, you don’t “find" time,
you must “take” time. Only God gives time,
all you can do !s schedule it. So schedule
yourself some “art time" this year. Enroll
in an art class even If you think you know it

* all. At leant you will be using your abilitles

and you never know when, where or from
whom you will learn something new.

Of course as you may know art instrue.
tlon is & major functlon at both art stores.
There are, bowever, several alternatives to
private Instruction, If you are craft minded
most craft atores offer classes, Night class-
9 In local high achools offer a great variety
of art instruction. Colleges often allow you
to audit art classes but you may find them
to move a little slow as college courses are
set up In a four year progr:

It s not uncommon to lpend 15 weeks
drawing still ll!c ln charcoal, Wherever,

merely getting things In order
importance. The question I would like w
ask you today is ~ where 18 art In your list
of priorities?

Unfortunately art with all its values, gets
pushed to the end of most priority lists and

with tever you do; get
Into your art nnd you'll wonder why you
waited so loog . g of walting a
long tlme. Let's see it‘n twelve, one two,
three . . . just 8% hours and everything
will be back to “normal” agaln.

Exhibit spotlights Philippine project

A program which improved the quality of
Hife for many In the Phllipploes, y Lo~
volving Cranbrook Academy of Art, s en

rmancat record In the UN Dag Hammar-
skjold Library.

It is a detalled report, written by Irene
Murphy of Birmingham, describing the cot-
tage lndustry which she organized for the
Phillppines 1951-63,

The goal of the program, established by
the United Nations with Murphy as advisor,
was to develop sources of income for the
rural people of the Philippines. Although
there was a histery of succeasful coltage In-
dustry In the islands, all the skills were lost
In the years between 1926-1948.

1t was the freedom in the philosophy of
the Cranbrook Academy of Art which at-
tracted her attention as sbe began to set up
the program. She liked the avant garde ap-

proach — the pursult of new, untried an-
swers to old problems — teaching by cre-
atlve approach rather than imitation.

The Cranbrook group who came up with
the answers in the Philippines included Lys-
beth Wallace, textile designer; Jobhn H.
Rlsely, sculptor and furniture designer; his
wife, Kring, ceramist; Marianne
Suengell textile designer; and ber husband,
Olaf Hammarstron, furniture designer.

Before they came up with thelr recom-
mendatlons for products, they researched
the labor market and the ekills, focilitles,
equipment and the wood, {lbers and clay
avallable locally.

urphy said, “They followed the old
Cranbrook idea — we're all golng to do our
own thing and try to find customers.” Ske
paused and added, “Any woodcarving they
had done until we started was figures of

saints for churches and doors for churches.”

It was Risley who came up with the
wooden fish tray — the poputar plenle and
buffet plate. Also developed were mats and
rugs of local materials and dyes and ceram-
Jcs from local clay.

Murphy's 63-page report s an In-depth
:ltudy of the Philippine economy at a cructal

me,

It was Glen Leet, co-dlrector of the Tric-
kle-Up Program Inc., who wrote to Javier
Perez de Cuellar, sccretary general of the
Unlted Nations, earlier thls year about Mur-
pby's report.

In describing it In his letter, he said, “As
the program grew, it became a jolnt pro-
gram sponsored by both the United Natlons
and the United States government. It may
bave been the first such jolnt program un-
dertaken by the two.”

ANNOUNCING...
PREVIEW SHOWING
OF ANOTHER LEGEND.

NOTICE:
PHASESI & II
SOLD OUT!
NOW TAKING
RESERVATIONS FOR
PHASEIIL

On:c again, Classic Construction has created an environment of incompariable
beauty at a price unrivaled in all of West Bloomfield.

Those famiies who were fortunate enough to purchase a home at our firse
condominium community, Maple Place, will tell you the delightful
experience that awaits you at Maple Place Woods. Set amid lush woods,
Maple Place Woods is an ideal blend of park-like
surroundings and gracious living. We invite you to explore
the opporrunity of living ac Maple Place Woods.
It, too is destined to become a legend.

Custom Designed 2 & 3 Bedroom Condormruums s
in a tranquil woodland setting in :
prestigous West Bloomfield.

All homes feature basetnents, utlity rooms and two car arached e
garages. Some units include a loft with a third bath.

Priced from 1
$85,500. 2

A custom 2 & 3 bedroom condominium community.

A development of The Classic Constructlon Corportation Model Phone:
21177 Hilltop Road 553.9855
Southficld, Michigan 48034 -

Office Phone: 358-5213

f i A 3
MEADOWBROOK HILLS. Nonliy kopt 4 bodroom coloniel
on prime lot, Ceatrat alr, finlshed rec room, newer furnace,
simpla assumptlon. Library could be 51h bedroom. Beau
'u!h/ lam‘ucwod Moveo-in condition. $144,600, 477'-1"1.

24084 RIVERWOOD, FRANKLIN. Spacious colonlal, 4 bad-
rooms, 2% baths, ravina lot, Custom swimming pool with
the veatecfall and |scuzzi. Birmingham schools. $228,000. 851-

22974 WILLOWBROOKE. FAM]NOTON HILLE. Move

ﬂonl Into thie lovely 4
rime Farmington Hilis |ouuon Ptﬂeuloml

many extras Included. $159,900, 851-1000,

GR.EAY FAMII.\' HOME. 4 Indroomt. 2\ baths. Prbod be~
low market, move-in cond! landscaped,
front and back sprinkling l’y‘ﬂm A host of fina foatures
eompillmnl this Nine Mm Simpla Assumption. $69,400.
550-

oom, library, 2% bath modet,
lly decorated,

WORLD’S LARGEST

OPEN HOUSE
- THIS
SUNDAY

Mmy of these homes will
on Sunday,

GREAT STAR’TER NOME Great 2 badroom. cnom Fresh
decor. Wrap mortgage possible. Saileca avallable, Low
ux-nndmnmuuon.dm $35,500, 477-1111.

. RANCH'I'IN—LAWBUITE.MM‘MM
N wmm(ww.zmmwmmm In-
Law sulte. Owner transtermed, Betler wil
mmwm 477-1111.
ot

{amiy, 29 car gar
wi II’: there to q;:r’:l“l;: M'{memn um e.zq’.\v vmm pauw(
homes that sppeal to you.
No obligation on your part
and an easy way to see
- homes on the market.
Pleasa stop by.

NORTHVILLE'S MGBT PRESTIGIOUS BUB.
1005 SUB. Hiliop setlig.

Halt acre treed
den, gorpeous hmw mm automatic under-
system, 'tlied and divided basement.
79,000, 348-8430.

mmmmm.mmmwmw
Hy bullt rench with walk out has 4 badrooms, § bathe and §
ficepiaces. $175,000, 831.5700, . ° »

bedroom home looaled In:prime Farmington Hils aree.
Neutrad decor. tet floor Norary, oould be 5th bedroom. i
mediels coopancy. $148,900, 881-1800, - - .

WESTLAND LIVONIA - PLYMOUTH/CANTON 44 NORTHVILLE .
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