AALF)

O&E  Thursday, September 12, 1885

Common head lice
Number of cases at Grace is in question

By Lisa 8imon
stolf wrlter

At least one parent questions the way
the report of comuman head llce at the
William Grace Elementary School in
Farmington has been handled.

Margaret Perrelly, the mother of
three Grace students — o kindergar-
tener, a first grader and a second
grader — Is d
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‘There has always been lice. It's a
matter of controlling it. . . It does take
a while to get lice under control. We
have to be very cautious.’

— Colleen Hunt

public heaith nurse supervisor

ther
ed procedure for ridding her children
of head llee.

Perrelly complained that schoof offi-
clals dld not report the carrect number
of infected students and have not con-
ducted therough head checks.

Grace Principal Willlam Close re-
ported slx cases of head llee — pedicu-
losis — Tuesday morning. After a
schoolwide head check of more than
300 students Tuesday aftcrnoon, Close
reported one more confirmed case.

On Friday, Pervelly conducted head
checks in her ncighborhood and report-
ed 11 cases, Of 11 children she found
with Jice, 10 were students at Grace.
After the schoolwide check Tuesday af-
ternoon, Perrelly safd two sfudents
were sent home with lice from her sec-
ond grader’s class.

“WE DON'T have a problem.” Close

stressed, "One mother wanted to know
which klds have It (llec). That's privi-
leged information.

“It's (seven cases) the normal
amount,” Close said. Head llee has af-
flleted the school every year, he added.
“It's nothing unusual.”

Thls week — the second week of the
school year — ls earller than normal
for head lice, Close acknowledged. No-
vember or ember are the usual
months for lice. Hat wearing and shar-
ing make it easy for lice to spread from
one child's head to anather.

“There has aiways been lice. It's a
matter of controlling t," said Colleen
Hunt, a public health nurse supervisor
with the Oakland County Health De-
partment. “In the time of Queen Ellza-

- LN

beth, people wore wigs because they
had lice,

"It does take a while to get lice un-
der control,” Hunt said. “We have to be
very cautious.”

PARENTS WHO know their children
are carrying lice must notify the school
immediately. The school must be able
to contaln the problem quickly,

“It parents don't notify the school,
we don't know,” Hunt added.

Public health nurses Instruct both
the school and parents in the proper,
most-clfective way of ridding an Indi-
vidual of the parasite,

After head checks, students with lice
are sent home for a medicated sham-
poo. Quell and Rid are over-the-coun-
ter, lice-killing shampoos and doctors

may also prescribe shampoos. The
shampoo 1s repeated seven days later.
After each treatment, students are re-
chie:ked on their way {nto school, Close
sald.
All clothlng and bedding must be
washed and carpeting should be vacu-
umed. "It's quite a job for mothers,”
Hunt sal
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Teachers are often the first to notice
lico because of an afflicted student's
severe itching of the scalp, be said.

Lice are a smooth and graylsh white
in color. They are more dlfficult to no-
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tice than their eggs, or nits. Lice lay 3-4
eggs a day and It takes 8.9 days for an
egg to reach maturity, Hunt explalned.
That’s why it is Important to shampoo
a second time, one week after the first
shampoo,

Ridding a school of lce takes time,
Hunt stressed. As she put it: “It's im-
portant to let parents know they can't
solve 1t today or even in a weck. It
could take as long as six weeks.”
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INTRODUCING
THE NUMBER
ONE CHECKING
ACCOUNT

When you open a Winner checking account,
you'll see why it's number one in
. checking accounts.

Unlike ordinary checking accounts, The
Winner gives you a bundle of valuable
“benefits and services, Like accidental death
insurance, $2,000 in discounts, free credit

card protection, a free registered key ring R :

and more, T

. And best of all, The Winner costs about the ‘
same as most ordinary checking accounts. :
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Presenting two Inseparable names accepted throughout the beauty world
for quality and prestlge...Marilyn Miglin and Pheromone®. The
fragrance took years of testing to reach perfection. Unlike many other
perfumes, It is made from the purest, rarest olls from around
the world...a blend of 179 natural Ingradlents. This fragrance is

splcy...mesmerizing. And llke Its evocatlve name would suggest, So'drop by today and let us introduce you to :
' Pheromone® communicates. Luxuriate in Its provocative scent. It is an N . The W We ki - 1 N :
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bottle...\he velvet, silk-lined case. And dlscover for yourself the number one checking sccount in town.
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are here, visil our newly remadeled, enlarged Birmingham apparel store. METROPOLITAN NATIONAL BANK
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