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- Get out the Spreader~1 more time

Before you relire your lawn-care trients that grass plants will use to  has stopped growing. This is usually  plants during late November and De-
equipment for the winter, one last  green up stowly without a lot of top-  about the first or sccond weck of No»  cember when roots can still grow and
task remains: a final lawn fertiliza-  growth the. next spring, This means vember in most of lower Michigan. develop. Fertilizing before the ground
tion. you aren't running for the lawn Although the possibility Isremote, a  freezes reduces the potential for run-

Turfgrass specialists at Michigan mower every couple of days and heavy rain just after application could  off. Applying the fertilizer carefully
State Unlversity advise applylng a  mowing when the soil is too wet. Be-  result in some water pollution by fer-  with a sprender is also important.
high nitrogen fertilizer to dormant cause clipplngs are fewer, you canre-  tilizer runoff. To avold this, put on no  Fertilizer carelessly scattered on
lawns before the soil freezes. Fertiliz-  turn them rather than remove them  more than 1 pound of actual nitrogen  pavement and other hard surfaces
ing in the late fall helps thicken weak  from the lawn. N . per 1,000 square feet. Gn sandy soils, goes straight into storm sewers or
or sparse turf and strengthens the turf Growth that occurs after fertiliza-  cut that to % pound. If it's available, ground water. Turf is a thick mat.
to withstand the winter, More impor-  tion could leave the turf more suscep-  use fasbwrelease nitrogen — urea or  Fertilizer that gets through that tan-
tantly, it promotes root development tible to winter injury. But this is not ammonium nitrate. Slow-release  gle to the soil in quanti les' that meet
that will strengthen the lawn In the lkely if you apply fertilizer at the forms are more expensive and their  but don't exceed the lawn’s needs is
coming year. It also provides the nu-  recommended rates after the grass  nutrients are not available to the not likely to go much farther.
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