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Non-smokers back ban on public puffing

By Tim Richsrd
atatf writer

Fear — thal's what keeps non-
smokers from complainiog to thelr
bosses and fellow employees about how
they suffer from others’ pulflng.

Over-regulation — that's how the to-
bacco Industry sees a Michigan legisla.
tive bill to confine !moklng in public
busldings to designa

“I'm not uemna '.he static l thought I
would from the smokers,” said state
Rep. Justine Barns, D-Westland, after
a three-hour publle hearing Mundly in
Westhnd City Hall on her House Bill

. anued by the American Lung Azso-
clation, 19 opponents of “second-band
smoke” urged a House subcommittee
on public health to report out favorably
Barns' blll, Two Industry spokesmen
opposed 1t, and one impartial observer
contended the bill wouldn'’t work.

“MY PARENTS smoked three and
four packs a day,” sald Judy Speir-
Crawford of Ypsilantf. “I was tralned
by my parents not to ask” others to re-
fny.u from smoking.

Iy Jungs Are permanca!
aged,” she sald. Traveling uzmugh the
lobby of Detrolt Metropolitan Airport,
the Unlversity of Michigan graduate
student zald she must “arrange for ald
and oxygen. Can you imagine the hum-
[lation?”

Speir-Crawford dlsplayed a poster
board with the medications she takes to
treat asthma and a rare lung disease.
“The cost Is well over $100 a month,”
she sald. "I cannot physically tolerate
cigarette smoke,”

“MARSHMALLOW management” 1a
to blame In companies where bosses
fall to deslgoate smoking arcas, sald
Gerald O'Grady, a Bloomfield Hills
resident and president of People
Agalnst Tobacco Smoke.

“Many workers are afrald to com-

plain. Some are afrald they will lose
thelr Jobs,” sald O'Grady, who said his
group has complained to “50 to 75"
companies on behalf of workers who
suffer from smoke.

O'Grady — who sald his own em-
playu. General Motors, and such large

es as Boeing are good about
dulgmung smoking areas — Insisted
that “many times management I3 not
willing to lsten. Unfortunately, it will
gkc l,eghllthu in too many corpora-
ons.*

mS,
But when O'Grady declined to name

the

of the

Rep. Mat R-
Lake Orion, tnmed wvisibly cool ln his
testimony. Though &

and d past presid:
American Lung Association, with
sald

Dunaskiss sald he “prefers to see peo-
ple approach management” rather
than pass a rigid state law.

TOBACCO spokesmen sald the bill
would be costly to enforce and be “an
intrusion” {nto Lhu work place,

“Most dlstressing In that employees
are forced to play pollce” on other
workers, sald Dennls Muchmore, repre-
senting the American Tobacco Insti-
tute. A Chicago court which handles
public smoking violations reported 92
percent of defendants were black — o~
dicating the law was racially discrim!-
natory, he sald.

350,000 “pasaive
smoking,” as It's sometimes called, ap-
pears to be a greater health hazard
than air pollution.

Harry Perstadt, associate professor

of at State Univer-
sity, sald &

Dale Wofford, Westland resident re;

of In-
stitute of Survey Research poll showed

.S. Department of Houslng and Utban  sald

‘support”
for reatricting pnbuc smoking: 82
cent in favor and 68 percent “strongly”
in favor.

‘i#’s an indoor ¢

“It's not & non-smoking bill. It's en
indoor clean alr act,” sald siate Rep.
Justine Barns, D-Westland, sponsor of
House Bill 4500, An identlcal messure
is Senate Bill 196 sponsored by Sen.
Jack Faxon, D-Farmington Hills, Key

‘Walt Maner, the Mlichi-
gan Tobacco and Candy Distributors
and Vendors Association, sald there are
2,000 to 3,000 stores, theaters, work
plam, Institutions and public buildings

in Ingham County which were be sub-
ject to the law, but only 20 public
health lnspectors on the job,

‘"We can seo a larger

in the five-page blll:

“A shall not smoke in a public
place or at a meeting of a public body,
except in a designated smoking area.

‘*‘Publlc place’ means an enclosed,
indoor area used by the genera? public
or serving as a place of work or &
meeting place for a public body, loelud-

lean air act’

Ing a retzil store, office, commercial
establishment, public educational facil-
ity, health facility, anditorium, arena,

mecting room, or publle
conveyance. ,
"Public pl.ncc does not include a pri-

vate, enclosed office occupled exclu-
sively by a smoker, even i the office
may bevlmed:! a pog-smoker, . .

Also excluded are privately reated
meeting rooms, facilities covered by a
unlon contract that covers smoking or
licensed bars.

Violatora may be flned up to $25.

volyed,” Maner warned.

When Maner sald business could be
asked to cooperate voluntarily to dealg-
pate areas for amokers, Barns pounced
hard, “Your answer isn't quite good
enough. I'm very concerned that this s

oot ” gald the d-t

lnwmnhr.

MANY LEGAL problems were fore-
seen by Rich Bl.rknu. a Superior Town-
ship resident who had researched the
matter. Among the conflicts:

® The bill is vague oo property with
multiple uses — e.g.,, a boue that dou-
bles as a store or office.

® “A smoker amokes at the privi-
lege of the property owner,” 30 a blil
restricting anoklng infringes on prop~
erty owners' rights.

® A home becomes a workplace
when a maid 1y hired and could be con-
sidered a public place. ‘A house should
pever be consldered a public place,”
Blrkett argued.

® The bll exempts workplaces
where designated smoking areas are
covered by unlon contract, but gives no
guldance to workplaces where there
are muoltiple unions, or where unlon
and-non-union workers mingle,

MOST TESTIMONY, however, oume
from people who suffered burning ey
itching noses, tightenlng chests and
coughlng spasma from exposure to
“second-baod smoke.”

Peter Pellerito, a Plymouth resident
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sald HUD,
nmgly uwmt racial

does nothing to protect its employees
from the eifects of cigaretia mmoke.
“We tried to negotlate stronger lan-
guage,” he said. “I'm an expert — an
expert in fallure.”

Others favoring HB 4500 were Lan-
don Davis of Troy, JIlI Froat Merke of
Lathrup Village {for American Lung
Association), Martin Pawlickl of the
Oakland County Health Department,
Dru Perkins of Southfield (for Ameri-

can Cancer Soclety) and Larry Lock-
rldge of thu Macomb County Health
Deplr(.m

* JANE OONRAD of Rochester Hllls
nld, “If you want an example of why
this bl should become law, go to the
Pontiac Silverdome” — noting the Leg-
Islature stlll votes a state subsldy lcr
Sliverdome bonds.
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th
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A GMF Robotics employee, Courad
said that her wmplny’i pnlk.y Is um
?: huruu

ey‘re not’ uymo.

Bruce Dubln, Southfleld physl-
dnn ‘who treats lung discases, called
cigaretts smoke “a trigges” to many
lu({e:m from emphysema and asth-

“Yauh:vetobcbthhtwlnl:

To tobacco Industry arguments
about the cost of enforcement, Dubin
sald that cost should be weighed
agalnst the cost of being sick.

SAN NINE, owner of a Grand

'I‘ravme resort and wife of a Bloom-
field Hills attorney, sald ber husband’s
law flrm won't hire smokers.
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